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THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in August 2010. Contributions should be
sent, no later than 15th August, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood Review,
47 Ross Road, London SE25 6SB (Tel: 020 8653 0402). Would contributors
please give their ‘phone number, address and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
The Cumberlow Lodge developers have not accepted the defeat of their third
application, and have lodged an appeal. As before, there will be a public
enquiry, and the Society will be among those giving evidence in support of the
Council's refusal. What is proposed is 92 dwellings and a 58-bed nursing
home, all to be served by a single access along Chalfont Road, which has
controlled parking on both sides, leaving only one lane for vehicles.
We are keeping a watchful eye on
the old White Hart building (left)
in Westow Street – it is in a poor
condition, and if nothing is done
soon to restore it there will be no
need for demolition – it will fall
down!
A fresh application has been lodged for the Railway Buildings site next to
Norwood Junction Station – this time for 2 shops and 11 flats. The design is
uninspiring and one would expect better after 3 appeals. The site is very
prominent for those who use the station (now to be connected to the
Underground via an above-ground link), and it is a key site in the regeneration
of this part of South Norwood.
We still await developments for the Gayfere
(Grange Hill) site (right), and are pleased to
include an article about it in this Review.
We are receiving an increasing number of
enquiries about Norwood and its history, as
well as contributions for the Review. We
are able to respond to some of them with the
help of the Upper Norwood Library, and
others we refer elsewhere. Our website is
obviously attracting attention, and we will
add The
to it progressively.

NORWOOD
Eric
Kings
SOCIETY
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SECRETARY'S REPORT
Thank you for responding to my request to catch up with your 2010
subscriptions. I am left with only 18 letters to send out, which compares very
well with previous years.
This year's AGM was a most enjoyable and well-attended occasion. Adrian
Falks gave a learned and well-researched presentation about Sir Francis
Campbell and the Royal College of the Blind, supported by John Hickman
(who spoke last year). There's an informative article included in this Review
and some of the images projected that evening have been reproduced.
The Crystal Palace Foundation, Sydenham Society and Norwood Society are
making joint preparations for a splendid “Musical Biography of Sir August
Manns” which will take place at the Church of St. Bartholomew on Saturday
9th October at 7.30. The famous Director of Music's forty years at the Crystal
Palace will be narrated by two actors and will be interspersed with delightful
19th Century music, some of it first performed at the Crystal Palace, by a
singer and pianist of renown.
My inbox overflows daily; some of it with useful information about events
taking place in the neighbourhood, which I sometimes take the liberty to
circulate among the members. I would like to draw your attention to the new
Art Gallery at the top of Anerley Hill (the former car showroom) and the
regular film shows at the Gipsy Tavern. We are also giving some room to a
press release about an art exhibition in the Conservatory at the Horniman
Museum on the 10th and 11th July.
I have just received news of the death of a member who joined the Society in
1962. Vera Carter-Pedler died on 23rd April in her 94th year. Her son William
sent a photograph taken when the Society was 5 years old. Vera was one of
three ladies who formed the Social Committee.
Thank you for your e-mails, letters and contributions to the Norwood Review.
We are truly spoiled for choice. Do keep them coming!

Anna Lines
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Royal Normal College for the Blind

ACADEMY IN ARCADIA
Gaze out from Sainsbury's, in Crystal Palace, over Westow Park and you can
time travel back in history – for this was part of the ground-breaking Royal
Normal College for the Blind. Set up in 1872 it transformed the hopes and
prospects of visually-impaired Victorians, enabling them to live independent
lives.
The College resulted from the determination of two men with one thing in
common: they had both lost their sight. American Francis Joseph Campbell
was born in Tennessee in 1832 and was blinded at just five in an accident. He
was fortunate that his parents ensured the best possible education and enrolled
him in the new Tennessee School for the Blind where he was to become the
Superintendent before emigrating to Britain.
Certainly, his parents wished to provide him with an education, but they lived
in a very rural area of Tennessee where his father was a farmer (he would
several years later become a minister). They were, as they say, “dirt poor” and
the able children helped in farm chores. Little Joseph sometimes went with his
older two brothers and younger sister to the public school house, where the
young school master (the son of the local sheriff) took pity on the blind boy.
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In early 1844, Tennessee newspapers reported that the
State would soon open a school for the blind in
Nashville. The school master and his father both
encouraged the Campbells to enrol Joseph in
the new school, as they believed he was a
bright boy. Joseph's mother pleaded with her
husband to let their blind son go far from
home in order to attend a school specially
geared for blind children. In the Spring of
1844, Joseph was the second student enrolled
in the new Tennessee school.
Initially found to be rather tone-deaf, Joseph
was barred from music classes and told he would
have to learn how to weave baskets for a livelihood.
Being told he could not do something worked
Francis Joseph Campbell
magic in the young student, and he became intent

Royal Normal College for the Blind
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on proving the music teacher wrong. Eventually, he did just that and even
became one of the school's best music students. As a teenager, he taught music
at the same school and he later served as interim superintendent for nearly a
year! Joseph Campbell then spent the better part of the next decade or so
teaching music in Wisconsin and Boston, where he served as resident
superintendent at the Perkins School for the Blind.
Why move? Campbell wanted to broaden his musical outlook and he studied
under German pianist and composer Theodor Kullak (1818-82) and Carl
Tausig (1841-71) who was one of Europe's finest pianists. But in London
Campbell was appalled at the lack of training and help for the blind. If you
were poor there was just the workhouse, where so many languished.
Fortunately in 1871 he met up with Thomas Rhodes Armitage (1824-90) whose
mother came from a prosperous Leeds manufacturing family and had, himself,
become a successful doctor. However he had had to give up his practice, due to
failing eyesight five years before, but had become a campaigner for the blind
and had established the British and Foreign Blind Association that promoted
the training of Braille.
They decided to establish the
college that was to be backed
by some of the leading
philanthropists of the day. It
started in three shops in Crystal
Palace but soon outgrew them.
They can still be seen at
Anerley Hill (46-50 Anerley
Hill (left), formerly 4-6 Paxton
Terrace.) The Mount was
purchased in 1873 after Francis
Campbell had visited it and felt
sure it would well serve their
intended purposes.
The construction of the Grosvenor Building was then commenced. Sir William
Smith (who achieved fame as the newsagent and bookseller and later became
First Lord of the Admiralty) was the Warden of the Cinque Ports with an
official residence at Walmer Castle. He signed the deed for the later acquisition
of Gladswood, a name which he changed to to Walmer. The Duke of
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Westminster served as the College's President for a
number of years, and was a strong supporter of the
College: thus the Grosvenor Building (with its concert
hall seating 500) was named after him.
Why build in Norwood? It was not unusual to plant
such institutions in the new suburbs rather than
crowded inner London. But Campbell was
particularly attracted by the Crystal Palace where the
musical director August Manns was conducting
orchestral concerts that were internationally famous
and who had transformed the Concert Band into a
splendid orchestra.
The College laid great emphasis on learning through music
and had 55 pianos and three organs to teach on. Music August Manns
played a considerable part in the curriculum and one of the offshoots was the
College where men and boys (students) learnt the skills of piano-tuning and
repairing, enabling them to earn a living in the front parlours of the Victorian
middle classes.
Being near to the Palace meant that the students could attend the concerts, and
visiting musicians were also persuaded to perform at the College. Manns
invited students to attend all the rehearsals and concerts at the Crystal Palace;
the appearance of the aged Franz Liszt in 1886 being one of the greatest
honours, whilst Clara Schumann gave one of her very few English concerts in
the College especially for the students.

Royal Normal College for the Blind
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The lake in the grounds of the Royal Normal College for the Blind
The College had extensive and attractive grounds that included a lake used for
boating. Wide paths were installed and six and 12-seater bicycles, donated by
Raleigh, were used for exercise. The paths were way ahead of their time in
having studs fitted for guidance, much in the way that pedestrian crossings are
indicated today.
In 1882 the College opened a kindergarten – the first of its kind in the world and by the 1890's the College had a total of 200 students. The emphasis was on
academic work and students were expected to be conscientious or leave.
However nobody was prevented from getting into the College by a shortage of
income.
If the young men and boys were going to be piano-tuners how could the girls
and women become financially independent?. The typewriter (developed
between 1868 -73) came to the rescue and they could train as some of the
newly-created secretaries. (The Secretarial Department opened in 1887.) They
were also taught Braille shorthand which was introduced in 1898. Even before
the typewriter landed at Norwood, the female students studied, either becoming
piano teachers, or teachers of the blind, both occupations which served them
well.
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Campbell was knighted in 1909 and retired three years later. Sir Francis died
in June 1914 there at the RNC. His body was cremated and the ashes buried in
Acton, Massachusetts, not far from where Lady Campbell's Faulkner ancestors
were buried. Sophia (who was his second wife,) retired back to the United
States shortly afterwards, where she died in 1933 and was buried next to him.
Campbell's eldest son Guy took over until his death in 1929 when his widow
Louie replaced him. The principalship passed out of the family in 1934, a time
when most of the senior staff and governors were all very old.
The College was evacuated to Rolvenden in Kent on 28th August 1939, one
week before the better-known ‘Operation Pied Piper,’ (on account of its being
classed as a special school,) but had to move again due to the threat of
invasion. They found a home at Dorton House, near Aylesbury before
eventually reassembling at Rowton Castle near Shrewsbury. The prospect of
returning to Norwood after the War became increasingly untenable, as one of
the College buildings (The Mount) had been bombed during October 1940.

Part of the ornamental gardens at Royal Normal College for the Blind
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The site was sold to Croydon Council at the end of 1946, and most of the
grounds later created as a public park The College's work continues to this day
in Hereford and concentrates on courses for the 16+ age group.

Richard Offer
Based on a presentation on the occasion of the 2010 AGM by Adrian Falks
with additions from Susan Thornsberry. Photographs of Sir Francis Campbell
by courtesy of the Perkins School for the Blind. Photographs of the College and
its grounds courtesy of the Royal National College for the Blind.
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UPPER NORWOOD
Upper Norwood, where I was born, I feel at home
Once a proud forest of oak
Now a busy passageway for traffic
Going North, East, South and West
A place of many homes that stand in rows and rows.
Here and there between the once grand mansions
Sparkle fresh oaks, the seeds of grander oaks of yesteryear
Time and man have spoiled
What once was nature’s own design
Of loveliness and grace.
Yet if you choose to close your eyes
To all that time has brought
And wander these now man-made roads
You still will find those quiet places
Where you may feel a sense
Of what was once so tranquil ground.
What splendid houses you can see
On this majestic hill
And who lived here I wonder
Is my mind's most foremost thought
what were their trades and skills?
And did they travel far to work?
And find therefore a resting place
From life’s hard toil
On these most pleasant slopes?
When cars and lorries have passed by
And all is still once more
The descendants of those birds of old
That lived in this then fair wonderland of trees,
Still sing a sweet song in praise of times gone by
When all was calm and peace.
Oh what loss when forest grand
Is severed from the earth for man.

Don Attenborough
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THE GRUNDY FAMILY AND GAYFERE
The Planning Inspectorate's welcome decision in November last year to
dismiss the appeal by the Longmint Group to demolish one of South
Norwood's significant houses - Gayfere, 2-4 Grange Hill - was particularly
welcomed by our family, as Gayfere was our family home from 1935 until
1948. Indeed, the name ‘Gayfere’ was brought to South Norwood by the
Grundy family, who - on moving to South Norwood from Gayfere Street,
Westminster - changed the name of the house from Kelvedon to Gayfere.
The Grundy family is sociable and welcoming. Of the many parties that were
held at Gayfere, our aunt Wellie recollects the storm lanterns that were lit at
the gates of the house to welcome guests. Our parents' wedding reception was
held at Gayfere after their marriage at St John's the Evangelist, Upper
Norwood and my elder sister, Lucina, spent her early years there. As she
recollects:
Gayfere was indeed a magical place. Our two uncles, Charles and
Christopher, were fine musicians, as was our mother who often
spoke of the music for two pianos that was played on the Bluthner
Grands in the drawing room. She also spoke of her great affection
for the two family dogs, Paddy and Prince, who roamed the
grounds of Gayfere.
Parties and laughter were part of life at Gayfere. Our grandmother
would often host tennis parties; a typical Thirties scene of tennis
and tea would pervade the warm summer afternoons. Family and
friends would enjoy the lazy sunshine and there would be a number
of interesting guests, including a friend of our grandmother's, Mrs
Gould, whose son, Cecil, would take part in the tennis playing.
Cecil Gould became a well known Renaissance art historian who
published a number of influential books. He was also a friend of the
art historian and spy Anthony Blunt, who Cecil spoke of with
loyalty and warmth, and J Paul Getty, the American oil
industrialist, with whom Cecil spent Christmas in later years. Cecil
Gould eventually became Keeper and Deputy Director of the
National Gallery (1973 – 1978). Our mother often spoke of his
presence at the Gayfere tennis parties. He remained a family friend
and continued to refer to his visits to Gayfere until he died in 1994.
- 12 -
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The garden at Gayfere
Of course, it was only possible to sustain this tranquil pre-war life
at Gayfere with the assistance of a number of staff. There were
nannies, gardeners to mow the lawns, look after the greenhouse and
tennis courts, and a variety of house maids who helped with the
smooth running of the household. Sadly, this idyllic life was
brought to an abrupt end by the Second World War. Our two
uncles, Charles and Christopher, were sent overseas to fight. Our
mother became a radiographer and worked in various London
hospitals during the war. She told me that an ambulance would
come to Gayfere every morning to take her to work and bring her
home in the evening. She said that she never knew whether her
hospital would be still standing after a night of German bombing
raids and that, when she returned to Gayfere, she always wondered
if she would find the house in one piece.
One night she heard a buzz bomb, or doodlebug, stop above the
house and realised that it was about to explode on Gayfere. Her
mother followed her anxious call to go to the cellar, but her father
took some persuading. With extraordinary speed and courage, she
- 13 -
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pushed him down the cellar steps and the dogs down after him.
They sheltered under a table in the cellar while part of the house
above them was bombed. Effectively, she saved the lives of her
father, mother and beloved dogs. The family had to use the cellar as
living quarters for the next six months.
After the war, the house and garden fell into a state of disrepair.
There was no insurance for bomb damage and our grandparents
could no longer manage the upkeep of Gayfere. Age and the war
were too much for them. By 1948, they had moved to a flat in
Westwood Hill, Sydenham.
On visiting Gayfere last summer, it was reassuring to find that it still retains the
atmosphere of a family house. The tennis court may be long gone, but the
orchard-like setting remains: flowering cherry, apple, pear and plum trees sit
alongside rowan, horse chestnut, beech and oak. The garden is an enchanted
place; the house, with its Norwood window and elegant flat-fronted facade
belies its origins as a cottage and former leech farm.
The intimacy of the dwelling, idyllic setting and views out over London from
the rolling lawns to the side of the house should have ensured Gayfere a secure
future as a family home in common with other houses on Grange Hill, but its
fate is still in the hands of developers, the Longmint Group. The developers’
architects, Divine Idea, have achieved planning permission to develop Gayfere
by subdividing the house and building a contemporary extension to form 13
dwellings and four new build houses – a development that is made possible as
Gayfere sadly lost its grade II listing in 2005. Thanks to the campaigning of the
Norwood Society, the London Borough of Croydon added Gayfere to its local
list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest. The Council also
helped to secure Gayfere's future by including it in its extended Church Road
Conservation Area.
It is hard not still to hope for a future for Gayfere as a house - or two semidetached houses, as is the current situation. Who knows? The recession may
yet force the developers to pare back their plans. As new members of the
Norwood Society, my wife and I will help to keep an eye on Gayfere, as will
one of our children and her husband, who now live close by. We will be
watchful; we will hope.

Nigel Hackett
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RED SKY AT NIGHT
I was in the Norwood Children's Home from January 1933 to June 1937. One
of the highlights of winter was when we went to bed. Thursday evening we
would see the fireworks from Crystal Palace, and believe me it was always a
good free show. Starting from about winter 1934 we had a film show in the
dining hall. There were Jessie Mathews musicals, and one film we really
enjoyed was Chu Chin Chow.
Monday November 30th 1936 as we came out of the film show someone
shouted out of the darkness `red sky at night shepherds' delight'. The sky was
certainly red so we decided that they had changed the firework display to
Monday that week. We went to bed, but soon realized something was different
as there was a lot of red sky but no fireworks. .
As always the bigger girls climbed onto the window sills to see over distant
rooftops. How we found out I don't know, but word got round that Crystal
Palace was on fire. We thought this was not possible: this magnificent place
where we had been taken for school sports and a day out for King George V's
Silver Jubilee. To us children the place seemed indestructible. Sadly, it was
true. We could hear fire engines, lots of them, also aeroplanes, which seemed
to go over and over. Eventually tired out with all the excitement, we fell asleep,
all 36 of us in one dormitory.
In the morning, when we had done our work, had our breakfast, washed
ourselves, and cleaned our shoes, we went to Gipsy Road School. When this
ended a small group of us decided to walk up to see the remains of Crystal
Palace. What a sad sight met our eyes! Smoke was slowly rising from the
smouldering ashes of the huge glass building. For the first time in our young
minds, we realized that nothing is indestructible. I can't remember any one of
us saying anything: we saw the evidence for ourselves. The mighty building
was no more.
We made our way back to the Home for a wash and our tea. Entering Elizabeth
House the nurse, Miss Cook, met us and asked where we had been. We told
her. She didn't scold us but only said to go and wash ourselves and then get our
tea: a very understanding lady. We had witnessed a bit of history in the making
at first hand.

Maud Markliw
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HENRY TATE
(1810-1899)
Henry Tate is one of many famous
people buried at West Norwood
Cemetery (grave 19,897, square 38, a
splendid Grade II* listed terracotta
mausoleum recently refurbished by
Sir Saxon Tate). He spent the last 20
years of his life living at Park Hill,
Streatham Common, and achieved
fame in two areas.
The first was the grocery business, in which he completed a 7-year
apprenticeship in Liverpool in 1839, and the second was his interest in art. He
built up a chain of grocery shops and developed an interest in the wholesale
side of the business. He disposed of his shops in 1861 and decided to
concentrate on the production of refined sugar, then a very crude process that
delivered sugar in the form of large lumps which had to be cut up by grocers
using choppers.
Henry Tate took a close interest in this process, and in a spirit of enterprise
adopted a new French refining process called the Loiseau and Boivin process.
A further example of his enterprising approach to the sugar-refining business
was his adoption of the Langen process for producing sugar in a table-ready
cube form. These two innovations, adopted ahead of his rivals, made him a
leading sugar refiner, and in 1879 he decided to expand by setting up a refinery
by the Thames at Silvertown in East London. The move was successful and
Henry Tate gradually acquired a virtual monopoly of the trade.
Such was the success that he decided to move the centre of his business, and
his home, to London. He became a very wealthy man and moved to Park Hill,
a handsome mansion on the Eastern fringe of Streatham Common, which he
had visited earlier as a guest at a garden party given by Charles Spurgeon, the
famous Baptist preacher who was a friend of the then owner and who lived
nearby.
- 16 -
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Park Hill, Streatham
Henry Tate’s interest in art and learning deepened while living at Park Hill,
and he became an ardent art collector. His collection occupied two rooms at his
house, and was open to the public on Sunday afternoons. In 1890 he felt that
this was not enough and did not represent adequately the whole range of
British Art. He therefore offered 65 paintings to the nation for public
exhibition, and added more to this collection, as did his wife after his death.
The offer of the collection was made to the National Gallery, but the Treasury
and the National Gallery became involved in an argument about whether only
a selection of the paintings should be displayed rather than the whole
collection. Henry Tate insisted that it had to be all or nothing, and to break the
deadlock offered a generous and substantial sum towards the cost of building a
separate gallery. Eventually, in 1893, the Government offered part of the large
site of the redundant Millbank Penitentiary* on the Thames between Vauxhall
and Lambeth Bridges, and work start on the new gallery in 1895 and was
completed in 1897. It was opened by the Prince of Wales on 21st July 1897
and styled `The National Gallery of British Art', but soon became known as the
Tate Gallery.
Henry Tate retired from business in 1897, and was created a baronet a year
later. Although he died in 1899 his wife and family continued with his
charitable work and sponsorship of the arts. In 1901-6 the family funded an
- 17 -
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addition to the Gallery and later, through the generosity of Lord Duveen,
further additions were added in 1910 and 1926. A sculptural hall was added in
1937. Then in 1979, with the support of the Gulbenkian Trust, an additional
gallery was provided and used for the Turner Collection.
The list of the buildings and institutions financed and supported by donations
from Henry Tate and his family is too long to reproduce here, but apart from
the Tate Gallery the Brixton Central Library and the memorial garden in front
of it stand witness to this man of exceptional philanthropy. And who of course
can forget the ‘Mr Cube’ advertisements in recent years for Tate and Lyle
sugar cubes. Now of course there is the ‘Tate Modern’ Gallery at Bankside (a
converted power station), and many buildings up and down the country record
his name and his generosity.
*Footnote. The Penitentiary Act of 1779 introduced the idea of nationallyadministered prisons to supplement or replace transportation for serious
offenders. In 1794 Jeremy Bentham advanced a ‘panopticon’ scheme for a
star-shaped prison at Millbank. The objectives specified in the Act were:
"...by sobriety, cleanliness and medical assistance, by a regular series of
labour, by solitary confinement during the intervals of work, and by due
religious instruction, to preserve and amend the health of the unhappy
offenders, to inure them to habits of industry, to guard them from pernicious
company, to accustom them to serious reflection, and to teach them both of
principles and practice of every Christian and moral duty." The prison was
built from 1812 onwards of castle-like proportions, but, possibly for financial
reasons, became unpopular and was made a temporary home for prisoners
sentenced to, and awaiting, transportation. It was closed in 1890. All that
remains is a single buttress on the embankment with the inscription ".... This
buttress stood at the head of the river steps from which, until 1867, prisoners
sentenced to transportation embarked on their journey to Australia."
The prison was at one time subject to a scandal generated by a change in the
prisoners' dietary arising from public concern about feeding them too well.
However, the reduction in the supply of food caused scurvy and other illnesses,
and caused a run on the supply of oranges in London.
-o0oWith acknowledgements to Park Hill, Streatham by Brian Bloice, Graham
Gower and Daphne Marchant, to Brian Bloice’s talk to the Local History
Group, and to Bob Flanagan of the Friends of West Norwood Cemetery.
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ART EXHIBITION 2010

Saturday 10th July 10am to 5pm and Sunday 11th July 10am to 4.30pm
in the Conservatory Horniman Museum & Gardens
100 London Road, Forest Hill, London SE23
The 19th annual art exhibition of The Friends of The Horniman will be held for 2
days in July in the beautiful venue of the Conservatory. Admission is free to view
paintings, prints and sculptures from South London's artist community. New and
established artists will be showing their most recent work in what has become one
of South London's largest and most popular art exhibitions. Visitors will be able to
purchase framed and unframed works, cards and postcards and will also have the
chance to win artwork that has been donated by the artists in our very popular annual
raffle.
30% of the proceeds of sales and all raffle receipts go to support the Horniman
Museum and its Gardens.
This July weekend at the Horniman Museum offers lots of activities for all the
family and further information can be found on the Museum website
www.horniman.ac.uk
The Conservatory itself stands in the beautiful landscaped gardens surrounding the
Museum which include herbaceous borders, a sunken garden, an ethno-botanical
garden and wild life area and has again been awarded a Green Flag. Alongside the
Conservatory is the popular Museum Cafe offering hot and cold refreshments and a
picnic area with picnic tables near the bandstand.
The Horniman Museum is easily accessible by public transport and parking may be
found in local streets. Wheelchair access is available.
BUSES: Nos. 185, 176, 197, P4, 356. No. 363 runs close by.
TRAINS: London Bridge to Forest Hill Station (5 mins walk to Museum). London
Bridge or Victoria Stations to East Dulwich (cross the road for buses 185 or 176 to
Museum) London Bridge or DLR to Lewisham, buses P4 and 185 run from outside
Lewisham Station, East London Line to New Cross, change for Forest Hill
For further information please contact: Patmo De Levin on 020 8699 6261
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