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THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in June 2011. Contributions should be sent,
no later than 20th May 2011, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood Review,
47 Ross Road, London SE25 6SB (Tel: 020 8653 0402)
chairman@norwoodsociety.com. Would contributors please give their ‘phone
number, address and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
The Executive Committee recently had an opportunity to discuss the Society’s
future and, in particular, its finances. As everyone knows, we keep the
subscription level down and so far we have managed satisfactorily, thanks to
your generous donations, and have a healthy balance in the bank. But we are
aware that many of our loyal members no longer live in Norwood, and that we
can only tell them what we are doing through this Review. Additionally, their
copy of the Review has to be posted, and these costs are steadily increasing.
Our reprint of the Phoenix Suburb has brought us a useful income over the past
year, and still achieves a good sales level. The general consensus was to
continue as we have done for many years, take any opportunities for fundraising that present themselves, and generally maintain the high standards of
service that we all want. We will however need to review the financial
situation from time to time. One problem (faced by many local amenity
societies) is the need for younger members with spare time and the interest to
take an active role in running the Society.
On planning matters we now know that the
Secretary of State has approved the so-called
Master Plan for Crystal Palace Park. A
conference is planned to discuss how, and to
what extent, it will be implemented.
The new YMCA complex to replace the old
Police Training Centre in Sylvan Hill has
been approved, although reservations remain
about its size and use. The Cumberlow
Lodge scheme, fought over bitterly in the
past, is now being constructed, and
assurances have been obtained that the
money earmarked for the improvement of
the Stanley Halls will be used for that
purpose. There is however apparently
discussion about who, in future, might
manage the Halls as a public amenity.

Proposals for Crystal Palace

The
To
some extent unexpectedly, the latest Railway Buildings scheme at Norwood
NORWOOD
SOCIETYStation was refused by the Planning Committee, and it remains to be
Junction
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seen whether there will be yet another appeal. There was, again, a session of
the Planning Committee in secret, and this concerned everyone even though
the result was the right one.
There have been two occasions in recent years where the Council has
demanded retrospective planning applications where householders appear to
qualify to have developments treated as ‘permitted’ under legislation dating
back to 1995. We are pursuing these cases with the Council to see how this has
arisen.
We have joined in a general protest about a proposal to close South Norwood
Library, but so far we have not been told about any intention by either Croydon
or Lambeth Councils to cut their share of the cost of the Upper Norwood Joint
Library.
We still get a steady flow of enquiries about Norwood from far afield as well
as from this country. Our thanks go to Upper Norwood Library in particular for
helping us to give a useful response. A website can be a mixed blessing – it is
an invaluable source of information but of course also generates enquiries!

Eric Kings
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GUY VERSTRAETE

UNSUNG WARTIME HERO
Corsica does not figure prominently, if at all, in
accounts of WWII. It was however the location
of heroic resistance to the Italian occupation of
the island during the war years. It was also a
place to gather information useful to the Allies,
who at the time were anxious to give the
impression that the next step in the war against
the Axis would be an invasion of Corsica rather
than the cost of Brittany. So agents were sent there
by submarine to gather information and transmit it
back to the intelligence authorities. Agents were without exception brave
men and women, who knew that if captured they faced torture and almost
certain execution.
One such agent, Guy Verstraete, was born to Belgian parents at 1 Tulsemere
Road, West Norwood on 7th February 1918 (Belgium was then occupied by the
Germans). His family had been in what was then the Belgian Congo since 1911
and were on leave. In 1920 they returned to Africa, so Guy would have been in
West Norwood for little more than 2 years, and presumably would not have
gained fluency in English until later. Guy had his education in Antwerp,
including graduating from a Belgian Merchant Navy College.
In 1939 he joined the merchant ship Carlier which left Antwerp bound for
Matadi in the Congo but in May 1940 they heard that Belgium had capitulated
and so headed for the French port of Dakar. When France also capitulated they
were prevented from leaving as scheduled in June, and in July the British Navy
bombarded the port to disable the French battleship Richelieu, but the Carlier
was not damaged. In August the Captain of the Carlier decided to make a run
for it, but unfortunately it was damaged by a cable and overtaken and fired on
by a Vichy French patrol boat. The Carlier was badly damaged and had to be
towed back into Dakar harbour and beached. Her crew was then interned on
board the stricken ship. In June 1941, desperate to leave Dakar, Verstraete and
four of the crew got permission from the Captain to take a ship’s lifeboat and
try to escape. They succeeded in doing so after several adventures, and reached
the Gambia, then a British colony. They were then taken by British torpedo
boat to Freetown, Sierra Leone.
-4-
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They were then embarked
for transfer to England, and
arrived in Liverpool in July
1941. From there Verstraete
went to London, and was
accepted by the Belgian
section of MI.5 to take part
in clandestine warfare
against the Axis. After
training he was sent to Oran
in July 1942, and after some
confusion about his role he
was given the task of
infiltrating the middle classes there to gauge their opinions and attitudes
towards the Allies, and to pick up useful bits of military information.
In November 1942 he acted as a guide to the American forces which had
landed in North Africa. The British Intelligence Service then established itself
in Algiers and set about encouraging the idea that Corsica was next on the list
for invasion. Unfortunately there were few contacts in Corsica, where Italian
troops outnumbered the population, and so in 1943 it was decided, in
conjunction with the French, to send some agents there by submarine, one of
which would be Verstraete, together with Charles Simon Andrei and Antoine
Colonna d’Istria.
Verstraete and his fellow agents did some good work in Corsica for two
months, but were finally caught because of an informer in April 1943. He was
badly treated during his interrogation, but would not give the location of his
radio transmitter or the names of other agents. Eventually, after a trial at Bastia,
Verstraete (using another name) was sentenced to death on the grounds that he
was an enemy (English) agent landed by submarine, and the sentence was
carried out immediately. Throughout he denied that he was English, and said
that he had lived, and would die, a Frenchman.
He is buried in the cemetery at Bastia with a plaque bearing, in French, ‘Here
lies Guy Verstraete, Officer of the Belgian Merchant Marine born in 1918. Shot
by the Italians on 8th July 1943 under the name of Guy Vernuge’ On the coast,
at Cupabia (South West), a monument was erected in 1994 to mark the place
where the agents had been landed by the submarine HMS Saracen (see over).
-5-

THE NORWOOD REVIEW

SPRING 2011

From information received from
Terry Hodgkinson, author of
Frederick: The Forgotten Mission.
Frederick: La Mission Oubliée
(Only available in French) 96 pages
Paperback, Terry Hodgkinson, Ian
Lee £15.00 ISBN 9780954910945
Larsen Grove Press.
Note: Although only a minor issue,
Guy’s birth in West Norwood made
him automatically a British
Subject. It seems that the reason he
claimed, at his trial, that he was
French rather than British or
Belgian, was to protect his family
still living in Belgium. Ed.

Croydon Heritage plaque on 30 Dagnall Park, South Norwood.
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PERSONALITIES OF SOUTH NORWOOD

SAMUEL COLERIDGE TAYLOR
A blue plaque on the wall of No 30 Dagnall Park,
South Norwood, (bottom of page opposite) bears
the legend that Samuel Coleridge Taylor had
lived there.
Coleridge Taylor was born on August 15th 1875,
the only son of a black father and white mother.
The father, although a brilliant young doctor, was
unable to get continuing work and, disillusioned,
returned to his native Sierra Leone leaving his wife
and baby son in the care of Mr and Mrs Holman with
whom they had digs in North London. When the
Holmans moved to Croydon they took the Taylors with
them, and on his fifth birthday Mr Holman gave Samuel the present of a child’s
violin and rudimentary lessons on how to play it. It proved the most perfect gift
for the child.
Shortly after, his mother re-married and the family moved to Waddon New
Road. It was whilst they were there that Joseph Beckwith, the conductor of the
Croydon Theatre Orchestra, discovered the little boy playing marbles in the
street and still clutching his violin. He persuaded Samuel to play for him and
was amazed at his talent. It was agreed that Mr Beckwith should give him
proper lessons and after a few years Samuel was playing at soirees and athomes as a soloist. Samuel was so small that Mr Beckwith recorded that at one
of his pupils’ concerts Samuel had to stand on boxes so that the audience could
see him above the ferns which decorated the stage.
When Samuel entered the British School for
Boys, Tamworth Road, the headmaster,
John Drage, recognised his talent and
with his form master gave Samuel
every opportunity to use his gift, from
leading the singing with his violin at
the weekly classes to composing an
original setting for God Save the Queen,
which he did – overnight!
-7-
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One of John Drage’s duties as headmaster was to collect the subscriptions
which formed a substantial part of the British School’s maintenance, and one of
those on whom he called was a Mr (later Colonel) H A Walters, at that time
honorary choirmaster of St George’s Presbyterian Church, Croydon. On
Drage’s recommendation Samuel was accepted to fulfil the next choir vacancy
and, although he continued his violin lessons with Joseph Beckwith, from that
moment Mr Walters took him into his special care, teaching him not only voice
production and solo singing but also music theory.
When Samuel left school in 1890 Col. Walters tried hard to find him a suitable
job: temperamentally he was unsuitable for office work, and his mixed blood
stood against him in others so when the best offer he could get was as an
apprentice to the piano tuning trade, Col Walters stepped in with an offer to
pay for higher musical education.

Sir George Grove

Mother and son gladly accepted and
Samuel was accepted by and started at
the Royal College of Music studying
violin, piano and harmony. When Col.
Walters brought some samples of
Samuel’s compositions to the notice of
Sir George Groves, Principal of the
College, he was so impressed that he
arranged for Samuel to have composition
as his first study, the piano for his
second and, despite his brilliance on the
instrument, to drop the violin. So, in
1892, Coleridge Taylor came under the
beneficent influence of Charles Villiers
Stanford. From then he developed as a
composer with great rapidity.

When the building of the south side of Holmesdale Road, where the family
were then living, became detrimental to Samuel’s work of composing, the
family moved to Fernham Road near Grangewood Park. Here Samuel would
walk, read and muse on the wonderful views over South Norwood, where the
fields had scarcely been built on, to the heather-clad hills of Shirley and
Addington to the south and the Banstead Downs to the west. He particularly
-8-
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enjoyed reading the Brownings, perhaps because Robert Browning had a
Creole grandmother and whose father had refused an inheritance because it had
been built on the slave trade.
In 1898 came Coleridge Taylor’s great opportunity. On Elgar’s
recommendation he was invited to compose for the Three Choirs Festival: this
was the Ballade in A Minor and he was required to be present at Gloucester to
conduct it. It was an enormous success and received a terrific ovation: next day
the London papers were full of praise for the young musician.

The Crystal Palace
Two months later he was invited to conduct it at the Crystal Palace and then
began the start of his close and lasting relationship with the Crystal Palace both
in the concert room and in the music school where he became Professor of
Music during his last years.
He met his future wife, Jessie Walmesley, whilst at the Royal College, and
despite her parents’ opposition and his own personal hardship, the success of
the Hiawatha publications (when his publishers secured the right of first refusal
on all his new works for an annual sum of £100) enabled the pair to marry
quietly at Holy Trinity Church, South Norwood, on December 30th 1899.
-9-
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ROYAL CINEMA PROGRAMME
Happy days after the Second World War. This copy of a programme for the
Royal Cinema in Norwood was received with thanks from Mr. Arthur
Belgrove whose late mother moved away from 152 Rommany Road in 1947.
- 10 -
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No. 31901 with a Sheerness to Brighton excursion train passes under the
Sunny Bank bridge on the Spur line, 5 July 1952 (John Minnis collection)

THE NORWOOD SPUR
For just over a century a short railway line in the Norwood area carried both a
regular service of local trains bound for Beckenham and a wide but irregular
selection of through passenger and goods trains between Surrey and Kent
destinations. The Norwood Spur Line, as it was known, was a mere fiveeighths of a mile long and has been closed for so long so that few now
remember it in its heyday and its route has now been largely built over.
Authorised by Act of Parliament of 1st August 1859, the London, Brighton and
South Coast Railway (LBSCR) was to promote a double track line which was
to leave the company's own main line a short distance to the north of Norwood
Junction and then, swinging to the north east over a wide arc, passing beneath
the road leading to Sunny Bank and continuing on a course between Kings
Road and Regina Road before joining the Beckenham Junction to Crystal
Palace line of the London, Chatham and Dover Railway (LCDR) at Norwood
Spur Junction immediately south of the [point where the present Cambridge
Road now leads into Marlow Road. Construction work proceeded rapidly and
a new bay platform was built on the down side of Norwood Junction station
and it was agreed that a local train service between that station and Beckenham
Junction would be provided by the LCDR but operated on the "joint purse"
principle whereby each company would be responsible for one half of its cost
with profits or losses shared equally between them.
The line was opened on 18th June 1862 and a service of ten weekday trains
was run by the LCDR on the Beckenham to Norwood shuttle with a
locomotive, one carriage and a van. There were no Sunday trains but there
were few other services using the Spur line and it remained a somewhat
- 11 -
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forgotten outpost of the LBSCR and was largely ignored by the LCDR. Little
is recorded of the Norwood trains but in 1880 a Mr Ashendon brought an
action in damages against the LBSCR after an Italian greyhound in transit
between Brighton and Rochester via the Norwood shuttle was lost at
Beckenham Junction when a porter there allowed the dog to slip its lead and
make off at a great speed.
By the beginning of the twentieth century the Norwood shuttles were being
operated with old stock and elderly LCDR locomotives that were well past
their best. Each train was managing to carry only a handful of passengers and
the operating costs had increased by the use of the old locomotives. In a bid to
save money the South Eastern & Chatham Railway (SECR), the successors to
the LCDR, in 1909 introduced new small tank engines of the "P" class on the
service with the locomotive sandwiched between two carriages and operated on
the push-pull "motor train" principle so that the train could operated in both
directions without the need for the locomotive to run round its train at its
termini. In the following year an ex-LCDR "Terrier" tank engine was used in
the same manner and continued to do so up until 1914. These changes did little
to make the service viable although had a more useful service, such as a
Bromley to Croydon through service via the Norwood Spur and thus avoiding
the time-wasting changes at both Beckenham Junction and Norwood Junction
where connections were often missed. In 1911 the SECR issued a notice to
staff that both the Beckenham to Norwood and the Beckenham to Crystal
Palace services were to be withdrawn until further notice at a date to be
announced.
They were not but it was the advent of the First War that brought about the
abandonment of the Norwood Shuttles. On January 1st 1917, in a move to save
fuel costs and to release railway staff to serve with the forces on the western
front, the Norwood shuttles were discontinued and thereafter there were few
scheduled services over the Spur apart from what the Bromley Mercury later
described as "phantom trains which would suddenly rattle down the otherwise
derelict line bearing troops to some unknown destination." The line itself was,
however, never formally abandoned and when the Beckenham Junction to
Crystal Palace, derelict since 1915, was re-laid and electrified in 1929 the
Norwood Spur line was singled and operated as a uni-directional line from the
Beckenham end and Norwood Spur Junction signal box was demolished and
replaced by a lever frame situated in a wooden hut. The pleas by the
- 12 -
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Beckenham Urban District Council to the Southern Railway to consider reinstating the Norwood shuttles and extending them to East Croydon were
rejected on the grounds that there would be little demand for it and that in any
case the line south of Norwood Junction was now already operating to its
maximum capacity.
For the next thirty years or so special trains were operated over the Spur Line
and although it was not greatly used during the second war because of the
heavy bombing of the area in the 1950s there were still excursion trains on
routes such as Sheerness to Brighton and on occasions railway enthusiast's
specials travelled over the line. In July 1964 probably the last train, a steamhauled enthusiasts' special, used the line and it was formally closed to all traffic
on 30th October 1966. In January 1969 the line was disconnected and lifted and
today there is little to see since new housing and other developments have
taken place on the former track-bed although the name of a new road,
Bradshaw's Close, gives a clue to its past use to the railway-minded.
Somewhat remarkably the two small engines which actually operated the line
before the first war have both survived - the "P" class tank No. 323 as
"Bluebell" on the railway of that name and the "Terrier" No. 751 is in the care
of the Canadian Historical Association.

Andrew Hajducki
(Andrew Hajducki is the author of a new book, The Railways of Beckenham,
which will be published in March 2011)

The small signal hut at Norwood
Spur Junction, looking towards
Beckenham in July 1964. (J. J.
Smith,- Bluebell Railway archives)
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DICK WHITTINGTON AT THE STANLEY HALLS 1938

Do you recognise anybody? This is the cast of Dick Whittington,
performed at the Stanley Halls in 1938. If you have any information please
get in touch with Brian Bloice - email b.bloice@btinternet.com
or Telephone 020 8764 8314
- 14 -
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LESLIE HOWARD
THE LOST ACTOR

(Published by Vallentine Mitchell in 2010
by Estel Eforgan ISBN 978 0 85303 941 9)
Leslie Howard, although seen by most people as
an archetypal Englishman, had overseas
ancestry. His father Ferdinand Steiner came
from Hungary and in 1886, after being brought
up in Vienna, came to England to seek his
fortune at the age of 24. He then came into
contact with Lilian Blumberg, a member of a
long-established Jewish immigrant family
dating back in England to 1834.
The Blumberg family lived in Jasper Road (the house is no longer there) in
prosperous circumstances. Love blossomed between Ferdinand and Lilian, and
in due course they married. At some stage they presumably set up home at
Westbourne Road, Forest Hill, where Leslie was born in 1893. Some five
years later Ferdinand returned to Vienna with his wife and son, and they
enjoyed the cultural life there for five years or so before returning to England.
Although they are said to have enjoyed their stay in Vienna they (or at least
Ferdinand) found the restrictions placed on Jewish families, or those of Jewish
extraction, unacceptable.
On returning to England they bought a house in Jasper Road Upper Norwood
next to that occupied by Lilian’s parents (the house – Allandale - is also no
longer there). The house is described as having 5 storeys looking down on a
sloping garden with a spectacular view over the whole of London. The
Blumbergs were of course thoroughly anglicized, and there was pressure to
remove any trace of Leslie’s foreign roots, including of course his speech.
Upper Norwood is described in the book as a very pleasant suburb with many
well-off families, including such famous people as Emile Zola and Camille
Pissarro (both of Jewish origin).
Leslie’s education then took place at a local preparatory school and then
Alleyn’s School in Dulwich, After a rather unhappy time there Leslie was
encouraged by two of his Blumberg uncles, and his mother, to take an interest
- 15 -
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Stanley Halls
in acting, and together they put on amateur dramatic productions at the Stanley
Halls, South Norwood. His father however saw no future in it, and so Leslie
went to work in a bank in Whitehall, although he spent his leisure writing
articles and short stories.
At this point the 1914 outbreak of war took over Leslie’s life, and he joined a
cavalry regiment. When, eventually, his regiment was sent to France Leslie
was found medically unfit and remained in reserve at Colchester, where he
married Ruth Martin. He was not long after discharged from the army and
returned to Norwood with his wife. He then abandoned his job at the bank and
joined various touring theatrical companies, with mixed, but mainly
favourable, reviews. He finally made it to the West End in 1917. One of his
theatrical Blumberg uncles had become a film director when moving pictures
and the cinema were in their silent infancy. Conveniently, the studios for the
company were in Limes Road, Croydon. Leslie then obtained a major role in a
London play, followed by another, both of which were reviewed favourably, at
least as far as he was concerned. These were followed by more substantial
productions which brought Leslie into contact with many famous actors of the
time. He persisted with his interest in the world of film however, and
compensated for its ups and downs with stage work and writing plays and
scripts. He joined Adrian Brunel in setting up a film company, and enlisted the
help of A A Milne. They had some success but eventually the company was
dissolved. At that point Leslie decided to try his luck on the American stage.
- 16 -
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His first play ‘Just Suppose’ finally reached Broadway in 1920, and had some
success, but Leslie’s reviews were not always good. He continued to write
articles, and had no trouble in finding parts in other plays, some of them
written, with mixed success, by A A Milne. One success was however
‘Outward Bound’ which attracted enthusiastic audiences in Britain and
America. By 1928 he was in demand on both sides of the Atlantic, although in
‘Her Cardboard Lover’ he was overshadowed, both on and off the stage, by
Tallulah Bankhead.
The Leslie Howard that most of us know is of course his film career. The
family went to Hollywood in 1930, as did most of the Broadway talent. There
Howard made his name in a number of films with leading stars, but did not
apparently enjoy the process of film-making compared with theatre work, and
alternated between the two in England and America with considerable success.
He also showed skill at directing. His role in The Scarlet Pimpernel in England
struck a chord with the persecution of Jews in Germany and featured many
well-known actors. It was a resounding success in both countries. He then had
another theatre success in The Petrified Forest, later a film. He was generous
with his off-stage and off-screen time, and gave talks to organizations like the
English-Speaking Union, which was avowedly hostile to Fascism.
Like many serious actors,
Howard wanted to enter the
world of Shakespeare, and
mounted a stage production of
Hamlet. His role was not
however successful as his quiet
and restrained acting style did not
fit well into such a play. More
suited to his style was a film of
Pygmalion in 1938, which is
regarded as watchable even
today, although overshadowed to
some extent by ‘My Fair Lady’.
On return to America, and
apparently with some misgivings,
he took the part of Ashley Wilkes
in Gone with the Wind, a film
that needs no description here.

Leslie Howard And Olivia De Havilland
in ‘Gone With The Wind’
- 17 -
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When the war broke out Leslie Howard became involved in efforts to promote
the production of British films, and British culture generally, and went to
France to discuss possibilities. After the collapse of France he continued this
work in Spain, Portugal and Eire, and this ended with his tragic death when his
aeroplane was shot down in 1943 by the Germans (whether or not it was
because he was a passenger is a matter for conjecture). He also made many
broadcasts to promote the war effort. In 1941 he adapted the theme of The
Scarlet Pimpernel to make the successful and widely-influential film Pimpernel
Smith, a production which highlighted the treatment of the Jews by the Nazi
government and is still occasionally shown.
Leslie Howard had a cameo role in The 49th Parallel – a film which brought
into focus Canada’s role in the conflict, and portrayed the Germans
unfavourably. In 1942 he then produced, directed and took the leading role in
The First of the Few, a film widely-regarded as his best work, and highly
relevant to the Battle of Britain period following which it was made. Again, it
is still shown occasionally.
In 1943, Howard presented and directed ‘The Gentle Sex’ which attracted
considerable praise. He then produced ‘The Lamp Still Burns’ which portrayed
the experiences of a trainee hospital nurse based on a book by Monica Dickens.
It attracted mixed reviews.
‘The Lost Actor’ concludes with two chapters dealing with Howard’s visit to
Portugal in 1943, ostensibly to explore the possibility of making films in two
languages, thus avoiding ‘dubbing’, and also to promote the Allied cause.
There is some speculation in the book about whether Howard had some kind of
role in the security services, but no real evidence.
To sum up, The Lost Actor reflects exhaustive research by the author, and is
worthy of a place on that part of a bookshelf dealing with the theatre and films
over a long period, and during momentous changes. This brief article does not
reflect an understandable emphasis in the book on the contributions to the
theatre and cinema of the talented Jewish communities here and in America.
This is partly because it tends to affect an assessment of Howard’s role but
mainly because the subject deserves a book of its own.

Eric Kings
- 18 -
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RAYMOND
CHANDLER
Although, because of his American literary
success, the style of his novels and his birth
in Chicago, Raymond Chandler is thought of
as American through and through, he had
strong connections with the United Kingdom.
His mother, who was abandoned by his
American father in 1900, was Irish, and at
that time the whole of Ireland was part of the
United Kingdom, so she would have been a
British subject, and probably had relations
here. As citizenship did not pass down the
distaff line Chandler was obviously
American.
He was brought to London in 1900 at the age of 12, and with the help of an
affluent uncle, lived at Mount Cyra, 110 Auckland Road Upper Norwood, a
pleasant Victorian villa. An article in the Radio Times for 29th January – 4th
February 2011 by Martyn Waites was headed ‘..how the mean streets of Upper
Norwood shaped Raymond Chandler’. Auckland Road at that time was a
middle – or even upper – class street, and remains a good address, so Waites
got that seriously wrong. Any experience of ‘mean streets’ would surely have
referred to Chicago, where he lived for 12 years, and presumably went to
school there.
On arrival in London Chandler, presumably supported by his uncle, attended
Dulwich College, and his name joins those of other famous people too many to
mention. On leaving (and being naturalized as a British Subject) he was
successful in passing the Civil Service examination (he was third on the list of
successful candidates) but found the post he was given not to his liking and so
embarked, not very successfully, on journalism and writing reviews and poetry.
In 1913 he and his mother, still financed by his uncle, settled in Los Angeles,
and he trained as a bookkeeper until war service in France with the Canadians.
By 1932 he had achieved success as a highly paid vice-president of the Dabney
Oil Syndicate, but he lost that post due to alcoholism and depression.
- 19 -
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At that point Chandler turned to writing
stories and novels, and his distinctive style
emerged in his first novel in 1939, called
‘The Big Sleep’ and was immediately a hit
and, like his later novels, snapped up by
Hollywood and made into a film in 1946,
giving Humphrey Bogart a welcome boost
to his career (see below). The main
character – Philip Marlowe – became the
archetypal hard-boiled private detective
with a mixture of gentleness, morality and
toughness. Chandler also used the first
person style of writing dialogue (this was
particularly effective in films). He also
made exceptionally good use of invented
similes. The writer recollects the novel use
of the camera in ‘The Lady in the Lake’ in
which the Philip Marlowe character is not
visible but speaks, apparently, from behind
the camera – there is however the use of a
mirror to show that he is there.
Raymond Chandler regained his
American citizenship in 1956
and died in 1959. His upbringing
and writings do not reflect
Upper Norwood, but are
obviously based on the less
pleasant parts of Los Angeles,
and possibly from his early
upbringing in Chicago. There
are others who have tried to
adopt his style, but not
successfully.

Eric Kings
(With acknowledgements to
Wikipedia, and other sources).
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THE NORWOODS
AND THE VENGEANCE WEAPONS
London and its suburbs were targets in the 1940/41 Blitz, but this mainly
affected the East End with its oil depots and docks. Thanks to Watson-Watt the
radar gave some warning for people to have time to enter their Anderson or
Morrison shelters – or their cellars – and have some protection from bombs. In
1944 however two new menaces made themselves known, the so-called
vengeance weapons V1 (a pilotless plane) and V2 (a rocket). The V! appeared
first and although the intelligence services had some information about it (the
launching sites were mainly in France) it came as a shock to many. It had a
characteristic sound made by a cheap paraffin impulse-jet engine, and was too
fast to be intercepted by most of the fighter aircraft at the time. It had no
sophisticated aiming mechanism, and fell randomly as its fuel ran out. Those
who heard them knew, when they heard the engine cut out, that there were a
few precious seconds to dive for cover.
Unfortunately the route from the launching sites in France to the centre of
London ran straight across Croydon and the Norwoods (South, Upper and
West), and the Germans relied on the BBC for information about the locations
where the V1’s fell so that they could guide them more accurately. This meant,
of course, that efforts had to be made to mislead and give the impression that
the V1’s had fallen well to the north of London so that they would be
calibrated to fall harmlessly into the fields of Kent. Whether this stratagem
succeeded is arguable, since presumably the weapons had always had a full

The V1 flying bomb, or doodlebug, as it was commonly known at the time.
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tank and because it was crudely and cheaply made it could not be redirected or
its range reduced or increased. So until the launching sites were over-run after
the D-Day landings Croydon and the Norwoods continued to bear the brunt.
The other weapon – the V2 rocket – was impossible to detect, and the first
thing that anyone knew about it was a massive explosion. Fortunately or
otherwise it represented a giant leap in weapon technology development and
could not be aimed other than at a widespread target such as London. Most of
the damage, deaths and injuries were however caused by the V1. The AntiAircraft defences brought down many, as did pilots of the faster fighter
aeroplanes, but they were cheap, easy to produce, and simple to launch from
sites difficult to detect, so civilians had to do what they could to protect
themselves.
Croydon bore the brunt of the V1 attacks, and 3 out of 4 houses were damaged
by them. During one week-end fifteen V1’s (commonly known as Doodlebugs
or Buzzbombs) fell on Croydon, and eight fell in one day. The final toll
disclosed that 211 Croydon residents had died as a result of the attacks, and of
course many more injured. Although not in Croydon the Urban District of
Penge suffered just as badly, with hardly one house spared damage of some
kind, and of course heavy casualties. Other Boroughs within the limited range
of the V1’s also suffered, but none so badly as Croydon, which of course
includes much of Upper Norwood. Those parts of the Norwoods in Lambeth
also suffered. Furneaux Avenue off Knights Hill lost most of its houses, and
York Hill was very badly affected.

Cutaway drawing of V1 flying bomb.
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Damage caused by a V1 that fell near Ross Road
In the Croydon part several bombs fell in Auckland Road, one damaging St
John’s Church, and South Norwood Hill took a lot of punishment, in particular
on the eastern side with its Victorian villa development. It is good to see that
repairs and renovations have kept much of both localities, with their Victorian
character, intact. It might, in some places, be said that unthinking post-war
development did more permanent damage, and that is certainly true of Beulah
Hill. Fidelis Convent and the Norwood Cottage Hospital also suffered damage.
Ross Road off South Norwood Hill was one of the worst-hit roads, with
fatalities and much damage to houses. Spa Hill, Spurgeon’s Road, Grange
Road and Beulah all had more than their share of damage.
War damage repairs were necessarily in the shape of first aid rather than quality
renovation, and a close study of the age of roofs will often reveal earlier repair
by poor quality wartime tiles which have not survived. Original tiles were of
course used when they survived, and this created a speckled effect which can
still be seen. The directional effect of blast (the main cause of damage) can
often be deduced from a careful study and knowledge of the location of
explosions.
As the Norwoods are mainly part of two boroughs (Lambeth and Croydon) it is
not possible to give exact statistics for them. We are perhaps fortunate that the
enemy did not develop his vengeance weapons earlier, and in a more accurate
and long-distance form. Certainly the V1’s, and particularly the V2’s, came as
an unpleasant surprise at a time when most people were looking forward to the
end of the long war.
From ‘The Battle of South London’ by Arthur L Woolf.
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