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PROGRAMME OF LOCAL EVENTS
NORWOOD SOCIETY QUARTERLY MEETINGS
These are held on a Tuesday at the Parish Rooms at All Saints' Church at 8 pm.
There is no charge.
23rd February 2010: The Crystal Palace and its Courts Dr. Jan Piggott

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Monthly meetings of the Local History Group on Thursdays at 8 pm
at the Phoenix Centre. There is no charge.
17th December 2009: Christmas Party
21st January 2010: “It’s
“It’s Behind You!” Pantomime and other productions
at the Crystal Palace Theatre by Jerry Green
18th February 2010: 1914-1929 London by Michael Gilbert
18th March 2010: Life and Times of Henry Tate by Brian Bloice

DULWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY
For full details: www.ddfas.org.uk
6th Form Lecture Theatre, James Allen's Girls' School, East Dulwich Grove SE22.
7.30 for 8 pm start. Members free, visitors £7, students £1.
10 December 2009: THE MATERIAL CULTURE OF CHRISTIANITY:
A WORLD VIEW. The artistic expression of Christianity in various cultures.
14 January 2010: GODS, HEROES & MORTALS:
MORTALS:
Greek Myths in Ancient Art.
11 February 2010: 'TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO':
UNO':
The Lives of Sir William & Lady Hamilton and Lord Nelson.
11 March 2010: ROME IN AFRICA, AFRICA IN ROME:
A long history of influx of art, goods, people and ideas.
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THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in March 2010. Contributions should be sent,
no later than 19th February, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood Review, 47
Ross Road, London SE25 6SB (Tel: 020 8653 0402). Would contributors
please give their ‘phone number, address and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
You will see the announcement in this Review of the Norwood Society's Grand
Anniversary Concert at All Saints' Junior School on 5th February 2010 at 7.45
pm. The Secretary has sent out application forms for tickets, but if you haven't
received one by email or by post please let her know. Tickets are £8 and it
should be a very enjoyable evening. Peter Austin has been hard at work
arranging this major event, and I hope that as many as possible will want to
come to celebrate our anniversary.
We have arranged for further advice about the papers and records held by the
Society.
The revised Cumberlow Lodge scheme is to go before the Planning Committee
in November, but there remain objections to the blocks of flats, the single
access through Chalfont Road, a shortage of parking, and the effect on the busy
junction in South Norwood Hill. The YMCA is mulling over the response to its
public consultation exercise for the former Police Building in Sylvan Hill. The
Public Enquiry into the Crystal Palace Park scheme has finished, and the
Inspector's report is awaited. During his visit to the historic subway a
disturbing lack of maintenance was discovered.
We have joined in the major campaign to bring back a cinema to the Triangle,
and Susy Nagle is to be commended for her sterling work in supporting the
campaign.
The late Mrs Dorothy Munzer has left the
Society a generous gift in her will, and
this is very welcome. We have recently
had several contributions for the Review
and hope to include these in future
editions. I wish you a Happy Christmas
on behalf of the Norwood Society.

EricThe
Kings
Chairman
NORWOOD
SOCIETY

Cumberlow Lodge
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FROM THE SECRETARY
The good news is that quite a bit of hopeful news reaches my inbox. There's a
younger generation hard at work to make Norwood a pleasant place to live.
Under the guidance of The Friends of Westow Park encouraging things are
happening: see www.friendsofwestowpark.com. £50,000 ‘Playbuilder’ funds
have been granted to improve the playground and a very enjoyable and wellattended Big Bug Play Day took place in August. November will see the start of
the creation of a native woodland area by planting native trees that can be
coppiced, and erecting bug towers and laying paths.
A local cinema may still be a dot on the horizon, but there are now regular film
evenings in the Gipsy Tavern - www.crvstalpalacepictures.com. Watch this
website for regular updates. This venture is run by the community for the
community and needs volunteers.
Though it seems like yesterday, the subscriptions for next year are due. A big
'thank you' goes to the many of you who have filled in standing order mandates.
As a result there's no request for payment in your envelope! And thank you too for
the total of £289 in donations that we have received on top of subscriptions. They
are much appreciated and help to keep the subscriptions so modest. Please add
that little bit extra if you are able to... Subscriptions are officially payable in
January and prompt and early payment would be very helpful.

Anna Lines
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GRAND ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
founding of The Norwood Society there will
be a Grand Anniversary Concert at the All
Saints’ Junior School, Upper Beulah Hill SE
19 at 7.45 pm on 5th February 2010. The
popular Bromley Concert Band will provide
the music, and there will be refreshments.
All members and their friends are invited to
come to this celebration. The Society has
achieved considerable success in keeping the
interests of Norwood residents to the
forefront of development schemes, and has
promoted enduring interest in the history and
character of the area. It is hoped that many
members, and their friends, will come to join
in. Ticket details have been circulated
separately.
Do send in your application now to avoid
disappointment. Please contact Peter Austin
for any enquiries.
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LAWN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP
WON BY A NORWOOD LADY
After a very close struggle on Friday of last week, the
ladies' championship of England, which Mrs. Sterry
relinquished after winning it last year for the fifth time,
was captured by Miss Boothby. Her opponent was Miss
Morton, runner up in 1908 to Mrs Sterry, who had beaten
Miss Boothby in the previous round. The championship
carries with it several valuable gifts. Miss D. Boothby
resides at Holmwood 260, South Norwood Hill.
Norwood News Saturday 10th July1909.
The weather in the spring and early summer of 1909 was awful in truly Biblical
proportions. Local people corresponded with newspapers and talked of seeing
nothing like it since 1888. There were damp foggy mornings, interspersed with
gale force winds, hail, sleet and snow that settled. Despite this the Wimbledon
tennis tournament was completed, and successfully so for the South Norwood
community as it learned from twelve lines half way down a column in an inner
page in Norwood News. The winner of the ladies' singles was Dora Boothby of
South Norwood.
Penelope Dora Harvey Boothby was born in Finchley, Middlesex on 2nd
August 1881. She and her older sister Gertrude, lived with their step-parents
Harry and Gertrude Penn at 40 Harold Road. It was very likely that while here
Dora learned tennis at what she referred to as the ‘dear old Harold Road Club.’

Wimbledon Centre Court in the rain before the First World War
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By 1901 Harry's success as a civil engineer brought about a move upwards to
260, South Norwood Hill and from here Dora often practised at Beulah Hill
Club. Her tennis flourished and she made her first appearance at Beckenham in
1900 winning the Handicap Singles, having another success in the Mixed. Her
outstanding talent won cups at Surbiton, Redhill, Chichester, Folkestone and
Teignmouth. At Lowestoft the cup became hers because she won it three times
in a row. She also held the coveted Queen's Club Covered Court
Championship.
When asked about her fitness regime, Dora Boothby denied dieting or any kind
of special training, claiming that "life wouldn't be worth living under such
conditions." She just used a "little common sense about what to avoid and
when to avoid it." Furthermore, she didn't train during the winter months. She
said that when the season was finished she exchanged her tennis racquet for a
badminton one, a sport which she played through the winter. Dora did admit to
initially suffering centre-courtitis, but said that "everyone who played did at
first when the eyes of a great crowd were upon them". Invited to comment
about the 1909 tournament she said, "Norwood was quite to the front at
Wimbledon this year. Mr Ritchie, who lived close by Grange Hill, won the
singles in the All Comer's Competition, but lost to Mr Gore in the Challenge
Round."
It was further reported in Norwood News a week later that "Lady sportswomen
are evidently as good comrades and friends as are those of the sterner sex. Miss
Boothby's enthusiastic delight in her game was sufficient, without her emphatic
words, to show that the players have a good time and meet on the most friendly
terms, while the Lady Champion was surprised at the great amount of interest
taken in the game by the general public, and deeply touched by the shoal of
congratulatory letters and telegrams that had reached her".
The final score of her 1909 winning match against Agnes Morton was 6-4, 46,
8-6. She was again to make it through to the finals for the following two years.
Unfortunately she lost on both occasions to Dorothea Douglas Lambert
Chambers, a formidably powerful and well-trained opponent.
Dora Boothby married Arthur C. Green in the early summer of 1914 at St
Georges, Hanover Square. She died on 22nd February 1970 at Hampstead.

John Hickman
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CHARLES JOHN LETTS 1836 – 1912
Charles John Letts was the grandson of John Letts, printer, stationer and
bookbinder of 92 Royal Exchange. John Letts' son, Thomas Letts, father of
Charles, was apprenticed in the 1790's to the bookbinding trade and the
publication of diaries, bills, due books and almanacs. It was he who formed the
firm Letts, Son & Co. Ltd. with a factory at New Cross. By 1850 he had
bought Clare Lodge, 27 Perry Hill, Catford, and moved later to Granville Park,
Blackheath, where he died in 1873. Charles was Manager for a time of Letts,
Son & Co. before it closed.
In 1881 Charles founded a new firm, Charles Letts & Co. with very limited
capital and premises but nevertheless made a profit, modest at first, but
increasing with the years and much economy on the part of the staff of four.
His two sons joined the firm, Harry Vaughan in 1888 and Herman Ashworth
by 1891. Harry did much of the traveller's work. At first they published diaries
only but, as the production of diaries increased with the bookbinding at
Bankside and leather work in Marshalsea Road, it was decided to amalgamate
the three processes under one roof at Diary House, Borough Road in 1934,
although the Borough Road offices are no longer occupied by Letts.
Charles Letts was born in London in 1836; he married Sarah Ashworth from
Rochdale, Lancs. His eldest son Harry was born in 1868, Herman in 1870 and
Charles Hubert in 1872. They were then living in Farnborough Villa, Jews
Walk, Sydenham. Their daughter Alice, also called Daisy, was born in 1873 in
Balham. Later the family moved to 9 St James' Road, Hatcham, living there for
about 5 years. By 1880, about the same time as Charles John began trading as
Charles Letts & Co., they had moved to Westfield, 132 Selhurst Road, South
Norwood, near Heavers Farm. Although the house is no longer there, it must
have been in an attractive position, being on the edge of the fields of the Farm.
The new estate built there still backs on to the open land of the South Norwood
& Selhurst allotments.
About 1895 they moved to Oakhurst, 21 Ross Road, South Norwood, now renumbered 59, a fine, large house on the corner of Canham Road. This is
another attractive area high up on the South Norwood Hills and close to
Grangewood Park, notable for its oak trees and its view over the North Downs
-7-
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Oakhurst, No. 21, later No. 59, Ross Road
and Croydon. He stayed there for about 11 years, when Charles moved again
about 1900, this time to Springfield House, Avenue Road, South Norwood,
where he died in 1912. This is near the open countryside area of South
Norwood Park and Lake. The original has been demolished. Charles' brother,
Thomas Alton Letts, lived at 4 Breakspear Road, Lewisham in the 1960-70's,
and later went out to the U.S.A. where he lived in New York.
Charles was a Churchwarden of St. Mark's Church, South Norwood in the
1880's and 1890's and later of Holy Innocents' Church from 1895. The Vicar of
St. Mark's, Rev. E Knollys, had been in touch with the Ecclesiastical
Commission with a view to obtaining a grant of land and some funds towards
the erection of a new Church to ease the pressure on it. He was assisted by the
Committee of which Charles Letts and Alan Chambre were most active
members. After much correspondence by the Committee, a plot of land was
donated and a grant towards the building was obtained. First a temporary iron
Church was erected in 1888 in Selhurst Road. The same Committee appealed
to the Commission for a further grant of land on which to build a permanent
Church – many letters were written by the Vicar and the Churchwardens to the
Ecclesiastical Commission with this object in view. Finally the land was given
with a donation, and after the plans were approved by the Commission and
-8-
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much fund-raising done, the foundation stone of Holy Innocents' Church was
laid in 1893. The architects, Bodley and Garner, of Grays Inn, designed the
Church in late English Decorated Style to be built in Bath stone. The Church
was finished in 1895. The elegant Victorian building is still standing, although
it is affected by the fumes of traffic in busy Selhurst Road; it has been cleaned
and is now listed.

Holy Innocents’ Church, South Norwood, c1910
In another letter to the Ecclesiastical Commission written by the same Church
Committee, Charles Letts and Alan Chambre in 1888 appealed for a grant of a
lease for a small plot of land in the poorest part of the parish (of St. Mark's) for
the erection of a parochial Mission Hall. A suitable position for a hall was on
land belonging to the Commission near Carmichael Road. The Society on
whose behalf the appeal was being made relied solely on voluntary
subscriptions and they had received offers of funds, and also collected money
sufficient to build a substantial brick hall. In 1895 the land was granted and the
St. George's Mission Hall was built and opened in 1898, and all expenses paid
by 1901. The building lasted many years and has only recently (1994) been
demolished. Although it was not used as a Mission Hall after about 1936 but
converted into a small factory, it had stood for nearly a hundred years. Holy
Innocents' Church has survived for over one hundred years.
-9-
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The firm of Charles Letts & Co. Ltd. now operates from Thornybank Industrial
Estate, Midlothian, and celebrates its 200 anniversary in 1996.
Further study produced some interesting details about Charles' house in
Sydenham. The 1867 directory shows that he occupied Farnborough Villa,
Jews Walk; on one side is Farnborough House and on the other side is Grove
House. In the 1872 directory Charles Letts is shown as living at the Grove,
Upper Sydenham, the Grove being another name for Jews Walk. The 1885
directory shows the houses numbered as well as having names. No. 2 Jews
Walk is named Farnborough Cottage – presumably the same as Farnborough
Villa, although not now occupied by C. Letts. Next door is No. 4 Grove House,
followed by No. 6 called Osborne House. The Congregational Church is
situated between No. 2 Farnborough Villa and Farnborough House on the
corner of Jews Walk; the Church was built in 1854. The 1896 Ordnance Survey
Map confirms the position of these buildings with Farnborough House on the
corner of High Street and Jews Walk, the garden and out-buildings facing Jews
Walk; the Church is next followed by three detached houses and then the
turning of Longton Grove intersecting Jews Walk.

Jews Walk, Sydenham, in 1894
The 1871 Census shows Charles Letts as a Stationer, London-born, aged 31,
his wife Sarah also the same age, from Rochdale, Lancs; unfortunately she died
young when only 36 years old, in 1876. They had two little boys, Henry
- 10 -
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Vaughan aged three and Norman Ashworth aged one year. Also residing with
them was Charles' brother-in-law, Edward Ashworth (Sarah's brother) aged 18,
listed as a stationer's assistant, three servants – a cook, housemaid and nurse.
Their house appears as Farnborough Villa, The Grove; the house next door is
Grove House.
No.2 was built in 1840, a square-shaped early Victorian pleasant classic-styled
building with a grey slate roof; No. 4 was built slightly later in 1850. All have
white-stuccoed walls, and are still standing. It seems therefore that No. 2 was
Charles' house and he and his family lived there from about 1867 to 1872.
Looking at that row now, the early Farnborough House has been restored,
although part has been demolished and all the stables, outbuildings etc., have
gone: it is a hostel for young people. The Congregational Church has been
demolished and a new one-storey building has replaced it called the Grove
Centre, and belongs to the United Reformed Church. No.2 next-door also is
owned by the Church. It is well kept and in good condition and used as offices
by the Church, and a children's play group meet there in a large room on the
ground floor. So the house that was formerly Farnborough Villa is now called
Grove Centre House. Before the Church took over the building in 1954 it was
called 'Hebron'. Next door, No. 4, was Grove House, is now Whitehead House,
also in a good state of preservation and is used by old people. No. 6, formerly
Osborne House, fell into a sad state of dereliction and was all boarded up, but
restored in 1998.
The Letts family had moved from Jews Walk by 1873 and about 1875/6 was
living at 98 St. James Road, Hatcham. Then about 1881 the family moved to
South Norwood. The 1881 Census shows Charles Letts residing at Westfield,
Selhurst Road, aged 40, Stationer, of London Middx. He had now remarried,
in 1878, Eliza Petrie aged 38 from Rochdale, Lancs. His sons Harry, Norman
and Charles aged 13, 11 and 9, respectively, are scholars and born in
Sydenham. Alice L, his daughter aged 8 was born in Balham, and was also at
school. There was also a staff of one cook and a housemaid.
In the 1891 Census Charles is now 51 years old and Eliza is aged 48. Henry
Vaughan is now aged 23 and Herman Ashworth aged 21, and both are
stationers in their father's firm. Charles Hubert, their youngest brother, is aged
19 and is an artist. The youngest member of the family is Alice L. (Daisy), the
only daughter, aged 18. They are living at home at 132 Selhurst Road, together
with two servants.
- 11 -
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After leaving Westfield Charles resided at Oakhurst, Ross Road, South
Norwood. It was while he was there that he lost Lizzie, his second wife; she
died in 1899. It must have been a year of mixed feelings as his second son had
decided to get married in September. Norman Letts married Miss Evelyn
Jennie Mather of Fairlawn, Whitworth, South Norwood at Holy Innocents'
Church. The wedding was fully reported in the local newspaper and by all
accounts was a very pretty wedding: the Church was crowded and everybody
was carrying bouquets, and the ladies wore smart costumes. The bride had five
bridesmaids and two train-bearers and all the wedding party wore pretty ivorycoloured satin dresses. The best man was Berne Letts. Both families had
connections with the Church and it was a popular wedding. The Vicar spoke of
Mr.Letts, the Bridegroom's father, and how he had suffered trials and sorrows
so it must have been of special interest to see his son now married.
The year after in December 1900, Charles Letts organised the Old Folks’
Dinner which he had started about 1893, to which he and others privately
subscribed. After a very good dinner and entertainment, speeches were made.
One was the news that Mr. Letts was giving up his position as Churchwarden
of Holy Innocents which was regretted as he had held it for a number of years.
The more cheerful news was that the Boer War, which had caused much
worry, was nearly at an end. Those present at the party were able to
congratulate him on an event which was to take place shortly, namely his
approaching marriage, in January 1901, to Miss Helena Tidy, who came from
a local family.
The announcement in the Norwood News says:
On the 15th inst. at St. Paul's, Wilton Place, S.W., by the Rev.
James Baden Powell, M.A., Charles J. Letts of Springfield,
South Norwood to Helena, youngest daughter of the late John
Tidy of Coney Hall, West Wickham, and Mrs Tidy of Dingwall
Road. The ceremony was a quiet one.
After getting married Charles and his wife lived at Springfield, Avenue Road,
South Norwood. He was semi-retired, keeping up some of his work for the
Church but spending more time abroad. He did come home in the Winter of
1912, having experienced serious heart trouble but by the Summer collapsed
and died. He was buried alongside Sarah and Lizzie in the countrified
- 12 -
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Churchyard of St. John's Shirley, just a few miles from South Norwood. After
her husband's death Helena does not appear to have lived at Springfield so
perhaps she moved from the district.
There is an entry in the local Ward's Directory which shows Charles Letts
living at 18 Devonshire Road, South Norwood, from about 1913 to the 1930's;
perhaps he was the artist son of Charles John Letts?
The Norwood News gave the following good summary of the life and death of
Charles:

Norwood News Sat. June 15th 1912.
By courtesy of the Daily Graphic. Death of Mr. C.J.Letts.
With startling suddenness the death took place on Tuesday
11th June in London of Mr. Charles J. Letts, a gentleman who
for about 30 years occupied a prominent and honourable
position in South Norwood. The deceased was largely
identified with Church matters, his business aptitude and
knowledge of finance being invaluable at a time when Church
extension was in the air. He was Churchwarden when the Rev.
Erskine Knollys was appointed to the living of South Norwood.
He entered very thoroughly into the question of the providing
of a temporary Church in Selhurst Road, the forerunner of the
permanent Church of Holy Innocents.
In the building of Holy Innocents Mr. Letts had the lion's share
of the responsibility, and his devotion to the cause entitles him
to have his name ever affectionately spoken of in the history of
Holy Innocents. He gave the handsome pulpit as an In
Memoriam gift and also presented the lectern. Mr. Letts
thoroughly understood Church doctrine and practice and kept
himself in close touch with all that was moving in Church life
and thought. In regard to Church extension in South Norwood
he was the man of the times and, looking backward, it is very
doubtful, but for Mr. Letts' personal activities, Holy Innocents
would have been built. He organised many fêtes and other
means of raising money, and the day of opening of Holy
Innocents was a proud moment of his life.
- 13 -
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Mr. Letts was Churchwarden with Mr. Rowsell Senior in the late
Rev. W. Longden's Vicariate and took a strong line in inducing
Mr. Longden to exchange with the Rev. W. Erskine Knollys. Mr.
W. Goodwin afterwards became co-warden with Mr. Letts in
1890. Mr. Letts resigned for a time but came back again, and in
1904 was People's Warden for five years with Mr. Goodwin.
Mr. Letts was for some years on the old Croydon School Board
and also served on the Croydon Council. Whilst a Councillor he
built 'Springfield' in Avenue Road, although he lived abroad a
great deal. The overseers regarded Springfield as unoccupied
and struck Mr. Letts' name off the municipal roll. He thus
became disqualified to vote at the Council and was very
unwilling to resign, but eventually did so when it was
represented to him that South Norwood by this action was a
member short.
Mr. Letts instituted the Old Folks' Dinner, still continued. He
had been thrice married and the two wives who predeceased
him are buried at Shirley. It was a coincidence that upon the
death of his second wife, the remains of the first were brought
from their resting-place and were re-interred at Shirley, shortly
before the funeral of the second Mrs. Letts. Subsequently Mr.
Letts married a Miss Tidy of South Norwood. Of late years Mr
Letts has not been very much in South Norwood, spending
much of his time in the South of France where we believe he
also identified himself with Church matters. His name will
always be a cherished memory in the district, and occupy a
prominent place in its history, and that of a good and useful
citizen honoured by all.
Mr. Letts, who was in his 72nd year, leaves a widow, three sons
and a daughter to mourn his loss. The funeral takes place at
two o'clock today (Saturday) at Shirley. Mr. Letts had, it
appeared, just recovered from a somewhat serious illness in
Cannes, and had been advised by the doctor to return to
England. Since his return to London, for a change he had as a
recreation resorted to his old hobby of artistic leatherembossing, and it was whilst engaged in this work on Tuesday
- 14 -
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that he was seized with a fainting fit, which had a fatal
termination before medical assistance could be summoned.
Mr. Letts was a grandson of John Letts, the originator of the
printed diary. The latter's business was founded in the reign of
George III at a shop in the royal Exchange where the business
is still carried on. About ten years ago a factory was established
at Southwark. Among other celebrated who used the earlier
publications of the firm were Livingstone and Stanley.
The Croydon Advertiser reported Charles' Death rather more concisely with a
reference to his activities in the Croydon Council.

Croydon Advertiser — Saturday, 15th June 1912
The death occurred on Tuesday from heart disease of Mr. C.J.
Letts, for many years a resident of Springfield House, Norwood
Park, formerly a member of Croydon Town Council, who was a
member of the well-known firm of diary publishers. For many
years the deceased had wintered abroad and this led to his
severance from the organisation at South Norwood every
January of the Old folks' Dinner —an event which he started
many years ago. The deceased was elected a member of Town
Council on 22nd June 1900 when Mr. J. Smith, one of the
original members, resigned. Mr. Letts only sat for two years.
He was an uncompromising Churchman and for many years
acted as Churchwarden at St. Mark's. The pulpit at Holy
Innocents was a gift from him in memory of his first wife.
The diary publishing was started in the reign of George III by
John Letts, grandfather of the deceased who was a senior
partner. Operations were originally carried on in the old Royal
Exchange. It would seem that the diaries of Mr. Letts have
been favourites with travellers. D. Livingstone, H. Stanley and
Bishop Harrington, and others have recorded their journeys
published by this firm. They are proprietors of several patents
connected with special forms of diary.
The funeral takes place this afternoon at Shirley Churchyard.
Thomas Letts was buried in West Norwood Cemetery and the grave stone is
listed grade II.

D. Betty Griffin
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BOOK REVIEW

JOHN LOGIE BAIRD — A LIFE

By Antony Kamm and Malcolm Baird.
Published 2002 by the National Museums of Scotland Publishing Limited.
This substantial work draws on and quotes from many sources, some of them
hitherto unpublished. Baird is not an easy character to describe, but from his
early years he was obviously fascinated by the discovery of the telephone and
the ability to transmit sound over a landline and, of course, by radio when
Marconi achieved fame with his transatlantic achievement.
Although plagued throughout his life with ill-health, he managed to engage in
a number of business ventures, some of which were successful and others were
not. He finally found that his lifelong interest was devising schemes to transmit
moving pictures by wire or by radio, and, although there will always be
argument about who actually invented what we now know as television, there
is no doubt that he was a visionary in this area.
As early as 1926, using scrap materials, he managed to transmit an image, and
for the rest of his life never lost his interest in developing television. The early
transmission of television programmes had to get the support of the British
Broadcasting Corporation, John Reith in particular, and for a long time his
achievements were treated as no more than an interesting novelty with no
particular future. Finally, however, using Alexandra Palace for transmissions,
the BBC mounted a series of trials of Baird's system (described then as
mechanical) and a rival system put forward by EMI. In the event Baird lost the
battle, but it was mainly because his rival had very substantial financial
backing, and Baird had been unsuccessful in getting American commercial
support. But Baird went on, using Crystal Palace as his workshop and studio
(until it burnt down) and the South Tower for his experimental transmissions.
He had many 'firsts' to his name – transatlantic television, the use of colour,
and stereoscopic television (with and without special glasses). He foresaw the
introduction of commercial competition for the monopoly of the BBC, and the
use of colour. He is also credited with the concept of video recording, and what
is now in widespread use as facsimile transmissions (the 'Fax'). Some also
credit him with an early demonstration of transmissions from aircraft based on
- 16 -
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John Logie Baird (sitting) with Ben Clapp at his amateur station 2KZ
used to transmit television across the Atlantic in February 1928.
(Picture courtesy of the Crystal Palace Foundation)
a patent of 1926, but the book does not suggest that he was directly involved
in the development of navigational radar during WWII (H2S).
During the war he was engaged by Cable and Wireless as a consultant with a
modest financial retainer, but his discoveries were not regarded by the then
Ministry of Supply as relevant to the war effort.
This account of Baird's life is well-researched and comprehensive – only in
recent years, with colour television now commonplace, has his inventive
genius been recognised. His work brought him little financial reward, whereas
others have derived great benefit from it. Alongside Marconi, Alexander
Graham Bell and others Baird has left an enduring legacy, even to the extent
that it enabled the world to see television footage of the Moon Landing! One
can only speculate what he might have achieved if his health had been good
and he had lived longer.

Sidney Evans.
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LANDSCAPES AND GEOLOGICAL HISTORY
NORWOOD AND DISTRICT

Talk on 20th August at the Phoenix Centre by Dr M J Heath
Dr Heath explained that the time scale that his talk would cover would start
with the supposed Big Bang and decelerate exponentially to the present time.
He began his talk marking the beginning of time with the Big Bang, and that
the subsequent expanding gases would coalesce under the influence of gravity
to form galaxies and stars and other bodies like the Earth. The Earth suffered
a calamitous impact from another body and, it is thought, this resulted in the
formation of our satellite, the moon. He managed however to leap from periods
billions (or trillions) of years ago to how the Earth gradually changed from
being a fiery ball, devoid of habitation to the various land masses we now
identify as continents. The Earth went through stages of being mainly ice and
glaciers, and volcanic eruptions on a grand scale causing its crust to rise in
parts, forming mountains, ridges folds and basins. The depictions of the
surface of the Earth at various stages showed a very different arrangement of
continents from what we know today. A very early fossilised remnant of
something that looked a plant or possibly a creature of some kind, still
remained a mystery, but was regarded as the earliest possible example of the
arrival of plant life.
The talk, illustrated with many slides, went on to show the evolution from
simple single cell organisms up to more complex creatures such as insects,
reptiles, amphibians, and finally warm-blooded animals and birds. Many of
these theories were supported by the evidence of various fossils and other
remains.
Geological history was explained in well-presented and interesting detail, with
maps showing how the development of the landscape we know today was
formed. Particular examples were the basin in which the Weald is situated, and
the land 'folding' that created the North and South Downs, with evidence
showing that it was once under water. The rivers of course had to find their
way downhill to the sea in the folds between areas of higher ground, and until
Britain was finally detached from Europe the Thames would have found its
way to the North Sea. London was on a bed of clay on top of gravel, and at one
time water flow could well have reached the sea in several separate rivers.
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Geological Map of Norwood and the Surrounding Area
from "The Great North Wood" by J Corbet Anderson published in 1898
Dr Heath provided an account of how knowledge of the formation of the Earth
was acquired through analysis of types of rock. He explained that chalk, a
major component of South-East England's geological make-up, was not a rock
but an agglomeration of tiny creatures as small as a grain of sand. A picture
was shown of a fragment of meteorite which struck the Earth at the turn of the
century. Another showed the gravel and stony remains of previous water
movements from ground near the surface of a site, currently at the top of our
450 foot high hill, not 50 yards away from the Phoenix Centre.
Turning to another local issue Dr Heath explained that by using solely a
contour map he could identify the course of the Effra River correctly. It would
of course have had tributaries, but the course was not always that set out in
guide books. It certainly produced a substantial flow of water, and one story he
told was of a coffin (supposedly washed out from Norwood Cemetery) was
once carried along it into the Thames in the nineteenth century.
An account was then given of the progress made in creating wild-life habitats
in the Dulwich and other areas, and the increase in the numbers and varieties
of butterflies and dragonflies – informed members of the audience vied with
each other in identifying them.
Dr Heath outlined the support from some local authorities to create natural
habitats for local life and hoped that those present would do their best to
promote other wild-life habitats and the trees and shrubs that would support
them. Questions were then invited and discussed.

David Khan
- 19 -

THE NORWOOD REVIEW

WINTER 2009

SOUTH NORWOOD PERSONALITIES
THE ‘JERSEY LILY'
One of the most celebrated residents of South Norwood
was the Jersey Lily – the actress Lillie Langtry, who
was born in Jersey in 1852. Once described as the
most beautiful woman in England, she lived in a fourstorey mansion opposite the present entrance to
Spurgeon's College and known originally as 'The
Firs'. Built probably in the 1880's, it was in a plain
classical style, faced with white stucco, with elaborate
gardens and magnificent views across the grounds of Beaulieu Heights towards
north Kent and the Thames estuary.
Lillie Langtry became the mistress of Edward, Prince of Wales, soon after they
first met in 1877, and it seems likely that throughout the 1889's he frequently
'took tea' with her at The Firs, as the euphemism goes, and recklessly placed
bets in the first floor gambling parlour. This may explain why from 1881 to
1892 the house otherwise unaccountably drops out of the Croydon Directories
for that period. Had she discreetly gone ex-Directory?
Edward's affections turned elsewhere in 1890, and Mrs. Langtry herself moved
on, leaving The Firs (then 248 and 250 South Norwood Hill) to re-emerge in
the 1893 Directory as Court Royal, an irresistible allusion to its romantic
recent history. The new owner, no doubt taking advantage of the house's
reputation, if not notoriety, turned it into the Court Royal Private Hotel in
1895, which lasted until 1901, when the Prince of Wales succeeded to the
throne as Edward VII.
Evidently turning over a new leaf, it became the
Court Royal Convalescent Home in 1901, possibly
for Boer War wounded, and then from 1907 to 1915
the Whitehall Nursing Institution. From early 1915
until 1919 the house was run for wounded of the
First World War by the Order of St. John. Known as
the Princess Christian Hospital, after its Patron, it had
around 60 beds, an operating theatre and many other
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Lillie Langtry
facilities, including well-kept gardens. With the help of volunteer workers and
local residents it became a much-valued and popular institution. Sir Ernest
Tritton, the long-standing Member of Parliament for Norwood, was the
Hospital's first Chairman, and Lady Falkland was Commandant of the Nursing
Order.
The Peace brought the closure of the Hospital, and a sad emptiness to the
house, which was converted into 10 flats in 1922, known simply as 'Whitehall'.
Gently deteriorating, with overgrown gardens, disfigured by external iron
staircases at the front, and with garish red window frames, it was long the
subject of local speculation as to its future, and was finally demolished in about
1980. It was replaced exactly within its original boundaries by the present
block of flats and houses called 'Tummons Gardens'. Tummons was the
surname of a family of local farmers.

John Hickman
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THE DEAD CENTRE OF STREATHAM
An Illustrated Talk by John Brown on 17th July 2009

Back in the Summer John Brown of the Streatham Society gave a fascinating
talk to the Society's Local History Group with the intriguing title The Dead
Centre of Streatham. This was not about urban blight and regeneration, but
about the graveyard of St Leonard's Church, the parish church of Streatham
which is situated at the corner of Streatham High Road and Tooting Bec
Gardens, at the dead centre of what was once the old village.
There are 282 identifiable graves in the churchyard. The earliest grave is that
of Master Humphrey Townshend, son of Thomas Townsend, a hatter, who died
in 1708 aged 17. The last person to be buried there was Edith Montefiore in
February 1944, who was 90 when she died.
John went on to tell us about some of the people, famous and completely
unknown, who are buried in this churchyard. One of the saddest tales is that of
Mary West-West. She died aged 17 when she fell off a cliff while on holiday
in Llandudno in 1865. Elizabeth Russell, on the other hand, was 104 when she
died in 1772. 'She' had been Dr Johnson's seamstress, but turned out to have
been a man. George Pratt, the draper and property developer who died in 1890,
is there. Many will remember Pratt's, the John Lewis store which closed in
1990 and left a gaping hole in Streatham High Road. Then there was William
Matthew Coulthurst, one of the senior partners of Coutts Bank, who died in
1885 aged 85. Another distinguished gentleman buried in the churchyard was
Sir Arthur Helps, Clerk of the Privy Council, a confidant of Queen Victoria,
the editor of Prince Albert's correspondence and editor of the Highland Journal.
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Robert Garrard the Crown Jeweller is also there, as is George Trollope, of the
building firm Trollope & Coles and a relative of the great Victorian novelist
Anthony Trollope.
The nineteenth-century artist William Dyce, who designed the chancel
extension in the church, and who was responsible for many of the historic
paintings in the new Houses of Parliament, is also buried in this churchyard. He
designed the original florin (2 shilling (10p) piece) and his painting of the
Madonna and child was featured on the Christmas stamps in 2007 and 2008.
Also buried in the graveyard is the longest serving Rector of Streatham, Canon
John Nicholl, who died in 1905 aged 96 after living in the parish for 61 years.
When old and senile he went out on Tooting Bec Common partly-naked and
his embarrassed wife had to fetch him home.
John ended his talk by telling us about the state of the graveyard today. Sadly
it gets infested with litter, beer cans and drug addicts occasionally leave used
needles there. John highlighted the work of Fay Whiting and other volunteers
in helping clean up the mess and keeping the graveyard neat and tidy and
helping make it a pleasant place to visit.
This was a well-researched talk, attractively presented. The slides
complemented the talk rather than hindered the speaker's flow, as can
sometimes happen. The interior of the church is also of interest. It is to be
hoped that John will talk to the Norwood Society about that too one day.

Richard Lines
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Obituary
Harold Lockwood
In tragic circumstances we have lost one of
our oldest members – Harold Lockwood. He
was a man of many parts – a former Mayor of
Lambeth, where he served as a councillor for
many years for Knight's Hill Ward, a
churchman, a keen allotment holder, a
magistrate, a family man, and a committed
member of the Norwood Society. Harold
contributed several articles to the Norwood Review, the
first in January 1980 giving a comprehensive account of a guided walk through
West Norwood and Dulwich, the second in August 1995 giving an interesting
description of the origins of the Conquering Hero public house and the
adjoining pond, and the third in that year about the Biggin Hill Allotments, of
which he was the Chairman.
He had wide interests, and gave his energy without stint to all kinds of
associations. His father was W C (Bill) Lockwood, Editor of the Norwood
News, and this would have led to his son going into the print industry and
becoming a lecturer at the London College of Printing. He still found time to
engage in community work. We are grateful for the support that he gave to the
Norwood Society over many years.
Bill Pitt, as a young man, remembers Harold as an inspirational Sunday School
Teacher, and clearly his Christian commitment steered him in the direction of
the community work to which he devoted so much of his life. Eric Kings
recollects that his parents, who served with Harold on Lambeth Council,
always spoke warmly of him.
Harold will be sadly missed by many people, above all by his wife and family.
The circumstances of his death (he was hit by a car while walking) is a tragedy,
and the Society extends its sympathy and condolences to his widow and family.

Ed.
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JOSIAH STAMP
1ST BARON STAMP
Josiah Stamp was the subject of a talk to the Local History Group by John King
who is known to us for his Lewisham Local History Society and Croydon
Airport Society involvements. The following article is drawn from his talk, and
also from other sources.
To begin at the end, Josiah Stamp, his wife and eldest son Wilfrid, were killed
by the blast from a bomb on the night of 16th April 1941 in the basement of
their Shortlands home. He was then only 60, and had he lived there is no doubt
that he would have had a substantial, important and influential contribution to
make to Britain's post-war economic troubles.
His beginnings were modest, and he joined the Civil Service as a boy clerk at
the age of 16, having achieved success in the national examination. He was
allocated (fortunately, as it turned out) to the Inland Revenue Department, and
gained the highest marks in an examination for a higher grade post. His ability
was quickly recognised, and he was promoted and later sent to Leicester and
then to Hereford as an assistant inspector. He gained a degree in economics by
external study, and by 1909 was a 1st Class Inspector in London.
He met Olive Marsh at the age of 17, and they corresponded for several years
until they married in 1903 and set up home in London. Further promotions
followed until in 1916 he became assistant secretary to the Board of Inland
Revenue, and built up a considerable reputation as an economist.
In 1919, he was head-hunted by Nobel Industries, becoming director and
secretary to the Board. His reputation during the war years was such that his
advice was said to have been sought by Reginald McKenna, the then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, about economic issues. He was a member of the
Royal Commission on Income Tax in 1919, and other important committees
later.
One important appointment, and one that would lead to controversy in later
years, was to serve on the Dawes Reparation Commission's Committee on
German Currency and Finance in 1924. That Committee's report led to
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reparations being discontinued (much to the annoyance of the French) in favour
of re-establishing Germany's economy. Stamp was also involved in helping to
set up a state railway company to run German railways on commercial lines.
His reputation was further enhanced in the post-war years by becoming an
adviser to Government Departments, and by his learned papers and articles. He
was knighted in 1920. In 1926 he left Nobel to become Chairman of the
London, Midland & Scottish Railway which had only been formed three years
earlier following the grouping of the railways.
In 1928 he also became a director of the Bank of England. It was however said
that his lack of knowledge of the railway industry showed itself for some years
in his approach to the problems facing the railways. In 1938 he was ennobled
as Lord Stamp of Shortlands.
One of his brothers was Sir Dudley Stamp, CBE, the famous geography
professor, who apparently showed the same facility in the use of the written
word, and an ability to digest and retain information at an awesome rate. It was
said about Josiah that his way to success was to develop his mind as a cerebral
filing system, and to condition himself for maintaining a capacity for continual
work. He had an encyclopaedic memory and prodigious energy – these were
comments made about him.
Josiah Stamp was by upbringing strictly teetotal and a committed Christian,
and this was notable and gave rise to comment in the commercial world of the
time. He was not however free from controversy, mainly because of his attitude
towards Germany during the growth of the Nazi Government. He supported the
appeasement policy. He had, it seemed, developed sympathy for the economic
plight of the German people after the 14-18 War, and his work with the Dawes
Commission would have led him to applaud Germany's economic success from
1933 onwards.
His judgment, however, led him to argue that British universities should still
send representatives to Heidelberg's 550th anniversary even though Jewish
lecturers there had lost their jobs due to Nazi racial policies. He justified his
argument by blaming the Government and not the university. However, two
years later he wrote articles for Herman Goering's magazine 'Der
Vierjahresplan' (the four-year plan), and also attended the Nuremberg Party
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Rally as Hitler's guest. At that time, however, it has to be said in his defence
that many prominent people were similarly misguided.
Lord Stamp's death created, ironically, a taxation difficulty. His eldest son was
killed by the same bomb that killed his father, and it had to be decided whether,
if he died later (even minutes) he would have inherited the peerage. As it was
impossible to establish the sequence of deaths it had to be decided on the basis
of a principle of law that where the sequence could not be determined it should
be assumed that the elder had died first. This meant that Wilfred inherited the
title (and presumably the estate) momentarily, and the title passed to Trevor,
the second son in line. However, this meant that estate duty had to be paid
twice. One can imagine what Josiah's view would have been of this particularly
quirky law!
The following is said to be attributable to Stamp, and may have a familiar ring
about it, given current circumstances.
`Banking was conceived in iniquity and was born in sin.
The bankers own the earth. Take it away from them, but
leave them the power to create money, and with a flick of
the pen* they will create enough deposits to buy it back
again.
However, take away from them the power to create
money and all the great fortunes like mine will disappear
and they ought to disappear, for this would be a happier
and better world to live in.
But, if you wish to remain the slaves of bankers and pay
the cost of your own slavery, let them continue to create
money.'
*For 'a flick of the pen', substitute 'the press of a computer button'.
With thanks to John King for introducing Lord Stamp to the Norwood Society,
and acknowledgements to Wikipedia and others.

Rebecca Pemberton
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