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St. John the Evangelist Church Altar as seen through the Rood Screen.

THE NORWOOD REVIEW
The Norwood Review is published four times a year, in Spring, Summer,
Autumn and Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next
edition of the Review will appear in June 2012. Contributions should be sent, no
later than 20th May 2012, to the Editorial Board, The Norwood Review, 47
Ross Road, London SE25 6SB or secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk. (020 8653
8768). Would contributors please give their ‘phone number, address and e-mail
address.
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EDITORIAL
We have managed in this issue to include one or two subjects which have come
our way, and looked interesting enough to expand into an article. Like most
people we had no idea that Marie Stopes had such a famous mother, and
maintained a link with Norwood until she died.
Abraham Steer was famous in a different way – he became bankrupt for a
staggering amount that was reported worldwide, although perhaps not as much
as the more recent Royal Bank of Scotland. The big houses in Lancaster Road
are part of the empire that he built so their foundations were good, even if his
finances were otherwise. .
Our Website continues to attract interest from all parts of the world – one
enquirer asked about Thomas Tegg, who lived in Knight’s Hill and was
famous for printing cheap versions of books and publications. We were able to
direct an enquirer to John Coulter’s book Norwood Past which showed a
sketch and gave a description of Thomas Tegg’s house. With the help of the
Upper Norwood Library and other sources we are often able to either provide
answers or suggest likely avenues of enquiry. We should also pay tribute to the
Internet, which often fills in gaps in our knowledge.
We have received a substantial article describing life spent around Norwood
Park, and part of it may be in this issue, if not the next. For our older readers
reminiscences often trigger memories of Norwood, and although we cannot
include everything that we receive we welcome contributions.
Those on the Internet find it interesting to look at the indices to the Norwood
Review since the first issue, and also the index to our archives held at the
Upper Norwood Library. The Library has most of the early copies of the
Norwood Review, and by arrangement with Jerry Savage at the Library they
can be seen there. It is a little more difficult to extract individual items from the
archives, but Jerry helps when he can if he is given plenty of notice. More
recent Reviews are published in their entirety on the Norwood Society
Website.

The
NORWO
The
Editorial Board
OD
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FROM THE SECRETARY
Thank you very much for the prompt payment of subscriptions and the
generous donations that some of you have sent. Those of you whose renewals
remain outstanding will find a reminder enclosed. There appear to be hiccups
with a few standing order mandates, but I am on the case.

Croydon Question Times 2012
Roads, waste collections, schools, libraries, parks…. Here’s an opportunity for
you to come and speak to members of the cabinet and senior council officers
about issues and services that matter to you:Tuesday 15 May - South Norwood Baptist Church (Holmesdale),
2 Oliver Avenue , South Norwood SE25 6TY
The event will run from 7.30pm to 9pm and refreshments will be provided.
You can register to attend by emailing communications@croydon.gov.uk, or
you can simply turn up on the night. However, please note that as space is
limited places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.
To find out more visit www.croydon.gov.uk/questiontime

St. John the Evangelist
St. John the Evangelist will celebrate its 125th anniversary this year. The
programme will start with an Ascension Day Sung Mass (17th May). A Festival
Weekend will follow (Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th May) which will be of
special interest to local historians.
This will see the launch of an historical exhibition with a flower display
representing the seven sacraments. See website for further details:
http://www.stjohn-uppernorwood.org.uk/

Norwood Children’s
Children’s Home
One of our longstanding members, Maud Markliv, wonders if any of you were
(or know of) children who lived in the Norwood Children’s Home (Elder
Road) with her. She was known as Maud Harris (no. 64) and was there from
January 1933 to June 1937.
Please let me know if you would like to get in touch with her.
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London Development Agency proposed plans for Crystal Palace Park.

Crystal Palace Park Legal Challenge
On 7th March (extended to 8th March) the Crystal Palace Community
Association challenged the decision of the Secretary of State to approve the
sale of protected public parkland for the construction of 180 luxury apartments,
under the London Development Agency Masterplan proposal for Crystal Palace
Park. The CPCA letter of objection can be viewed on their website
www.cpca.org.uk .
The legal arguments on both sides may have seemed dry, but they were not
without an element of entertainment and a day and a half in the Royal Courts
of Justice held me spellbound.
Given that the LDA (London Development Agency) will be disbanded at the
end of March and it is as yet uncertain to whom its current responsibility for
the execution of the Masterplan will pass, the judge will not be able to make his
decision until after Easter.

Anna Lines
-4-
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Dennis Britton (1921- 2012)
With considerable sadness we have to report the death of Dennis Britton, who
served the Society for many years as Membership Secretary. Born in Suffolk
and educated in Wandsworth, he volunteered for the Royal Air Force as soon
as he could. He qualified as a Lancaster pilot, and had the distinction of being
awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal as a Flight Sergeant, and then the
Distinguished Flying Cross after being commissioned and made a member of
the legendary Pathfinder Force, which pinpointed targets for a following force
of bombers. He was also awarded the Royal Air Force Medal. He eventually
settled in Stambourne Way next door to Joan Warwick, and became, no doubt
under her influence, active in the Norwood Society. He was a man who had to
remain active after retirement from the Civil Service in 1981, and honed and
extended his considerable DIY skills throughout his retirement.
Dennis’s daughter Jane describes him as a very quiet and modest man who
made little of his achievements, and was always willing to help others. He is
well-remembered by older members of the Norwood Society, and was a key
figure in its development and success over a number of years.
-5-
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ABRAHAM STEER
AND THE
NORWOOD SPORTS CLUB PAVILION
Abraham Steer was an ambitious builder and developer. He acquired some 17
acres of land between the Goat House Bridge and South Norwood Lake which
he planned to develop as a rather select housing scheme called South Norwood
Park. Much of the development was built as Lancaster Road, Avenue Road and
what is now Warminster Road, although the last was called Crescent Road.
Some of the houses he built remain, but others were lost in the last war. Some
houses had capacious grounds, and were demolished and replaced by more
modest schemes in more recent times. He lived for a time (1874) in one called
The Grange in Warminster Road, but had many interests and developments
elsewhere in London.
Abraham Steer began as a builder in Pimlico in 1850 with some £250 or so
capital and moved to Norwood in 1864. He ran into financial trouble in 1868
but managed to negotiate an agreement with his creditors about the £12,000
that he owed. This left him free to pursue his ambitions. At that time he
claimed that his losses were due to a depression in the building trade which
made it difficult for him to borrow and also let his properties. He then
expanded his business interests to include an iron and marble company in
Queen Victoria Street, London, but again ran into financial trouble in 1878
with debts of £17,868, said to be attributable to the failure of his iron business.
He managed to settle his affairs in a way that left him free to continue, and in
the next ten years he engaged in very substantial building operations (including
of course the South Norwood Park). The area of his projects included the City
of London, Westminster, Kensington, Walworth, Camberwell, Sutton and of
course Norwood. But in 1893 once again he encountered financial trouble, this
time on a massive scale which attracted widespread comment here and abroad.
The sum involved was said to be some £300,000, which in current terms would
be about £26,000,000. He included in his explanation at the bankruptcy hearing
that mortgages were difficult to obtain for his properties because of the failure
of the Liberator Building Society, which arose from a fraud perpetrated by a
Mayor of Croydon (Jabez Balfour).
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Mr Steer also included a reference to the money he had spent in developing
private sporting facilities and a pavilion at what is now known as South Lake
and Grounds. These were to be provided for the use of the residents of South
Norwood Park, and involved negotiations in 1883 with John Spofforth Dixon,
who lived in a house on what is now the Norhyrst Estate. He also owned the Elm
Park Estate which at the time was a house with surrounding paddocks. The
disused canal reservoir was to be reduced in size to serve as an ornamental lake,
and part of it was drained for use as a sports ground. Mr Dixon advanced £1,000
towards the cost of the pavilion and club house which was to be made available
‘only for members subscribing to bathing, fishing, skating, cricket, lawn tennis
or other similar and proper game in fashion for the time being’. The lease to
Steer was for 28 years, and the work was completed by March 1884.
In 1885 the local paper invited membership of the Norwood Club which would
provide use of the lake and the tennis facilities, and a further announcement
was the formation of the Norwood Cricket Club with its first match against the
Essex Ramblers on Saturday, 16th May 1885. The tennis facilities flourished
with, ultimately, 54 courts, and many notable people became members or
visited.
It is not known when, and how, Abraham Steer dealt finally with his
bankruptcy, but the Norwood Club continued after his death in 1916. It was
then taken over by Cox’s Bank and then Eagle Star but remained available to
local residents throughout. In 1933, after a long campaign by the South
Norwood Ratepayers’ Association, Croydon Council agreed to purchase the
grounds and make them available to the public, and that remains the position.
The Pavilion has in recent years been refurbished and renamed the Waterside
Centre for general community use. There is now a successful boating club and
most suitable weekends there are small sailing boats on the Lake.
Abraham Steer may have been financially over-ambitious, but with the help of
John Spofforth Dixon this part of South Norwood, with its canal history, has
been preserved. It would otherwise have no doubt gone the way of the Elm
Park and Norhyrst estates, which are now housing developments from the
period 1926-1933.
Article compiled from research by Steve Roud (former Croydon Local Studies
Librarian) and information provided by Beth Smith of Australia and the
Internet.
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St John the Evangelist in the 1920s

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
UPPER NORWOOD
This prominent church in Auckland Road,
Norwood was designed by John
Loughborough Pearson (1817-1897).
He designed many churches (and at
least one cathedral at Truro), and
St John’s, although lacking its
tower, is one of his most notable.
Although less well-known than
his other London churches, it is
regarded by some as the finest
ecclesiastical building in London
south of the Thames.
Rose
Window
of St John’s

It is externally of red brick with
dressing of Bath stone, was designed
to have a tall tower with spire
(unfortunately never built), has corner turrets
-8-
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Rood Screen of St John the Evangelist, Norwood.
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with pyramidal roof, a chapel parallel to the chancel, and has 13th Century
mouldings. The interior vaulting has ribs and groins of Bath stone, cells of
yellow stock brick. However, in other respects it parts company with those
others. It is less ornate than his earlier works. A sense of width and
spaciousness is achieved by the double aisles and the clerestory gallery at the
height of the aisle vault, just above the nave arcade, while the tall clerestory
windows soar upwards to the lofty vault which is in the French style without a
central ridge.
There are no flying buttresses. It is a wonderwork of
engineering and a synthesis of Byzantine and Italian as
well as French styles. The narthex is Cistercian. The
Baptistery is an octagonal cell receding from the main
building and yet incorporated in it, with a floor-level bath
for total immersion. The total interior length of the church
is 142 feet, while the total width of the nave is 77 feet –
half the nave. All this on Sydenham clay which meant that
it was not possible to protrude the chancel to form an apse
(the slightly short Lady Chapel is apsidal).
John
Loughborough
Pearson
Architect of
St. John’s

However, by a stroke of genius, the architect, John
Pearson, overcame this problem by giving the chancel a
square English-type East wall but placing added ribs on the
end vault in the ceiling as though springing from an apse.
That, together with the ambulatory and second range of
arches gives an effect of depth.
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Altar of St John the Evangelist, Norwood.
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Reredos at St. Johns
An impressive list of artists was chosen to match the impressive proportions of
the church. Clayton and Bell (known for work in Westminster Abbey and the
Guards Chapel) were commissioned to design and make the glass for the Great
East Window but unfortunately it succumbed to war damage. C R Kempe was
probably the most successful late Victorian artist in stained glass and was
commissioned to do the gallery of the Saints in the windows of the Lady Chapel.
Again, there was war damage, but two lights in the north corner of the apse
survived. Sir Ninian Comper, who lived locally and worshipped at St John’s, also
had an impressive record for stained glass design which included Westminster
Abbey, designed the banners of St John and of Corpus Christi which hang in the
Sanctuary, the great Festal Cope, the best white vestments and the Rose Window
in the North Transept. The Window displays the angels and archangels and all the
heavenly hosts, in his favourite colours – blue and gold. His Sanctuary Lamp was
destroyed in the war but restored from the original drawings.
In more recent times Martin Travers designed the Chapel of St George, the Statue
of Our Lady (1937) and finally, his very last work, the Horsley Memorial
Window at the east end of the North Choir Aisle. The painting of the Nativity in
the North Transept is by Eastman (1909) and the Rood Screen (originally with
brass gates), with its figures of the Evangelists and the parapet of Fathers and
Saints, made of Bath stone, was donated anonymously. The Reredos of Caen
stone was carved and donated by Miss Agnes Bonham.
This article was composed from material supplied by Terence Roberts. This
outstanding church is well worth a visit and there is more to be seen than covered
by this article.

Eric Kings
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St John the Evangelist Church
Architect's drawing and plan
and photographs of the church
right: today, below: 1960s.
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‘MONKEY’
HOLLIS
OF
GIPSY ROAD
In the middle of the 19th
century Gipsy Road was a
country lane known as Gypsy
House Hill, bounded by small
fields and farmland.
It was while strolling down this
lane that James Hollis noticed a
vacant plot of land near the site
where Gypsy Road School used
to be.
Seizing the moment he decided
to set up home there. Using
some rough timber he erected a
small wooden hut and set about
cultivating the surrounding
land. Within a few months he
was growing a variety of
vegetables and plants and had
developed a small orchard.

‘Monkey’ Hollis
outside his wooden shack
in Gipsy Road c.1890
Photo from ‘The Story of Norwood’
- 14 -

Over the years James became a
well-known local character. He
would often be seen outside his
little timber shack in his straw
boater, crumpled waistcoat and
old corduroy trousers. When
not hard at work on his plot, he
would relax by puffing on his
old clay pipe.
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Gipsy Road School c.1920
(Photograph courtesy of Local History Publications)
As his plants grew he would advertise his produce for sale on a wooden board
that was fixed by the side of his front door.
James was born in Dulwich in 1818, and was widowed early in his life. Over
the years he became used to living by himself and as he grew older he became
irascible and grumpy.
In the autumn the local boys would go scrumping in his orchard and as he
chased them down the lane they would taunt him by shouting out “Monkey
Hollis”, in reference to his facial features which were similar to those of an ape
being framed by his large white mutton-chop whiskers.
Although the landowner refuted Hollis’s claim to have squatters’ rights to the
plot, as they had no immediate use for the land they suffered his occupancy.
However, when he died they were quick to reclaim their property.
Their action infuriated Hollis’s son who had anticipated taking over his father’s
smallholding. His ill-will towards the landowner quickly turned into a vendetta
as he pursued his claim through the courts.
- 15 -
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When the judge ruled against him
there was no hiding his anger at
the decision.
With the ownership of the
property
confirmed,
the
landowner lost no time in
employing a local builder,
Charles Abbot of 3 Chapel
Road, to demolish the old
wooden shack.
In anticipation of an
entertaining scene between
Hollis junior and Abbott a
large crowd gathered in front
of the hut on the day it was
due to be knocked down.
Charles, heavily fortified
with liquor, arrived on the
scene to jeers and boos from
the crowd. He clambered
onto the roof of the hut and,
raising himself to his full
height,
berated
and
harangued the crowd with oaths and curses
befitting the occasion.
Hollis’s son obviously thought better of challenging the none too sober
builder, who was left unhindered to smash up the small shed that had for so
many years been the humble home of ‘Monkey’ Hollis.
The tale of ‘Monkey’ Hollis and other local characters are recalled in The
Story of Norwood by J B Wilson. The book costs £8.95 including postage and
packing and is available from The Norwood Society, 38 South Vale, London
SE19 3BA or secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk
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THE SERIOUS MRS STOPES
Recognition of the achievements of Marie Stopes is recorded on the much
coveted Blue Plaque mounted on the wall on her childhood home in Cintra
Park, particularly in the area of birth control for women. But her mother
Charlotte Carmichael Stopes had something of a claim to similar recognition ,
and her contribution to some extent paved the way for the work of Marie and
others.
Charlotte was, unusually for the times, a well-educated woman who had the
distinction of being the first woman in Scotland to take a university
qualification. Not only was she an outstanding scholar but took a keen interest
in feminist activities and the position of women in the society of the time. She
conducted extensive research into their status as citizens and property-owners,
and in 1894 published the results in British Freewomen. Over a period of years
she published articles, political pamphlets and books on a range of topics, but
maintained a continued and sustained interest in the emancipation of women.
She also spread her interests to include English literature, in particular the
works of Shakespeare. At that time there was a claim that Francis Bacon wrote
Shakespeare’s plays, and she took a keen interest in the question, publishing in
1888 a refutation entitled The Bacon/Shakespeare Question. She published in
total nine works of scholarship concerning Shakespeare and the literature of his
- 17 -
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Norwood Ladies’ Literary Society letter to Marie Stopes
period, and was given an award by the British Academy in 1916 for her work.
But her main interest was women’s history, and in 1889 she is recorded as
agitating for women’s suffrage. This did not help her husband, who at the time
had parliamentary ambitions.
Charlotte was a serious-minded and determined woman who insisted, as far she
could, in being treated seriously in what she wrote and said. At that time the
views of women tended to be devalued in what was a very male society, and
she was insistent, to the point of giving offence, in her views being treated with
proper consideration. The position of women writers was taken up by Oscar
Wilde and his wife Constance, and a new magazine – Women’s World – was
published. But the Wildes moved in different circles, and Oscar was not always
sympathetic to Charlotte’s views and articles, although some were published. It
was hardly a fault, but she was strong-minded, insistent, and could be
something of a nuisance in pressing her views. Her interests were often
widespread, and she was regarded by some as too highbrow and too earnest.
She sometimes put forward obscure theories with which others were not
always in sympathy, and pressed them to a point which occasionally caused
irritation.
- 18 -
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Women’s suffrage, and the emancipation of women generally, were subjects of
considerable interest and discussion during Charlotte’s lifetime. Even the
clothes that they were expected to wear were of interest, and a short-lived
publication called The Rational Dress Society Gazette concentrated on the
harmful effects of corsets and heavy skirts. It failed to attract a response,
probably because fashion was a more powerful influence than commonsense.
As is widely-known, votes for women finally only came about because of their
contribution during the First World War, but then restricted to women of 30
and over. The final move to the same age as for men came about in 1928.
While at Norwood Charlotte began at least one local society. She started and
led for many years what was called the Norwood Ladies Literary Society, and
was president at her death after some 40 years*. Little more is known about
the NLLS, except that some meetings appear to have taken place at Cintra Park,
and presumably at other venues when she left the area. There is no doubt
however that women writers and thinkers like Charlotte laid the foundations for
the major changes in the position of women in today’s society. Whether her
name ought to be included in the Blue Plaque in Cintra Park is a question for
discussion, but the lasting impact of Marie Stopes’ work probably gives her the
more deserving recognition.

Eric Kings
With grateful acknowledgement of the Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies
Issue 5.3 (Winter 2009) entitled The Serious Mrs Stopes by Stephanie Green of
Griffiths University. Letter courtesy of Harry and Mary Stopes-Roe.
*Text of letter to Marie Stopes
Dear Dr. Stopes,
We, the members of the “Norwood Ladies’ Literary Society” wish to send you
our sympathy on the death of your mother and our President. Mrs. Stopes had
been President of this Society for over 40 years, ever since it was started. We
feel that it was entirely due to her devotion and personality that the Society is
as flourishing and virile. She never missed except for illness and was most
regular in her attendance. We feel that we have lost our anchor, but must keep
the Society going for her sake.
Yours with much sympathy,
G.S. Watisall,
Hon. Secretary.
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Keith Holdaway,(Local History)
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Tel: 020 8761 1751
Website: www.norwoodsociety.co.uk
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NORWOOD SOCIETY BOOKS
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PRICE

POST

The Phoenix Suburb
by Alan R Warwick

£ 9.99

£2.30

Biggin Wood
by Betty Griffin

£ 3.50

£1.50

On The Trail of Norwood
by John Yaxley

£ 1.50

£ 0.50

Glimpses of Norwood
by Alan R Warwick

£ 1.50

£ 0.50

Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood

£ 7.95

£ 2.00

The Story of Norwood by J B Wilson

£ 6.95

£ 2.00

Emile Zola & The Story of Norwood

£10.00

£ 2.00

Thomas Ross of Kilravock House:
His Life and Times by Eric Kings

£ 4.00

£ 1.00

Treetops & Terraces
‘And the walls came a-tumbling down’
by Beryl Cheeseman

£ 6.00

£ 1.00

Upper Norwood Triangle Memories
by Beryl Cheeseman

£ 7.99

£ 1.00

Camille Pissarro at Crystal Palace
By Nicholas Reed

£9.99

£ 1.00

Down at Beulah
by Joan Warwick

£ 1.00

£ 0.50

To order:
e-mail : secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk
Telephone : 020 8653 8768
secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk
Post : The Norwood Society, 38 South Vale, Upper Norwood, London SE19 3BA
In order to save on postage you may collect the book(s
book(s) personally
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