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Brock’s firework display at the Crystal Palace

THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in March 2011. Contributions should be sent,
no later than 15th February 2011, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood
Review, 47 Ross Road, London SE25 6SB (Tel: 020 8653 0402)
chairman@norwoodsociety.com. Would contributors please give their ‘phone
number, address and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Planning issues rumble on. The Secretary of State's final decision on the
Crystal Palace Park scheme is due on 13th December 2010 – in the intervening
period various issues have been raised about the conditions to be attached to
his approval.
A major development is proposed for Sylvan Hill – the old Police Training
College. The YMCA have put forward a scheme to demolish the existing
much-disliked buildings and erect new ones, partly a private residential
development including a tower, but mainly a rather large development in
blocks running up the hill which provides a facility for young men in need of
help in leading an independent life (the existing buildings are currently used
for this purpose). There will be public open space at the rear.
The Cumberlow Lodge scheme for 92 dwellings and a nursing/care home has
finally been approved after a 3-day appeal, at which we presented objections.
It is a small consolation that at least the original proposal for 155 dwellings
was defeated, and some will welcome the nursing/care home.
The Railway Buildings scheme for flats and shops to replace the mostly unused
parade of single-storey shops and businesses is, on current information, to
come before the Planning Committee again on 9th December 2010, although
the date has yet to be confirmed. The existing garage would be lost, and the
prospect of losing it has attracted many objections. It seems a pity that there is
no proposal to restore the existing parade of shops, which have been left
unused and in poor condition for so long. In the meantime improvements to the
Station and its surrounds are in progress.
We are concerned about the use by the Planning Department of dealing with
some planning applications in Part B of the agenda for the Planning Committee
meetings, which means that the public is excluded.
We are told that there is to be provision for 'bat-caves' to be provided in town
houses in the Homelands Drive scheme, already approved.
An The
interesting scheme is in prospect for Victory Place – a covered market, a
NORWOOD
cinema and an hotel!!

SOCIETY
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Our Website continues to attract enquiries and, on several occasions, offers of
articles about Norwood. One, about Brock's Fireworks, is featured in this
edition of the Review.
Finally, I must draw attention to reports of proposals to close libraries, or parts
of them. Our particular interest is in supporting the retention of Croydon's
excellent Local Studies Library, and ensuring that the Upper Norwood Library
continues to be able to provide its high-quality service, especially in the area of
local history.

Eric Kings

SECRETARY'S REPORT
Whilst wishing you all a Happy Christmas and New Year, I need to also gently
remind you that the 2011 subscriptions are due on the 1st January. I enclose a
subscription form and a Standing Order Mandate for those who currently pay
by cheque and may wish to change their method of payment. Those of you
who joined the Society after August 2010 are exempt from a 2011
subscription. Please ignore the subscription form if you already pay by
Standing Order. However, you may wish to use it if your personal details have
changed. If you wish to make a donation to help the Society defray its rising
costs then that would be much appreciated.
Many members signed a Gift Aid declaration some time ago, but HMRC
would not allow us to recover tax because our then rules distinguished between
members and non-members in the admission charges for meetings and this was
held to be a ‘benefit’ given to members which disentitled us to recover tax. We
have since changed the rules and new Gift Aid forms will be distributed. If you
are a taxpayer and have not already signed one, please do, so that we can
recover tax paid on your subscriptions and donations to the Society. Those who
have already signed a declaration need not do so again.
I also enclose a couple of flyers to tell you about a forthcoming exhibition and
a splendid celebration of the Dulwich Picture Gallery's 200th anniversary. I am
told that throughout 2011 a different world-famous painting will be on loan to
the Gallery each month. A visit to this national asset that is just on our doorstep
would seem a good New Year's resolution.

Anna Lines
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BERNARD DAVIES
(1923-2010)
ACTOR AND AUTHOR
Many famous people have lived in Norwood
in past years and left their mark there.
Bernard Davies, who died recently, lived in
Gipsy Hill for many years, and although he
was a member of the Norwood Society his main interest, apart from acting, was
in two characters of fictional literature, Sherlock Holmes and Count Dracula.
He was honoured by the Sherlock Holmes Society for his writings and research
into the places that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle used as locations for some of his
Sherlock Holmes stories. These included, of course, Norwood, in particular
The Sign of Four and The Norwood Builder. His fame spread to the United
States and he was made a member of the Baker Street Irregulars, the title given
to the society formed by the Sherlock Holmes enthusiasts there. Much of his
work has been published.
Bernard began his acting career while waiting for his call-up papers, and grew
in experience in the army in India, where he was a member of the Stars in
Battledress. He continued his acting career on demobilization and took
character parts on radio and television, and in films. He was widely read and
very knowledgeable about London, and much sought after as a speaker,
particularly of course on the subject of the Sherlock Holmes stories.
Such is the detailed interest in the Sherlock Holmes stories, and the research
into their locations, that members of the Sherlock Holmes Society almost come
to believe that Sherlock and his brother Mycroft were real persons, and that
Conan Doyle was merely the pen that put them on paper. There are even those
who claim membership of the Diogenes Club, and make mysterious references
to the giant rat of Sumatra. Bernard has done so much to research the Dracula
story that the Romanian Government has turned the location into a tourist
attraction.
On a more local note, Bernard went to great pains to establish whether
Kilravock House, a mansion in Ross Road very prominent from Conan Doyle's
house in Tennison Road South Norwood, was the model for The Sign of Four.
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He managed to explore the inside of the
mansion thoroughly, even to the extent of
gaining access to the loft which, unusually,
was floored and fitted with fireplaces. He had
to concede, however, that The Sign of Four
was written, at least in substance, before
Conan Doyle came to live in South
Norwood. But he went on to research other
possibilities, and found that a relative had
lived in the locality earlier, and that based on
possible visits to his relative, Conan Doyle
could have had the image of Kilravock
House in mind when writing his book.

Bernard Davies dressed as his
hero, Sherlock Holmes,
examining copies of the Strand
Magazine in which the Holmes
stories were first published.

Bernard was a man of many talents and will
be missed. He has however left us a
substantial legacy of his writings about
Conan Doyle alias Sherlock Holmes, and, of
course, about Bram Stoker's Dracula.

-5-

THE NORWOOD REVIEW

WINTER 2010

All Saints' Church
The old parish church of Croydon could seat about
2,000 but by 1825 the population of Croydon was
about 11,000 (some 1,400 were in Norwood) and it had
become apparent to the Vicar of Croydon and to the
Vestry that additional places of worship were
necessary to provide for the proper pastoral care of the
parishioners. In May 1824 the Parochial Church
Council of Croydon Parish Church resolved ‘That the
Vicar, Churchwardens and seven others (named) be
appointed as a committee ... to collect such information
as they may think necessary relative to erecting a new
church near Norwood and the Common in this parish
and report thereon ...’ In the event it was decided to
build two new chapels - St. James’ on Croydon
Common (now converted into flats) and All Saints’ on
the prominent site nearly 400 feet above sea level at the
top of South Norwood Hill about 3 miles from the
parish church. It proved extremely difficult to obtain
vacant possession of the site which had been leased by
the Archbishop of Canterbury to Lord Auckland who
had sub-let the land. However, possession was
eventually obtained. No doubt because he knew of the
difficulties the architect chosen to design the church,
Mr. J. A. Savage, does not seem to have hurried with
his plans and it was not until 12th November 1827 that
the foundation stone was laid. Consecration as a
chapel-of-ease took place on completion on 30th
December 1829. St James’ did not have so much
difficulty and it was completed earlier and consecrated
on 31st January 1829.
The £6,632 cost of All Saints' was met partly by a loan
from the Church Building Commissioners secured on
the Croydon parochial rates and partly from other
sources. The chapel was a rectangular building with
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galleries and box pews designed to provide upwards of 800 seats, including the
seats in the gallery. Although it had been reported that the building had been
properly and soundly constructed, an exceptionally severe storm in the winter
of 1834 blew down the south east turret and by 1839 serious outbreaks of dry
rot became apparent and a lot of rainwater had got under the roof. It seems that
the bricks etc. used for the walls, whilst quite satisfactory in other newlyerected churches in the vicinity of London, did not prove impervious to bad
weather on a most open and exposed site. The architect suggested that the
rainwater got under the roof because the guttering was choked and the ingress
of the water led to the other trouble.
Mr. Harden, the then curate, did not altogether accept the architect's opinion: he
had been advised by other persons that the walls were not thick enough to resist
the weather and that there was no negligence by parishioners in maintenance.
However, the problem was eventually resolved and the repairs done. In 1841
the attractive tower and spire were added, and the chancel in 1861. The
Vicarage in Church Road at the junction with Sylvan Hill - now a retirement
home – was built in 1847. The church was very badly damaged by enemy
action. It was restored in 1954, when the north and south galleries were
removed, the south porch was converted into a baptistry, and the shattered east
windows in the Chancel and Lady Chapel were replaced by stained glass of
modern design.
From the time All Saints' Church was consecrated it appears to have enjoyed a
certain amount of independence, no doubt mainly because of the distance from
the parish church. But the fact that Mr. Christopher Hodgson, Secretary and
Treasurer of Queen Anne's Bounty, was an active member of the congregation
and local resident may have had some bearing on this aspect. The chapel
ministered to a large area of the north-eastern part of the parish of Croydon but
it was not until the Order in Council of 8th August 1845 that a district was
legally assigned. The Archbishop of Canterbury, to whose peculiar jurisdiction
the parish of Croydon was subject, and the Bishop of Winchester, in whose
diocese the parish of Croydon was then situated, had both consented to the
formation of the district. A district chapelry was not assigned to St James’ until
11th March 1853. Thus All Saints' has the distinction of being the first
‘daughter’ parish of the original parish of Croydon. The district assigned to All
Saints' in 1845 was in the north bordered by Streatham Common (South Side),
Crown Point, Central Hill and Westow Hill, in the south-west by Green Lane,
-7-
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Upper Norwood attracted many
famous people, among them the
painter Camille Pissarro. Among his
paintings is one of All Saints’ Church,
which had become a local landmark.
Admiral FitzRoy is buried in the
cemetery. Admiral Carey (later
Viscount Falkland) lived in Grange
Hill and attended All Saints’ with his
wife, who laid the foundation stone of
the new church. The first Vicar in
1845 was the Revd. Edmund Harden.
He served for many years and is
buried in the cemetery.
Drawn from an article by R. McN.
Roxburgh in November 1971, and a
history of the church kindly provided
by Father Leonard Marsh, the present
incumbent.

Map showing boundaries for the
combined parishes of All Saints’ and
St. Margaret’s
Parchmore Road and Thornton Heath
High Street and in the south by a fairly
straight line from the end of the High
Street to beyond Woodside Green to
Long Lane, and from there in a
straight line back to the Triangle. With
new churches built later the parish
boundary was gradually reduced until,
today, it is as set out in the attached
map. All Saints’ had its own chapelof-ease at St Margaret’s in Chevening
Road. Unfortunately the growth in
congregations did not come up to the
expectations of those who built the
later churches.
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NORWOOD IN THE PRESS

Above Evening Standard 15th Nov 2010,
Top Right The Times 7th Sept 2010,
Bottom Right The Times 1st Sept 2010
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WESTOW STREET'S
OLDEST BUILDING
Thanks to a heritage assessment
submitted in support of a planning
application to demolish the old and
dilapidated building next to the White
Hart at the junction of Westow Street
and Church Road it is possible to say
something about its rather chequered
history.
It has of course always been regarded as a surviving part of the first White Hart
(1825-1876). The original public house was at the time of its construction very
much a country hostelry, with facilities for horses and coaches. It was a ground
and first-floor wooden structure and obviously not destined to have a long life.
The surviving remnant is shown in an early photograph of 1868, and in an
earlier painting, and clearly was not an integral part of the original White Hart,
but a separate building. It was thought to have been a billiard saloon originally,
but has obviously attracted a variety of uses since the new White Hart was
built. In the period 1861-1876, when the old White Hart was obviously
earmarked for replacement, the so-called billiard saloon was occupied by
George Buck, a builder and decorator. He was displaced when St. Andrew’s
(now St. Helen’s) church was built in 1876. In 1868 however there is evidence
that the original billiard saloon was incorporated into a larger building, and this
was then brought back into use as part of the new White Hart. By 1901 it, and
the adjoining site, had served for some years as the ‘White Hart Stables and
Billiard Saloon’.
The site between the Billiard Saloon and the church, was a separate building
until cleared in recent years. It seems that at one time both this site and the
Billiard Saloon were owned and used by the White Hart, the former as stables.
In 1930 the stables were converted into commercial premises used initially by
T L Bellatti and Sons, furnishers, and then by J Crompton Motors. The history
of the site is helped by one of the photographs taken by Emile Zola while living
in exile at the Queen's Hotel from 1898 to 1899. This shows the frontage of the
Billiard Saloon, which had some decorative features, and the stables.
- 10 -
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The 1955 directories indicate that Jack
Compton, Motor Engineers may have occupied
both the Billiard Saloon and the erstwhile
stables building at that date. By 1991 the
stables had been demolished, and presumably
the Billiard Saloon had by then fallen into
disuse and decay. It is of interest that the
appearance of the Billiard Saloon has
completely changed from the Zola photograph.
There is clear evidence that openings were cut
into the side of the Billiard Saloon building to
give access to the building that replaced the
stables, and that the ground floor frontage of
the Billiard Saloon would have been used for
vehicles.
The building is now in a very frail state, and
supported by scaffolding. Attempts to have the
building listed in 1992 and 2007 failed. The
research at that time showed that the building
(or what remains of the original parts of it) could not have been earlier than
1808, and that it is unlikely to date before the first White Hart was built in the
1820's. It has in recent times been described as a Meeting Hall, Public Rooms,
a Meeting House and Assembly Room but
there is no real evidence that it was used for
these purposes. Unless, perhaps, these terms
were used to provide an upmarket image for the
Billiard Saloon. The Saloon may of course
have remained in use while Compton Motors
used the ground floor and the neighbouring
building.
It is acknowledged that some material for this
article is based on a heritage assessment of the
buildings and site by Jonathan Edis Limited.
Illustrations top and bottom photographs
taken by Emile Zola of the building in Westow
Street in 1898-1899.
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Brockwell Hall c1913

A BRIEF HISTORY OF BROCKWELL PARK
A Country Estate
Until 1807 the whole of Tulse Hill and Brockwell Park formed a single estate.
It had originated as the three small manors or farms of Bodley, Upgrove and
Scarlettes, which were first recorded in the 13th century. As a result of various
bequests, they were united in the ownership of St.Thomas’s Hospital, in those
days a monastic establishment in Southwark. After Henry VIll seized monastic
estates, the land changed hands several times, and by the 1650s was in the
hands of the Tulse family. Sir Henry Tulse was Lord Mayor of London in
1684.
The original Brockwell Hall stood near Norwood Road, roughly opposite the
present Rosendale Road. A surviving account of a court hearing held there in
1563 describes it as ‘Brockalle’ and other Tudor records refer to Brockholds or
Brockholle Lane as the road past it.
In 1807 the estate was split in two following the death of its last owner,
William Cole. His will left the western portion to a great-niece, Mercy
Cressingham, and this part was eventually to be developed as Tulse Hill. The
eastern portion, including the old Brockwell Hall, was left to his brother-inlaw, William Ogbourne, who two years later sold it to John Blades, a wealthy
City glass merchant. Blades also bought back additional fields to the north
which had been detached some 20 years earlier.
- 12 -
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Brockwall Park as depicted on the 1894 Ordnance Survey Map
In 1811-13 he demolished the old Hall and built a new house on the top of the
hill. Most of the original fields were now laid out as the private park of the
new Brockwell Hall, and small lodges were added at the two gates onto
Norwood Road. The oldest surviving houses in Brixton Water Lane were built
from 1815 for estate staff. Between there and the Hall, Clarence Lodge was
built in 1825, where the BMX track is today. In 1828 work started on a street
of houses, Brockwell Terrace, on the site of the present Lido, but Blades’ death
in 1829 halted this development with only two houses completed.
Development Potential
Blades' grandson, Joshua Blackburn jr., inherited the estate on his mother's
death in 1860. Building soon resumed to take advantage of the opening of
Herne Hill railway station in 1862. Brockwell House was added between
Clarence Lodge and the Hall, and a line of houses were built along the south
side of Dulwich Road. Joshua Blackburn contributed to the cost of the new
St.Jude’s Church in their midst, doubtless with one eye on further development
with the church in the midst of a new neighbourhood. Its vicarage was even
built fronting the intended Brockwell Terrace roadway. However, Joshua was
confined to a lunatic asylum in his later years, and died in 1888.
Creating a Public Park
In that same year, the Lambeth Vestry had obtained consent to make a new
public park on the east side of Brixton Hill, using the grounds of Raleigh Hall,
- 13 -
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a 17th century mansion. When it became apparent that the Brockwell Estate
would come on the market, Thomas Bristowe, Norwood's MP, led a campaign
to divert the funds to secure the larger and more attractive site.
78 acres were bought as a park by the London County Council in 1891, with
contributions from the local authorities and the community. Tragically, Mr
Bristowe collapsed and died at the formal opening on 6th June 1892.
Efforts continued over the next 10 years to add the remainder of the estate to
the ‘new’ park. Another 3.5 acres were bought in 1895 to provide access from
the Brixton direction via Arlingford Road. J. J. B. Blackburn, Joshua’s son,
had died in 1898 and the remaining 43 acres were bought from his trustees by
the LCC in 1901, and opened formally in 1903, but until the leases expired on
the four remaining houses, only about half was actually accessible. The last
house was demolished in 1923 and its site was incorporated into the park.
Adding Amenities
In the meantime, various amenities were being added. By 1895, the old kitchen
garden had been turned into a flower garden, a rustic bandstand and floral
carpet bedding had been added near the Hall, and the
ponds had been laid out, including a larger one for
swimming. Tea rooms operated in the Hall from early
on, with flower displays in its conservatory in Edwardian
times. The open air swimming pool opened in 1937,
leaving the old lake to model boats and later, geese. A
children's playground, all-weather football pitches and
tennis courts were also added. While building the first
phase of the Tulse Hill Estate in 1939, the LCC added an
access onto Tulse Hill itself, with a way through the new
estate to the Brixton Hill area beyond.
Reversing Decline
In 1971 the Park was transferred to Lambeth Council,
and although it continued to be used for events, notably
the popular Lambeth Country Show, it no longer
received the same level of resources either for
maintenance or for improvements. Earlier structures and
amenities gradually fell into disuse or disappeared in the
Brockwell Park
interests of easier management.
Clock Tower
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In recent years there have been determined attempts to reverse the decline,
with the assistance of Lottery funding. The first instalment has been the
refurbishment of the Lido, with additional space to accommodate other
activities throughout the year. Modest improvements have already been made
elsewhere around the park, but the main landscape works on the park itself
should start in January next year. Ideas are still being considered for further
work on the Hall, which must be funded separately.
There has however been one loss of park land. When the common lands of the
Manor of Lambeth were enclosed 200 years ago, the Brockwell Estate gained
a small area of grass verge at the Herne Hill gate. This has recently been given
up again to enable changes to the complex road junction outside the Herne Hill
gate.

Alan Piper

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
The English Heritage press release on Marie Stopes, published in the autumn
issue, omitted completely one important aspect of her life, namely her
passionate belief in eugenics.
The "science" of eugenics (of which George Bernard Shaw was also a
supporter) advocated the elimination of the mentally handicapped and
physically disabled and the breeding, through legislative compulsion, of a
super-race from which all defects had been eradicated. So fervent a believer
was she in this pseudo-science that she even went to the length of disinheriting
her own son because he had the temerity to marry a woman who suffered from
short sight.
Given her views on eugenics it is not surprising that Marie Stopes was an
ardent supporter of the Nazis. Her admiration for Adolf Hitler was so great that
she even dedicated a volume of her poetry (now long forgotten) to him. She
lived to see the downfall of her idol and the discrediting of the racial theories
which both of them so passionately propagated.
Yours faithfully,

Philip Goddard
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FIREWORKS
Many years ago South Norwood was the home
of what was described as the largest fireworks
factory in the world. From an account of a visit to the
factory many years ago, when the ingenuity of Messrs Brock was at its peak,
we are told that the factory was located in a silent meadow, fringed with trees,
and dotted with sheds. It was this factory that mounted the famous Crystal
Palace set-piece displays, although it was established as early as 1725 and
competed for displays worldwide.
There was apparently a good reason for the factory to consist of small sheds
dotted about the field. The materials used to make fireworks are very explosive
and combustible, and if there is an accident it is then limited to one of the
sheds. To deal with an accident, said at the time to be fortunately rare, buckets
of water were located in suitable locations and kept topped up, and tanks and
hydrants were also provided. Many of the employees were women, and safety
precautions included a requirement for them to be dressed in loose serge, and
wear large, curious, light-coloured and rather sprawling, leather boots – not
exactly fashion items. In addition, all the floors were closely fitted with
linoleum.
The serge over-garment was regarded as non-inflammable and the boots (large
enough to slip over other footwear) were all sewn and included no metal in
- 16 -
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their construction. The dust that
is inevitably created in the
process of manufacture is a fire
risk, and everything had to be
done to reduce the possibility
of a spark. The linoleum could
be swept and washed daily to
avoid any accumulation of such
dust. Even cobwebs were kept
at bay, so the local spiders had
to find a home somewhere else.

Brock’s Firework Factory

The fireworks themselves, once manufactured, were of course dangerous, and
their safe storage a major concern. They were kept separately from the factory
sheds, and at some distance from them, in specially-designed iron buildings
(presumably wooden ones presented more of a fire risk). . Some were kept in
underground magazines where an explosion could be contained. The whole
complex was connected by tram lines, and the goods were conveyed in closed
boxes or trunks, covered by tarpaulins. Such was the risk of having too much
explosive material concentrated in one place that the company also used
floating hulks moored in the Thames some twenty miles below London Bridge
(there is no mention of Tower Bridge, which was presumably not built at the
time). There were also depots at other places, presumably to spread the risks.
Fireworks were of course generally used to celebrate a particular occasion –
particularly in China, where they seem to have originated – and it is said that
the Jackson Harmsworth Expedition to the North Pole took some with them for
possible celebration. But most people are curious about how they are made, and
there is no mystery about the process. Chlorate of potash is used, together with
sulphur. The two must never be in
the same place or else there would
be an explosion. So there were
chlorate mixing sheds, and at some
distance sulphur rooms. Some
mixtures of an ingredient have to be
prepared and sieved to make them
fine and powdery, and suitable for
being rammed into cases. An
- 17 -
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additional precaution is that, once a batch is mixed, it is
removed to a relief shed. Visitors were told that there also a
mystery ingredient, kept a close secret.
The fuses are of course an important part of fireworks. They
were made of cotton-wick, soaked in a composition of
gunpowder and starch, and then hung on a frame to dry. The
speed at which they were burnt would have been an
important factor in the calculation of the timing of a
firework display. The manufacture of individual types of
fireworks was done in separate sheds, when the mixture was
forced into a case. The cases were of course of different
types, with some long tubes being filled and wound into
Catherine-wheels, and others (rockets and Roman candles)
filled using funnels and having the mixture rammed home
with wooden mallets.
There were of course very large fireworks made from layers
of paper pasted together - It is said that three hundred tons
of paper were used every year. A bursting shell in its
unexploded form looks very much like a half-cocoa-nut, and
has charges spaced at intervals and separated by clay to
ensure the sequence of explosions. The timing of such fuses,
and their composition together with the various mixtures to
provide the breathtaking visual effects, is crucial, and
Messrs Brock kept their techniques a closely-guarded secret.
Altogether there were about a hundred sheds of various
kinds in the area, with space between them appropriate to
the degree of risk of accident. The sheds had no internal
illumination and the only light was a gas jet positioned
outside a window. Other precautions included passing each
completed rocket through a door into a box outside so as to
lessen the risk of an accident setting off a whole batch - with
predictable results. The whole site was guarded at night by a
watchman and two large, powerful and well-trained dogs.
With acknowledgements to an article Tons of Fireworks by
F M Holmes.
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POEM FROM WILDE NORWOOD
In the North Tower Gardens — the band would play
At intervals — until the end of day
When a thousand coloured lights — did twinkle
Merry the music — above the dingle
Joyous the laughter — between youth and maid
Happy the conversation of the staid
Memories recalled by that old old song
When too — to them — did youth and love belong
An exhilarating march — throbs on air
Young hearts are beating high, life seems so fair
Now is the sky lit — with a thousand lights
Of bursting rockets — in succeeding flights
A gorgeous galaxy of beauty — dies
Leaving glittering stars in inky skies
Fizz, whiz — fizz, whiz — now, is the setpiece on
Vivid — a battle scene, the smoke is gone
Shells burst on fort — and answering shells come back
So realistic - is that final crack
A scene of beauty quickly grows apace
Trees are silhouetted — as colours race
Niagara streams now — its golden rain
Against which, roman candles — vie in vain

Hugh Cornwall
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