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THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in June 2010. Contributions should be sent,
no later than 19th May, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood Review, 47 Ross
Road, London SE25 6SB (Tel: 020 8653 0402). Would contributors please
give their ‘phone number, address and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There have been two major planning issues arising over the last 3 months or
so. One, the fate of the Gala Bingo Hall in Church Road, and the other is the
long-running saga of Cumberlow Lodge in South Norwood Hill. After a wellorganised campaign supported by the Norwood Society Bromley Council,
narrowly, decided to refuse an application to change the use of the Bingo Hall
to that of a church, but there might of course be an appeal. The main grounds
for objection were the lack of parking and the effect on traffic.
The third application for a large development of flats and houses on the
Cumberlow Lodge site, although recommended by the Croydon Planning
Department for approval, was emphatically refused by the Planning
Committee. On this occasion the Committee looked carefully and in detail at
the standard and type of accommodation proposed, and found it unacceptable.
The single access through Chalfont Road remained an issue.
Other planning matters include the poor design of the railings erected without
planning permission at the old All Saints' Vicarage building in Church Road.
The Council has refused retrospective permission, but it remains to be seen
how the matter will be resolved. Permission was also refused for new railings
on the frontage of Stanley Halls, and also for a long run of railings on the
Dorrington Court, South Norwood Hill, frontage. The Triangle, as usual, has
thrown up a number of planning applications.
Progress is gradually being made with the papers and records held by the
Society - the Committee is anxious to ensure that the most important
documents are copied before they are transferred elsewhere for safe keeping
and public access.
Our Anniversary Concert on 5th February proved to be a great success, and
was thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended. A comprehensive report is
included in this Review.
We have received praise for the quality of recent articles in the Review, and
this has given rise to an increase in contributions, including photographs, from
people with a past or present interest in the Norwood area.

Theyou a Happy Easter.
I wish
NORWOOD
Eric
Kings
SOCIETY
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SECRETARY'S REPORT
Thanks go to the many of you who have paid their 2010 subscription so
promptly and a reminder goes to those of you who have not yet done so. You
have probably forgotten (and I don't bear grudges), but let me remind you that
a little tick in the 2010 column next to each name gives me such satisfaction
and peace of mind.
The Norwood Society has for many years been affiliated to The Civic Trust, a
voice that spoke for the 250.000 members like you all over the country. It had
become increasingly reliant on public funds and grants, some of this funding
fell away and the Trust will therefore cease to exist at the end of the month. A
new body, Civic Voice www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk, is to be launched on
the 17th April, thanks to some start-up grants from the National Trust and
RIBA. A presentation that two of us attended on the 18th Feb. was most
inspiring and interesting issues were raised, but the fact remains that this new
body will need to be entirely independent and will need to run on a third of its
former income. An excellent website could reduce the work considerably. The
website suggests £1.50 per member with a cap of £500 per organisation. And
insurance is a separate issue.
Two beautiful framed paintings by Audrey Hammond, executed in ink and
pastel in 2000, depicting the greengrocer on the Crystal Palace Parade and the
fishmonger in Westow Street, have been donated to the Society by the son of
the late Gunnvor Stallybrass. He suggested that we sell, raffle or donate them.
"The Greengrocer" is for sale and bidding starts at £125. The second "The
Fishmonger," has been donated to the upper Norwood Library. A further 3
prints by the same artist that would grace any Norwood home are for sale, all
of them A4 size and framed: Haynes Lane (1969), The Triangle (1971) and
Westow Hill (1971). True bargains at £25 each or £60 for all three.
With the support of the Crystal Palace Foundation and The Sydenham Society
we are hoping to stage a Musical Biography of Sir August Manns. (his life and
the music performed in his time in Norwood). We recently saw it performed in
Old Harlow and the journey was well worth it. The pianist, singer, actress and
director are high calibre professionals and I cannot wait to see it again. In the
meantime, do re-read "A Progress of Music" (Chapter 11 in The Phoenix
Suburb).

Anna Lines
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50th ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
Friday 5th February 2010
The 50th Anniversary of the foundation of the Society (originally known as the
Upper Norwood and District Preservation Society) on 5th February 1960 was
commemorated by a special concert in the hall of All Saints' Junior School
given by the Bromley Concert Band, who perform regularly throughout Kent
and also in Belgium, Holland and Germany, but rarely in Croydon. This band,
consisting of woodwind, brass and percussion, played hits from musicals from
the last 50 years, including tunes from Oliver, The Sound of Music, and Les
Misérables. We also heard Great Movie Marches, a tribute to Count Basie, the
overture to Mack and Mabel, to which Torville and Dean skated to Olympic
Gold in 1980, Queen in Concert and a Jamaican folk suite. For the classicallyminded there were Offenbach's Ballet Parisien, an arrangement of a Toccata by
JS Bach and the band's finale, Finlandia.
The concert and individual items were introduced by the conductor, Martin
Gibbs, and the band's Chairman, Michael Shea. The latter has an encyclopaedic
knowledge of music and composers and was able to give excellent potted
introductions to the pieces played. There was something for everyone to enjoy
and for many members it was a trip down memory lane. A spirited attempt by
Martin Gibbs to get the audience to sing along to one number did not, however,
succeed. Finlandia had been billed as the finale, but the band actually went on
to end (appropriately) with Congratulations, the opening bars of which had
begun the concert.
This was a splendid start
to the Society's 50th
Anniversary and many
thanks are due to VicePresident Peter Austin
who organised the event
and gave a short
introductory address.
The Deputy Mayor of
Croydon (wearing his
chain of office) was
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there with his consort, as were ward councillors from Croydon and Bromley
and the Chief Librarian of Upper Norwood Joint Library, Bradley Millington.
The Rt Hon. Malcolm Wicks, MP for Croydon North, and Mike Fisher, Leader
of Croydon Council, unfortunately had to send apologies at the last moment. At
the start of the proceedings Peter Denman presented to Jane Elliott, Head
Teacher of the Junior and Infant Schools, a drawing he had made of the old All
Saints' School to replace one stolen from the school some years ago.
Thanks are also due to Bill Pitt, who designed and prepared an attractive
souvenir programme, and to Sue Nagle and Margaret Condon who organised
the refreshments. These were served in a half-hour interval which gave an
opportunity for members and guests to visit the Society's bookstall manned by
Anna Lines and the exhibition of pictures of Norwood past curated by Keith
Holdaway. Finally, the Society owes a debt of thanks to Jane Elliott, Michaela
Groves, the Business Manager of both schools, and the Caretaker, Basil
Tompsett.

Richard Lines
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ALBERT COURT
NORWOOD TO CALIFORNIA IN 1892
My ancestor Albert Court went from humble beginnings in New Town, Upper
Norwood to become a successful businessman in Livingston, California. He
built the Court Theatre in Livingston in 1917, and this represented the
culmination of a long, upwardly-mobile and doubtless difficult journey from
South London to the United States via Canada.
Born in 1862 in New Town, Norwood, South-East London, Albert was the only
son of Albert James Court and Elizabeth (Stanley) Court. Albert James was the
older brother of my great grandfather Joseph Court. Elizabeth died of
consumption when he was five years old and he went to live with his
grandparents, George and Matilda, at 7 Albert Terrace; New Town, Norwood.
Albert lived with them until he married in 1882.
New Town was an unusual if not unique development in that it was designed
solely to house working-class families, and had a peripheral wall, in some
places 10-12 feet tall. Building commenced in the 1840's and continued until
the '90's. A major impetus behind this small working-class enclave was the resiting of the Crystal Palace in 1854 just down the road from New Town. It is
of interest that one of Albert's uncles, Charles Court, who lived just round the
corner from him in Beulah Terrace, died from a fall whilst painting the Palace
in 1874, aged 34. Built in a hurry by speculative builders and without proper
regard to such matters as drainage, New Town offers a stark contrast to the
more salubrious parts of Norwood beyond its walls. In her book, Treetops and
Terraces Beryl D Cheeseman paints a rather grim picture of New Town. She
quotes graphic descriptions of the poor maintenance of the roads from the
Norwood News. A letter in 1882 to this newspaper opines as follows: `When
Rockmount School was made at the ratepayers' expense, we thought we had
reached the end of our imprisonment... But Mr Bird soon dispelled our hopes
by building a concrete wall ten feet high at the end of the road so as to shut off
the humble cottages at the bottom end of New Town from the view of his
tenants and also to prevent the inhabitants of those cottages from profaning
Rockmount Road by passing through it'.
Albert's grandfather George Court had been a successful carpenter/undertaker
employing two men and an apprentice in Maidstone prior to moving to New
-6-
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Town. All six of his sons took up
building-related trades, mostly
carpentry, the trade Albert and his
father followed. Following the death of
his wife, Albert's father, Albert James,
went twice to America in 1870 and
1873 and plied his trade in
Philadelphia. He returned however
and, with his new wife Emma, he too
went to live with George and Matilda.
For a period then he was reunited with
his son and it seems likely that it was
his experiences in America that
inspired Albert to remove his family
there in 1892.
Albert and his wife Marian had six
children at the time of their departure
from England in 1892. They joined a
tide of migrants crossing the Atlantic
in search of a better life.

Albert Court

Pressing demographic and economic issues had been fuelling this huge
movement of people over the past century. A phenomenal increase in
population at the beginning of the century, producing poor urban housing
conditions, overcrowding and unemployment, all contributed to this exodus.
Encouragement by the authorities on both sides of the Atlantic, including
financial inducement and promises of land plus the greater comfort on voyage
following the introduction of steam, all played their part. Whist it is likely that
these factors had a bearing on Albert's decision it is also quite possible that
they were not absolutely crucial in his case. A degree of enterprise and
personal ambition above the ordinary, perhaps inherited from his father and
grandfather, seems to have been present also. The journey was still long and
arduous and conditions in 'steerage' class (their most likely status on board)
were far from comfortable. Their youngest, Edwin, was less than a year old.
They travelled with a couple, Joe and Millie Epton, whom they had met whilst
Marian was in the lying-in hospital. Millie, who had lost her child, willingly
shared in the care of the baby. Three more children were born in Canada.
-7-
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The families arrived to an uncertain financial future in Canada where they
made for Wapella situated in an area of the North West Territories (now
Saskatchewan) that had, over the previous two decades, seen considerable
political unrest. Wapella, whose logo proudly claims to be 'Right in the Middle
of Somewhere' was, when the immigrant families arrived, an isolated
settlement barely 10 years old. A number of Jewish settlers fleeing persecution
in Eastern Europe were among the first to settle the area. Albert and Joe were
responsible for building many of the substantial buildings in that place (John
Outcalt 'History of Merced County California' 1925). A small farming
community (population then less than 900, now less than 500) no doubt
imposed limits on Albert's and Joe's ambitions. In search of more work the
Courts moved to Vancouver for a short period leaving their son Edwin with the
Eptons, and then in 1907 to San Francisco. This latter move was no doubt
prompted by the building boom following the great earthquake of 1906.
In 1909 the family moved to Livingston, California, a small farming town in
the San Joaquin Valley. It was here that Albert reached the zenith of his career.
He continued to build not only important buildings such as the Court Theatre
but also his reputation as a worthy citizen and pillar of the community. John
Outcalt (see above) eulogises Albert `Well as follows: known among the
industrious, respected and prosperous business men of Livingston is Albert
Court, proprietor of the Court Theatre and the Court Confectionery Store. His
firm, known as Court and Wilcox, built the Crowell block, the grammar school
building, and many business houses and residences in the town'. In 1921 he
became one of the city's first Trustees. His son, Albert Stanley, who assisted
him in running the cinema, was made Mayor in 1944.
True pioneers, Albert and his family settled in an isolated part of Canada when
log or sod houses (soddies) were still the standard mode of accommodation.
His joint enterprise with Joe Epton helped to develop that community. To
improve his family's prospects he then went with them to California via
Vancouver. At each stage of Albert's life he placed himself and his family in
unpredictable and often very difficult environments but nevertheless ones of
great possibility. The evidence suggests that he worked hard to overcome these
difficulties. This picture of Albert standing in front of his cinema, which one
suspects was one of his proudest achievements, shows a man who had come a
very long way from the inauspicious surroundings that he had known as a
young man in New Town, Norwood, South East London.

Roger Court
-8-
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KINGSLYN,
KINGSLYN, NORWOOD
We continue the second and final part of Anne Violet Fuchs's record of her
childhood, the first part of which was published in the Autumn 2009 edition of
the Norwood Review.
At Kingslyn there was always a great coming and going of visitors; always
people calling, people staying in the house, people coming to dinner, to lunch,
to tennis; Mother and Minnie getting ready to go to dances, dinners, concerts,
theatres. Sometimes I would go down with my father to the cellar, and this is
the first thing I remember about him, though he was always "there" before. He
would fetch up precious wines for dinner-parties; they had to be carried level
in a little long basket with an opening at one end to receive the reclining
bottle's neck. In this basket the cobwebbed bottle would come upstairs in a
great state, sometimes it would go to the table in the basket, sometimes the
wine would be decanted by my father through a funnel with a strainer in it
covered with a piece of clean white blotting-paper. The funnel let the wine into
a beautiful diamond decanter with a marvellous stopper, through the facets of
which I could see scores of Papas and scores of decanters all at once. My father
would impress upon me the sacredness of 1840 port, and I always had to taste
a tiny drop of real claret, wonderful Lafitte and Larose, to train my palate! So
I learnt to despise "vin ordinaire" and to understand something of such people
as Dr. Middleton in The Egoist.
Those were wonderful cellars for mystery and romance. They were reached by
a dark twisting stone stair, and were very large and dark, and smelt of wine and
of great crops of stored apples. One day a powerful odour of spirits arose into
the house, but no one could go into the cellar to see 'what was the matter', for
my father had gone to London with the key in his pocket. When he came home,
it was found that the tap of the whiskey-barrel had been left running, and the
cellar floors were flooded with whisky. The gardener, William Spinks, was
sent down to clean it up; he returned in a decidedly fuddled condition, and said
that the fumes had overcome him!
The door of the strong-room was next the door to the cellar stairs. It was an
ordinary panelled door like the others, but when one opened it one found it
backed by a great iron door studded with big nails, like the door of a safe. In
here were documents quite uninteresting, but also all the "best" glass and china.
-9-
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I used to go with the parlour-maid to get it out for dinner-parties; we went in
by the light of a candle, and the rich-coloured china and glowing red and white
cut glass shone to me as if it were the cave of the Forty Thieves. My father
would stand by with the key, and show me the thickness of the great iron door,
and say: "If you got shut in there, nobody would ever hear you cry!" That had
terrible charm.
The dining-room was thirty feet long, and had a parquet border round the floor,
on which the chairs stood in pairs, and here I used to go "swimming"; flat on
my stomach I would propel myself along and worry myself through the chairs
without moving them. It was a great day when some young men visitors were
moved to do likewise, and stuck in the legs of the chairs.
The drawing-room was large and contained a great many fascinating things, but
my chief joy was the billiard-room. This must have been a big room, for I
remember it contained at one time a full-sized billiard-table, a Bechstein
concert grand piano, a table large enough for six to eight people to dine at, a
sofa, and a long reclining-chair. It was my delight to be allowed to get the balls
out of the pockets when they went down, and to run round to replace the red
ball on its spot.
The gardener's name was William Spinks; he lived in the lodge, and was a stout
stolid person with a black spade shaped beard, rather like an Assyrian image. He
had a plain square wife with a nice smile, who came in to work in the house, in
pink cotton dresses which seemed to account for her name of Mrs Spinks. They
said he sometimes beat her, but this was just an awful surmise. He liked to
mystify me. He used to bring up the coals to the nursery, and always said "Here's
some black diamonds for you!" I did not understand this and thought it odd. Now
I see he must have heard of diamonds and coals both being carbon. He used to
tell me very solemnly that every kind of food had some poison in it except
carrots - "and that's why carrots is indigestible!" I thought about this a great deal,
but could never come to any conclusion about it. I did not like William. There
seemed a slight flavour of evil about him. He always set out the beds with a row
of scarlet geraniums, a row of yellow calceolaria, and a front row of blue lobelia.
I think most gardeners did in his day. But the garden had other delights and
beauties, which I shall describe later on.
Now I was nine years old, and the summer was coming. My arm was mended
after an accident, and my back did not hurt any more, so I could go in the
garden. It was a wonderful garden to me. The drive and front door were as it
- 10 -
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were on the side of the house,
and the whole front looked over
the garden to the south, and
away over steeply sloping
grounds of other places, over
Thornton Heath which was a
quite small place then, and away
to a blue ridge which they called
the Surrey Hills. Outside the
conservatory, the drawing-room
and billiard-room ran a
gravelled terrace with a low
stone wall at its edge. Below a
slope from this was the tennislawn, and this was enclosed on
two sides by a sea of
rhododendrons, on this sloping
bank and in the left side also on
a bank. On the right it had a big
group of stately Wellingtonias
and other conifers, with ferny
mossy paths beneath. The next
level below was a curving
gravel path, under a high
Kingslyn on Grange Road as depicted in
sloping bank coming down
the 1894 Ordnance Survey Map
from the lawn; all this bank was
planted with strong roses which were pegged to the earth slope, and blossomed
in great red scented blooms all along their curving stems. There was a moundlike rise below this, grass with another group of conifers, and below this the
grass orchard sloped away down to the boundary, where there was a sort of
dell, perhaps formerly a pond, banked in a romantic way with large rocks
among which ferns grew. At least to me they were rocks; perhaps only big
stones.
This was the manner of the central slopes. But on the right, from near the back
of William's lodge at the gate, right down to the fern-dell at the bottom, went
a secluded wild path among thick trees, so wild that moss and white violets ran
- 11 -
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over the path, and I felt it an adventure to go there. It was not near the
cultivated garden; hay-grass lay between and made it wild and wondrous. In
that hay-grass was a group of tall elms, where Ann sometimes sat with me: I
had to lie upon a rug, and I liked gazing up through the great dome of green.
They talked of getting me a hammock, and I always believed I should be slung
up high among the leaves in it; when I found one had to have them near the
ground to get into, just like a bed, they became prosaic and uninteresting.
On the left side of the garden a long straight path ran down above the
rhododendron bank of the lawn as far as the orchard. On its left was a queer
wooden hut with windows called "the summer-house", which no one ever
entered but Ann and me. It was surrounded by quite a large shrubbery of
flowering currant, and that smell still takes me back to the showery days of
spring, when I had to shelter in that dull shaded place, and loved the colour and
smell outside. "My garden" was a long bed at the bottom of the tennis-lawn, or
rather, below the lawn, at the top of the orchard. Those orchard-trees! A huge
spreading cherry, that was piled with white blossom; and a pink-blooming
great apple-tree that bore wonderful little sweet crisp red apples in such
profusion that the ground would be red and great baskets would be piled up,
when William had stumped up a ladder and shaken the tree. The black
retrievers, Neptune and Rover, liked those apples, and would bite the reddish
side out of every windfall they could find. Rover was Minnie's dog, a silky
wave-coated retriever, and mine was called Nep, though I had little control
over him. He had tight black curls all over him, and a dear honest face. Rover
had a passion for running away, and used to follow any boy that would throw
a stone for him. It became quite a lucrative occupation in the neighbourhood to
whistle Rover away and then claim a reward for bringing him back. My honest
Nep never indulged in these pranks, though he was much younger. They lived
in kennels in a large wire cage. There were golden pheasants in another wire
enclosure. The vegetable garden was behind the house and I never went much
there except when the strawberries were ripe or there were peaches on the
wall! One other haunt I had was a group of three or four fir tees at the top of
the long path, which I called "my fir-house". By lifting aside one of the great
fanned branches which swept the earth, I could step into a concealed and
roomy dwelling, roofed with broad branches and carpeted deeply with dry firneedles. No plants grew there except a single straggling violet, my name-sake.
It was a wonderful garden for varied joys!
- 12 -
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LAURENCE COUSSELL - by his son
My father, Laurence Coussell, was born in 1907 and educated at Dulwich
College. During the 1920's he became interested in photography (both still and
ciné) and sound recording and reproduction. This led to his developing a cinema
sound system which he spent the years 1930 to 1935 installing in cinemas across
Ireland and in Paris. He returned to London in July 1935 and decided to make his
first film, "The Royal and Ancient City of Canterbury". Filming was completed
by the end of the year and first showings took place in January to February 1936.
The film was later distributed by MGM.
J Arthur Rank, who was a keen Methodist, had been considering the possible use
of film in churches and my father must have shown him the Canterbury film
fairly quickly because by mid-February 1936 he was in discussion with Rev
Edwards and Dr Gregory about the formation of a film unit for a Religious Film
Society, I assume as a Rank subsidiary. By 18 February 1936 my father was taken
on to run the production company for a trial period of three months, later
extended. Various films were made while the company was still seeking a
permanent home.
It seems a lease was taken on the Jasper (formerly Ranger) Road site in Upper
Norwood in June 1937 in the name of RFS Library and Studio, with my father as
Chief Technician. After some time spent in equipping the place it was officially
opened by Mrs Rank on 28 September 1937. Over the next few years quite a
number of films were made at the studio, with some, at least, of the processing
being carried out at Denham Studios.
My father died in 1941. Despite the war the studio must have existed in some way
because it bought various items of equipment which my father had loaned to it.
Unfortunately most of my father's business papers were destroyed in 1955. I
recently gave all that were left to the British Film Institute archive. The BFI also
holds copies of several of my father's films of the time. A short reel he made on
"Firewatching" in 1940/41 is with the Imperial War Museum. His still
photographs, mostly from the 1920's, are in the Dulwich College archive.
In 1991 I was able with a friend to gain access to the old RFS studio and
photograph the dereliction. The old swimming bath was visible under the floor.
Most of these pictures too are at the BFI. At the time there was talk of converting
the place to a community centre but, of course, it was pulled down and replaced
with houses.*

David Coussell
*See also pages 17/18
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WINDERMERE HOUSE IN THE 1950s
From 1949 until 1961, my father, mother and I lived in a rented flat on the first
floor of Windermere House, 110 Church Road. It was rather a strange
experience, but one which I would not have missed for anything. During the
war, many parts of Upper Norwood were severely damaged by the V1 Flying
Bombs that, if they fell short of their targets in central London, hit the slopes
of Sydenham Hill. When we moved there, the area around Windermere House
still had a sense of dereliction. In 1947, a year after he was discharged from the
R.A.F., my father, Henry Chessell, was appointed Organiser for Adult
Education for the County Borough of Croydon and part of his job was to act as
Warden of the newly established 'Windermere' complex, which comprised the
grey brick Victorian house, a two-storey red brick hostel block and a number
of linked Nissen huts. Windermere House had been built for his own use by the
architect Sir M. D. Wyatt (1820-77) before it was occupied by the Principal of
the Royal Normal College for the Blind, Francis J. Campbell (1832- 1914,
knighted 1909) when, in 1871, the house and grounds together with the nearby
Victorian villa, Walmer House, became the home of the Royal Normal College
for the Blind. The College remained there until it moved to Shrewsbury before
the outbreak of war.
The hostel had once been the tuning house for teaching the blind pupils, each
room being sound proofed and having its own piano. The individual rooms lent
themselves to being used later on by the Council as single persons' residential
accommodation for adult education courses. During the war and until 1949, the
buildings had been requisitioned and used by the NAAFI, which provided
catering, retail, leisure and facilities management support for the armed forces.
The NAAFI had built the Nissen huts for food preparation, storage and
recreational purposes; Windermere House itself had been used as the Officers'
Mess. I remember seeing the house before it was handed over, when it was
beautifully decorated and sumptuously furnished with thick pile carpets,
luxurious leather seated lounges and with an atmospheric billiard room under a
glass lantern roof.
After 1949, the standard of care dropped because the Council's funding was
never sufficient to keep it in good condition and my father always had a
struggle to get repairs done to the house. As a result, my father and mother
were constantly coping with roof leaks and the hall/landing of the flat often had
a series of buckets along it to catch the drips. Peeling plaster and other
- 14 -
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problems were worsened by a large, leaky, lantern light over the main staircase
and the inner entrance hall of the house and by dampness and rot in the former
billiard room. My mother used to say that nobody else would have put up with
the conditions.
Problems of a different kind arose from two nearby houses, Grosvenor House
and the former College building, Walmer House, both used by the Council after
the war as 'half way houses' that were intended to allow problem families to
begin a process of integration into society. Unfortunately, this created
vandalism problems for the whole area. My bedroom window had a neat half
inch bullet hole in the thick Victorian plate glass. I was rather proud of this and
covered the hole with sellotape to keep out the draught. In one of the half way
houses, there was a particularly notorious family with twelve children of
different sizes but identical appearance who roamed the area with impunity.
The problems became so bad that the Council had to surround all the
Windermere buildings and grounds with a high concrete post and chain-link
fence, surmounted by three strands of inward-leaning barbed wire, with
similarly constructed padlocked entrance gates. It was like a prison compound
but with the defences to prevent entry, rather than to prevent escape. I belonged

Windermere House in 1950 by Henry Chessell
with Avis Chessell and Antony Chessell in the foreground.
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to the 40th Beckenham Scout Group and the Scout hut, before it was later
moved to St. John's Church, was accessed from Westow Street and was outside
the fenced compound. During meetings, there was a constant barrage of stones
against the wired windows and on the metal roof, reminiscent of wartime
shrapnel.
Windermere House and its grounds were very attractive with terraced lawns,
flower beds and trees, although the Royal Normal College's boating pond was
no longer there. Because the Council's resources were stretched, my parents
did their best to maintain the gardens. The lawns were used for displays of
country dancing and I was able to use them for cricket with friends from
school. There were trees to climb and swing from, particularly a large Catalpa
or Indian Bean Tree with very large palmate leaves, which seemed to me to be
a very exotic tree. There was an extensive bank of cultivated blackberries in
front of the house on which I used to gorge and there was a large and heavy
wrought iron 'rocker boat' left over from the days of the Royal Normal
College. The rotted but still usable wooden seating for up to twelve blind
children, still allowed us to swing backwards and forwards.
Apart from the Council's adult education classes, rooms in Windermere House
were let to outside organisations for meetings and activities and the Nissen
huts were used for parties, wedding receptions, film shows and meetings. I can
still vividly imagine being in the upstairs flat and hearing the strains of the
Townswomen' Guild's weekly starter practice of 'Cherry Ripe, Cherry Ripe',
the rendition of which was fruity in style, as well as in subject matter.
Windermere House, the Nissen huts and other buildings were demolished in
the 1970s and the sites incorporated into Westow Park. It is interesting that the
tuning house still survives for day care and community use by Barnardos and
has taken over the name, Windermere House. In 1961, my father took on an
additional role as Warden of the Coombe Cliff Centre in Coombe Road,
Croydon which meant a move to another flat 'over the job'. But that is another
story.

Antony Chessell
Antony Chessell is a retired Chartered Surveyor living in the Scottish Borders.
His working life was spent in Croydon, the City of London and Aberdeen. He
is married with two grown up daughters and is the author of The Life and
Times of Abraham Hayward QC, 2009 and editor of A Small Share in the
Conflict, 2009, both Lulu Publishing.
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Lord George Sanger's Circus at Norwood in the early 1900s

ENTERTAINMENT VENUES AROUND NORWOOD
Fairgrounds were one of the earliest entertainment venues in the Norwood
area. There is an extant photograph of Lord George Sanger's Circus on a site
which is now covered by three streets - St Louis, St Cloud and St Gothard
Roads.
The earliest hall for public entertainment which I have traced to date was
situated on Knight's Hill - the West Norwood Public Hall which opened in
1885. It catered mainly for local theatrical and musical groups and was a base
for Madame Angless, a composer who ran her own orchestras. Between 19101920 it had become a venue for a Kinematograph Theatre and when it closed
it was turned into an engineering works. This venue still exists and private film
shows continue today.
The Upper Norwood Public Hall on Westow Hill was opened in 1897. During
the summer it was a swimming baths, however, in the winter months the floors
were covered over to become a venue for dramatic and musical performances.
In 1903 a Cinematograph performance is recorded to have taken place. For a
period it was a Music Hall but by 1909 it was being used to show films. It had
various names including The Photodrome and The Electra. The venue closed
- 17 -
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Madame Angless and her orchestra in the early 1900s
as a cinema around 1930 and for several years was used as a film studio by J.
Arthur Rank making religious films to be shown in Methodist Halls. Later, it
was converted partly into a snooker hall, but apart from the shop frontage, the
Hall has been demolished and replaced by housing.
The third public hall is the Stanley Hall in South Norwood Hill, part of an
educational establishment built by E.G. Stanley. The Hall was available for
private hire and fora two week period around 1908/09 Frank Ogden Smith
hired the two-tier hall to show films for the Standard Electric Theatres Ltd.
Performances were given only in the evenings apart from two Saturday
matinees for children. The
best seats were in the
balcony area which
charged 6d. as against 3d.
for the main area of the
hall. Those in the balcony
received free beverages
and confectionary. Over
the years the hall has been
hired out to many
entertainment groups and
is still doing so today.
Stanley Halls in the early 1900s
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There were two purpose built
cinemas erected after the
1909 Cinematograph Act
came into force. The earliest
was the Central Hall Picture
Palace in Portland Road. It
seated 500 on two tiers. It
survived the coming of
sound in 1929 and did not
close until 1956 after which
it had various uses. The
building is still there but has
been converted into flats,
some of which are not yet
sold.

SPRING 2010

Central Hall Picture Palace

The West Norwood Picture Palace opened its doors in 1911. Situated in
Knight's Hill, almost opposite the West Norwood Public Hall, it seated 326. In
1933 the name was changed to The Cosy and in 1937 to The Royal. It was
closed in 1955 and partly demolished. Half of the building was incorporated
into the Roseberry Auction Rooms.
A third early-cinema venue opened in 1911
in Portland Road, however, this was a shop
conversion which, during its seventeen years
of existence, had approximately six names
including The Mascot, La Rosa and The
Regent. The cinema which seated 300 closed
prior to the advent of sound. Although it
made a brief attempt to re-open in the mid
1930's this proved unsuccessful. It still
survives today, awaiting redevelopment.

New Gaiety Cinema, 1928

In 1921 the New Gaiety opened in South
Norwood High Street. It seated 750 on two
tiers and in 1937 was modernised into The
Astoria. It continued to function until 1957
when it closed. The cinema was demolished
and has been replaced by part of the Harris
School complex.
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The Rialto opened in
Church Street in 1928,
seating almost 1,400 on
two levels. In 1949 it was
modernised by George
Coles as a Granada. This
in turn closed in 1968 to
become a Bingo Hall. The
cinema still exists but is
now owned by a religious
organisation which is
endeavouring to obtain a
change of usage. A public
meeting was held recently
to try to save this building.
There were three cinemas
built during the Sound
period.

The Rialto Cinema, 1948

The Regal Cinema in Norwood Road, opened in 1930 with a seating capacity
of just over 2,000. In 1935 it was taken over by the Gaumont organisation and
continued until 1964, apart from a time during World War 2, when it was
forced to close. For some years it was a top-rate Bingo Club until it was
demolished and the site is now a supermarket.
The Albany in Church Road was
also opened in 1930. It adjoined
The New Gaiety and had the
same owner. It seated 1,250.
However, it closed at the
beginning of World War 2 and
did not re-open until 1948 under
its new name The Century. Ten
years later it finally closed for
good and for some years it was a
car showroom. The shell of the
building survives but the interior
has completely disappeared.

The Century, also known as the
Albany, 18 Church Road, 1950
Note the Granada in the background.
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The Odeon in Station Road opened
in 1937, seating 1,572 on two
levels. A Cinemascope screen was
installed during the 1950's. 1971
saw its closure and it was later
demolished to be replaced by a
supermarket.
A number of the above cinemas,
following their closure had been
turned into Bingo Halls and Snooker
Clubs. In 1924 a Temperance
Billiard Hall was built in Norwood
Road. This was only recently
demolished and a block of apartment
flats has been built on the site.

The Odeon, Station Road,
South Norwood, in 1937

One other entertainment venue to be mentioned is at the British Home for
Incurables in Crown Lane. The Hall which was built around 1908, annually
hosts a Silent film show as part of the Streatham Festival week. Since its
opening the Hall has regularly given entertainments for its residents and their
visitors and during the late 1920's and early 1930's a film show was held after
Christmas.
Finally, if any readers can add to the information about other entertainment
venues or with more data, I would most grateful to hear from you.

Tony Fletcher.

The British Home for Incurables.
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GIRLGUIDING UK
OPENS
RENOVATED MAZE
AT CRYSTAL
PALACE PARK

Entrance to the Maze
in the 1890s

Girlguiding UK officially opened the
Maze in Crystal Palace Park at 2 pm on
Saturday 5 September. The historic
Maze has been completely renovated
and redesigned by the organisation to
mark the launch of the Centenary
celebrations. The project has been
undertaken in partnership with the
London Borough of Bromley with
support from the London Development
Agency and the Maze is open to the
public from today, Monday 7
September.

There are important historical connections between the Girl Guides and Crystal
Palace Park, because it was at a Scouts' Rally in the park on 4 September 1909
that a small group of girls dared to attend and approach Sir Robert BadenPowell, requesting that he set up 'something for the girls'. Baden Powell
founded the Girl Guides a few months later.
The renovated Maze was opened by Chief Guide Liz Burnley accompanied by
forty Brownies and Guides, just before 6,000 more members of Girlguiding
UK arrived at the Park to enjoy an afternoon of Centenary Launch celebration
activities in the Park. All age groups - Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior
Section, as well as their Leaders, had the opportunity to enjoy exploring the
new Maze during the afternoon.
The Maze opening was also attended by Bromley Head of Parks and Open
Spaces, Patrick Philips, and by representatives from the LDA, project manager
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Jo Gibbons, and artists Leo Brook and Tiffany Black. Earlier in the year the
artists held workshops with local Guide and Brownie groups as well as open
sessions for members of the local community to explore possible themes and
features of the Maze, prior to a public consultation process.
The new Maze is true to the layout of the original. With the active involvement
of the London Borough of Bromley there has been an astounding
transformation of the planting in the Maze area where the hornbeam bushes
have been lowered and renewed and other native British tree species
introduced to give more body. The arc of Lombardy poplars which formed a
grand entrance to the Maze has been restored to its former splendour, with 24
new trees planted, while encroaching rhododendron has been removed and
grassy areas re-seeded.
New artworks have been introduced into the Maze, transforming it into a fun
experience for all ages: an educational 'treasure hunt' to be enjoyed by young
and old. Ten granite monoliths have been placed within the Maze to be
discovered, each one bearing an emblem drawn from the world of nature and
also of significance to the Guiding movement, from snowdrops and daffodils
to polar bears and dolphins.
At the centre of the Maze, a map depicting its layout is set on the ground
within a paved circle and raised roundels reveal the positions of the ten
monoliths.

Press release from Girlguiding UK

Girl Scouts at the 1909 Crystal Palace Rally
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UPPER NORWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY
A talk by Jerry Savage to the Local History Group on 19th November 2009
Jerry Savage, the Deputy Librarian of the Upper Norwood Public Library and
a Norwood Society Committee member, gave an excellent illustrated talk to
the Society's Local History Group in November about the history of the Upper
Norwood Public Library. Our unique joint public library was established in
1898 by a Joint Library Agreement made between the County Borough of
Croydon and the Lambeth Vestry (the predecessor authority of the modern
London Borough of Lambeth). Each authority had four members on the new
library's governing committee. A plot of land in Westow Hill was acquired for
£2,550 and an architect, Edward Haslehurst, and a local builder, Henry Leney
(who put in the lowest tender), were appointed. The building was erected in
1899 and the Library was opened to the public on 4th July 1900, the occasion
being marked by a commemorative plaque. There are two coats of arms on the
front of the building. One of them is that of the County Borough of Croydon.
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The Lambeth Vestry had no coat of arms and
the other one appears to be a design that
represents libraries. By the time the Library
opened the Metropolitan Borough of Lambeth
had been established.
The Library opened with 'free-access' shelf
stock of 8,500 books. There was controversy
at the time about 'free-access' versus 'closed
access'. The proponents of the latter, where
the would-be borrower had to request books
from the library staff, was thought by some to
be superior to 'five-access' because of the
danger of the theft of books. Upper Norwood
Library was 'free-access' from the beginning and there was never much trouble
with stolen books. It is clear from the early minutes and reports that the
founding fathers of the Library were dedicated people, sometimes intervening
in everyday affairs that were better left to the staff. The first Chief Librarian
was William Stobie. He stayed until 1906 when he left to become the Chief
Cataloguer of the Adelaide Public Library in Australia. Stobie may have been
quite an indulgent manager and he suffered a 'mutiny' and even an attempted
'blackmail' by his staff, led by his deputy George Churchill. These attempts
backfired and Churchill and one of the assistants were dismissed.
Stobie was succeeded as Chief Librarian by Walter Ransome who stayed until
1925, his departure then being apparently due to mental health problems. In
1915 there was an earnest debate in the committee about whether or not to stop
taking the Daily Mail for the Reference Library (which had been established in
1903). The Daily Mail had launched a scathing campaign against Lord
Kitchener, the Secretary of State for War, over his alleged failure to provide
sufficient shells of the right kind for the Western Front. The paper's patriotic
readers rallied to the defence of the popular War Minister, a national hero, and
the circulation of the paper slumped to about 250,000. A revised Joint Library
Agreement was signed in 1922.
Ransome was succeeded as Chief Librarian by Dorothy Owers, who had been an
assistant librarian there since 1916. A flamboyant lady and a well-known local
personality, she was to stay in post until her retirement in 1952. Under her
regime many improvements and innovations were instituted. For instance, the
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holding of exhibitions and lectures (a practice which
continues to this day) was begun. The Children's Library
was opened in 1929, the ceremony being performed by
WC Berwick Sayers, Chief Librarian of Croydon
Library and well-known figure in the library world. It
was replaced by a purpose-built Children's Library,
opened by the popular author AEW Mason, in 1936.
Mason's best-known book was The Four Feathers
which has been filmed several times. The stock
expanded from 6,000 volumes to 27,000 in 1942. No
less than 237,368 titles were issued in 1939. A very
popular book at that time was Hitler's Mein Kampf.
With war looming, Upper Norwood readers were
anxious to know what sort of foe Britain faced.
Although there was much bombing of the area in the
Second World War, the library was fortunately never hit.
The basement of the building was used as a headquarters
W C Berwick Sayers
by a team of local fire-watchers during the war.
A legend passed down from
generation to generation of library
staff was that William Joyce, 'Lord
Haw-Haw', was a frequent user of the
Reference Library in the 1930s. That
was quite likely, as he lived in
Farquhar Road at the time. Although
claiming to be an American citizen,
Joyce was hanged for high treason in
Wandsworth Prison in 1946. He had
taken out a British passport and the
House of Lords held that this was
sufficient for him to owe allegiance to
the British monarch.

Michael Redgrave,
Margaret Lockwood and May Whitty
in "The Lady Vanishes"

A rather more pleasant library user at
that time was Margaret Lockwood,
who became a very well-known film
actress in the 1940s. She had been
born locally and married a local man,
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Rupert Leon from Harold Road. The marriage did not last. Leon apparently
greatly disliked publicity, and being married to one of the most famous faces
in England must have been a torment to him.
Dorothy Owers was succeeded by Lawrance Cudby FLA in 1953 and he stayed
until 1977. During his early years there was a 66 per cent increase in library
use. A big expansion in the building was planned, but not carried out at this
time. The next Chief Librarian was Pat Scott, the second woman Chief, who
was appointed in 1978 and who left in 1990. Her successor was Christopher
Dobb (1990-2000 who was responsible for introducing computerisation in
1999. After long-running library campaigns during the 1980s a revised Joint
Library Agreement (running until 2014) was signed in 1994. Asa result of this
Agreement, two non-voting representatives of the local community were
appointed to the Committee.
The present Chief Librarian, Bradley Millington, was appointed in 2001. He
managed to secure £l million Government regeneration funds and, with this,
was able to carry out a complete refurbishment of the building in 2003/04. The
lending library moved into temporary accommodation in Westow Street, as
some readers may remember. Despite anxieties over funding, the Upper
Norwood Library continues to flourish. A number of events and exhibitions are
held in the Library. Notable events
in 2009 were a Darwin symposium
in June, with speakers from
University College London and
Spurgeon's College. This drew a
large and interested audience. Very
recently, the novelist Sarah
Walters, whose latest book The
Little Stranger was short-listed for
the 2009 Man Booker Prize, spoke
at the library. One hundred and ten
years after its foundation, the
Upper Norwood Public Library
continues to flourish in serving the
local community.

Richard Lines

Upper Norwood Library in 1950
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