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PROGRAMME OF LOCAL EVENTS
LOCAL HISTORY

Local History Talks are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm
at the Upper Norwood Library, Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ.

Free entry including refreshments but donations are appreciated.

April 16th Balloons, Airships and 
Aeroplanes - all at the 
Crystal Palace!

Jerry Green explains how Crystal Palace was  
involved in the pioneering of aviation.

May 21st Pissarro in Norwood Society Chairman, Richard Lines, tells the story of 
artist Pissarro’s time in this area.

June 18th The Subway Stephen Oxford has been closely involved in uncover-
ing the history of this remaining part of the Palace and 
will uncover both the history and future plans.

Norwood Society Local History Meetings 2015

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday 28th April 2015 at 19.30 at the Upper Norwood Library

Norwood Society Walks. 2015
June 28th Sunday Anerley & Penge                Alun Thomas
 4.15 pm. Crystal Palace Station, Station Road, SE19 2AZ 
 Crystal Palace Overground Festival Walk.

July 25th Sunday Along Beulah Hill.   Richard Lines
 2.30 pm.  front of All Saints Church, Beulah Hill (near Church  
 Road), SE19 2QQ, end Crown Point.

Aug  16th Sunday Crown Point to West Norwood.        Jill Dudman
 2.30 pm. Tesco Express, 4 Crown Lane, SW16 3JG.

Aug 30th Sunday Weather forecasting, wine cellars,     Stephen Oxford
 leach ponds, disabled soldiers, tea estates,
 and Sherlock Holmes in Norwood!
 2 pm, front of All Saints Church, 
 Beulah Hill (near Church Road), SE19 2QQ

Sept 27th Sunday Course of the River Effra (7 miles) Alun Thomas
 Brisk Walk with history content.
 10.30 am Sainsbury, Westow Street, SE19 3RW
 Lunch: Herne Hill, Picnic or Cafe/Pub
 End: Oval Station approx 4pm
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The Norwood Review is published four times a year. In Spring, Summer, Autumn and 
Winter. The deadline for each issue is one month earlier. The next edition of the Review 
will appear in June 2015.
Contributions should be sent, no later than 20th May 2015, to the Editorial Board, The 
Norwood Review, 47 Ross Road, London SE25 6SB or secretary@norwoodsociety.
co.uk (020 8653 8768). Would contributors please give their ‘phone number, address 
and e-mail address.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT- MARCH 2015
I would like to begin with a word of thanks to all who help to run the Society: first to our 
indefatigable Secretary Anna Lines, to Jerry Green our Vice-Chairman, to Alun and Barbara 
Thomas for organising the successful local history meetings and for working to organise 
our archives and for representing the Society at meetings of the Lambeth and Croydon 
Local History Forums, to Philip Goddard for chairing our planning sub-committee, and 
to Stephen Oxford and Mike Warwick for their support as committee members.  I would 
also like to thank Eric Kings, the editor of this publication, and all those who have written 
articles for it.  The members of the planning sub-committee have given valuable support 
to Philip in the monitoring of planning applications in the Croydon part of Norwood 
and many thanks are due to them too.  Last but not least I would like to thank all who 
have renewed their membership since the beginning of January, often adding generous 
donations in addition to the subscription.  For those of you who have not yet renewed your 
subscription, a gentle reminder is enclosed with this issue of the Norwood Review.

Some recent good news, as reported in the Planning News, is that the ZRG proposals for 
Crystal Palace Park are now dead in the water.  It is to be hoped that Bromley and the 
Mayor of London will now implement the more modest, but important, improvements that 
have been on the table for some time.  Less pleasant to report is that invitations to attend 
meetings of the informal Crystal Palace Park Working Group have ceased to be extended 
to the Norwood Society.  No satisfactory explanation has been offered.  At the very least, it 
is a gross discourtesy to our society.  Welcome recent news is that the planning application 
to turn the former cinema building at 25 Church Road into a church has once again been 
refused by Bromley. 

It has recently emerged that both Croydon and Lambeth Councils want to reduce even 
further their funding of the Upper Norwood Joint Library.  It is not clear how the trust 
which is to manage the library will be able to fill the funding gap.  It should be emphasized 
that the Upper Norwood Library is an important community resource whose functions 
extend well beyond the lending of books, CDs and DVDs.  The closure of this unique 
institution would be a disaster for the local community, especially for children and the 
elderly.  The Norwood Society has an important stake in the library.  Most of our archives 
are stored here and for more than a year it has hosted our monthly local history meetings.

Finally, I would like to draw attention to our AGM on the 28th April in the Upper Norwood 
Library and urge you to attend.  We have vacancies on the committee for enthusiasts who 
are willing to work as part of a small team.  Anyone who is prepared to monitor planning 
applications in the Lambeth and Bromley parts of Norwood would be particularly welcome.

Richard Lines
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Planning Notes
Portland Road
This was a retrospective application for works carried out without permission on 
a site adjacent to a conservation area. The applicants had demolished the existing 
shop front and a Victorian archway leading to what was once a timber yard at the 
rear of the premises. In place of the old shop front they had installed an ugly metal 
shutter across the whole of the ground floor facade. We strongly opposed any grant 
of retrospective permission. Happily permission was refused on the grounds that 
the scale, proportions, detailing and materials of the shop front and security shutter 
were not  appropriate to the building or the character of the area. We are hoping for 
decisive enforcement action to restore the old shop front and rebuild the arch.

139 Auckland Road
An application to build a large, full height side extension to a Victorian house (now 
converted into flats) in the Church Road conservation area. The proposed extension 
would have projected forward of both the front and rear facades of the house. We 
opposed the application on a number of grounds, mainly that the extension would, 
by reason of its size, height and massing, be over-dominant and not subservient to 
the existing house, that the bedrooms in the new extension would be too small and 
cramped to be used as double bedrooms, and that there would be a lack of natural 
light in the living rooms. The application has been refused.

25 Church Road
This is the former cinema which was purchased and refurbished by KICC, an 
evangelical group, with the intention of using it as a church. The current application 
is for a change of use to permit regular religious services to be held there. We have 
opposed it on the grounds that the proposal would lead to an unsustainable level 
of parking in residential roads during the services, since the vast majority of the 
congregation would come from other areas, and that use as a church rather than a 
cinema would be of little or no economic or social value to local residents.   The 
application was refused by Bromley Council on 6th March.  

34-36 Harold Road
These are two magnificent late Victorian houses, part of a row of similar houses 
backing on to Westow Park which make a significant contribution to the conservation 
area. They had been converted to a single building housing a nursing home, which 
closed down some time ago.  A planning application was submitted in 2013 to 
remove the unsightly link between the two houses, repair them and restore them as 
two large family homes. Permission was granted and the link between the houses 
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was removed, but for reasons unknown to us the scheme was never implemented, 
and the present application is for conversion to six flats, with the restoration of a link 
between the houses. We supported the original application but have opposed this 
one, on the grounds that the proposed new link is in a functional and unsympathetic 
style, and by eliminating the gap between the houses detracts substantially from the 
appearance of the row of houses of which they form part, and because proposed rear 
extensions which form part of the scheme, which would be highly visible from the 
park, are overlarge. 

58 Albert Road
This forms one of an attractive pair of semi-detached Victorian houses, and has a 
later three-storey side extension, giving the pair of houses a somewhat lopsided 
appearance. This is unfortunate, but the current proposals, which are to enlarge 
substantially the existing extension, would make it much worse. We have opposed 
the application, on the grounds that the extension would no longer be subservient to 
the main building, an effect which would be aggravated by the insertion of a large 
dormer in the front slope of the roof, and the construction of a huge box dormer to 
the rear which would be entirely destructive of the appearance of the pair of houses 
from the back.

Lidl Supermarket, Crown Point
This was the second application by Lidl for a supermarket on this conservation 
area site. The first was refused on the grounds that the quality of the design was 
such that the conservation area would neither be preserved nor enhanced were it 
to be allowed. It would have faced severe competition in this respect from two 
near neighbours; the Regency St. Joseph’s College and the Victorian British Home 
(across the road in Lambeth). The second application was for what would have been 
essentially the same building, but in brick rather than concrete and with the addition 
of a row of blind arches to the front in a rather feeble attempt to give some interest to 
the facade. A member of our Planning Sub-committee attended the relevant meeting 
of Croydon Council’s planning committee and spoke against the fresh application, 
which was refused by a unanimous vote of the councillors present.

Crystal Palace Park exclusivity arrangement with ZhongRong Group

The exclusivity agreement between Bromley Council and ZRG has expired and the 
council has decided not to renew it.  The project is therefore effectively dead.

Philip Goddard
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Local History News
The New Year started with a very popular local history meeting when Martin Spence 
spoke about Penge. We are attempting to throw the net wider in our talks to cover more 
areas that can be said to be Norwood, or at least part of them. Martin's fascinating 
talk included the effect the rebuilding of the Crystal Palace in 1853 had on Penge. 
This theme was continued in February when Ian McInnes, the chairman of the 
Dulwich Society, presented a talk entitled 'The Crystal Palace and its impact on the 
Dulwich Estate'. Ian enthralled the audience with images of the many large villas in 
the 'Southwark part' of Upper Norwood. Sadly many have been demolished although 
several fine examples remain. Both meetings have proved so popular with over 50 
attending that it was fortunate we had decided to move back to the main library where 
there is more room.

What is Norwood? - a question difficult to answer, and although we are active 
participants in the lively Lambeth Local History Forum and also the Croydon Local 
Studies Forum we also try to have an interest in the neighbouring boroughs of Bromley, 
Southwark and Lewisham. This is a lot to cover for a few committee members, and we 
welcome help from those who wish to further the aims and interests of the Norwood 
Society with research they wish to share.

Our near neighbour the Streatham Society also has much that impinges on Norwood. 
Their recent interesting booklet on 'Balls Horse-Bus Service' by Janet Weeks includes 
mention that the Balls family ran a service from Norwood, and after 1856 from Crystal 
Palace to the City. Further links with the area include George Ball's cab service in 
South Norwood in 1892, and the family grave in West Norwood Cemetery. This is 
an interesting read revealing much original research, and the book can be obtained 
for £2.50 at the Streatham Society meetings or via their website for £3.20 including 
postage and packing.

We have a steady stream of local history enquiries that sometimes result in contact 
with similar societies that are further afield. In recent weeks this has included the 
Crawley Museum and the Hornsey Historical Society. The enquiries also supply new 
information including that Joan Clarke, code-breaker and colleague of Alan Turing, 
was born in West Norwood on the 24th June 1917. Enquiries can lead to new research 
such as into the forgotten British composer Arthur Norton Wight who lived in this area 
and for many years at 26 Elmcourt Road, West Norwood.

It is clear that Norwood is an area that had many interesting people living within its 
boundaries, whatever they are, and we have only begun to scratch the surface!

Barbara Thomas
1st March 2015
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LAMBETH ARCHITECTURE: A BRAVE NEW WORLD 1945-65
Edmund Bird and Fiona Price

(Photographs by John East)
(London Borough of Lambeth and the Lambeth Local History Forum, 2014) 

ISBN 978-0-9926695-2-2
172 pages, £10.00 (PB)

Lambeth Architecture 1945-65

Edmund Bird and Fiona Price 
Photographer: John East 

This is a splendid book. It is not just an attractive visual record with detailed 
commentary of new building in Lambeth in the important post-war years, but a 
valuable work of social history which should interest not only Lambethans and 
South Londoners generally, but also anyone with a love of modern British social 
history.  
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It begins with a most helpful introduction which puts Lambeth architecture in its 
wider  context.  1945 was the year of Labour’s historic general election victory 
held a couple of months after VE Day.  Although the Conservatives returned to 
office in 1951 under Winston Churchill and remained in power until 1964, Labour 
controlled the London County Council (LCC) and the Metropolitan Borough of 
Lambeth throughout this period.  The reforms instituted by Attlee’s government, 
above all the NHS, rail nationalisation and a huge building programme of 
local authority housing, were largely kept in place by successive Conservative 
governments of the 1950s.  These reforms set the tone for British society until 
major changes came about under Margaret Thatcher’s administrations after 1979.  
The book captures the mood of idealism that inspired the 1945 government and 
its programme.  A prominent Lambeth-born politician who features in this book 
is Herbert Morrison (1888-1965).  Leader of the LCC before the war, he served 
as Home Secretary for most of the war and was a member of the War Cabinet.  
He was Deputy Prime Minister from 1945 to 1951.  He finally retired from the 
Commons in 1959 and was created Baron Morrison of Lambeth.  

After the introduction and a brief section on Lambeth during World War II the 
book begins with the Festival of Britain on the South Bank of the Thames in 
1951.  It is given only two pages and I wish Bird and Price could have written 
more about this great national event, although they would have had limited 
scope for showing more pictures as most of the buildings on the exhibition site 
were removed after the Festival ended.  Planned by the Attlee government with 
Morrison as the minister in charge (just as his grandson Peter Mandelson was in 
charge of the Millennium Dome project almost half a century later), the Festival 
was organised by a committee under Gerald Barry with Hugh Casson as director 
of architecture.  It was designed to commemorate the Great Exhibition of 1851 
and, as the authors point out, to showcase British art and architecture and ‘the 
latest industrial design, science and technology’.  It also had sections dealing 
with the land of Britain and its peoples and their history.   The only building 
from the Festival standing today is the Royal Festival Hall. 

 A notable building in the Transport section is the Stockwell Bus Garage in 
Binfield Road.  Built in 1951-54 to accommodate 200 buses it is described as 
‘the most architecturally accomplished post-war bus depot in England’ and was 
listed Grade II* by English Heritage in 1988.  With its 119 metre-long roof 
of ten reinforced concrete arched beams supporting great cantilevered barrel 
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vaults, it has been described elsewhere by Elain Harwood (who has contributed 
a foreword to this book) as like a great cathedral.  

Special mention must be made of the Minet Library in Knatchbull Road (opened 
in 1959) replacing a Victorian building severely damaged by incendiary bombs 
in 1940.  The Surrey Collection (the forerunner of the Lambeth Archives) largely 
survived the bombing.  The Minet is here described as a ’pleasing design’, a ‘fusion 
of neo-Georgian…modern and Festival of Britain architectural influences’.  Of 
particular interest to Norwood readers in the Leisure and Entertainment section 
is the charming pub ‘The Rose and Crown’ in Crown Lane, built by the brewery 
Watney, Combe and Reid in 1956-7, but sadly converted into a supermarket 
after its closure in 2009.

The education section features, among other buildings, Morley College in 
Westminster Bridge Road (1958) with a picture of a young-looking Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother at the opening ceremony.  In contrast to the 
solid masonry of Morley College is the lightweight curtain-wall construction 
comprised of prefabricated panels of Lambeth College on Brixton Hill of the 
same date.  It was opened by Lord Morrison of Lambeth in 1961.  A section 
on Ecclesiastical buildings mentions the West Norwood Crematorium (1960) 
which replaced the old one badly damaged by a V1 flying bomb in 1944.  
The Methodist Church in Westow Hill, Upper Norwood (1964) is described 
as ‘unprepossessing’ on the outside, but the stained glass, some of which is 
Victorian and the rest from the 1960s, is ‘enchantingly beautiful’. 

The section on commercial buildings is mainly about the South Bank and the 
Albert Embankment.  Of special interest is the Shell Centre designed by Sir 
Howard Robinson and built in 1957-63.  Advanced for its time, it was fully air-
conditioned and had 88 lifts and 12 escalators.  Alembic House (now Peninsular 
Heights) on the Albert Embankment was built for the United Nations Association 
in 1960-62.  Pevsner and Cherry described it as the best of post-war buildings 
there and as ‘displaying the new confidence of the 1960s’.  

But the heart of the book is about housing, local authority housing, as the 
section on private sector housing is very short.  In 1945 the government and 
local authorities faced a huge housing crisis. Housing destroyed in the war had 
to be replaced.  There were thousands of homeless people, many of whom were 
housed temporarily in ‘prefabs’ and Nissen huts.  ‘Demobbed’ servicemen had 
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returned from the war and there followed the inevitable post-war ‘baby-boom’.  
The opportunity was also taken to improve living standards vastly and to make 
up for the dereliction of the inter-war period when the ‘homes fit for heroes’ 
promised by Lloyd George had not materialised.  This meant the building of 
flats, often large blocks and often tall blocks.  Architects, often followers of 
Le Corbusier with his notions of ‘cities in the sky’, had free reign.  The English 
have always been less keen than the citizens of France, Germany or Spain, for 
example, to live in urban flats.  Maisonettes were the preferred dwelling type 
because, as the LCC’s sociologist observed, people ‘liked going upstairs to bed’.  
The very large LCC Loughborough Estate (1953-1957) of over 1,000 homes has 
61% of its housing units as maisonettes.  The estate won a Civic Trust award in 
1961, but has been criticised as an ‘arid geometric exercise masquerading as a 
place’. 

 The story told here is one of astonishing achievement by many different 
architects, working for the LCC, Lambeth and Wandsworth.  Until 1965 Clapham 
and Streatham came within the Metropolitan Borough of Wandsworth and 
buildings in those two places are included in this book as they are now within 
the London Borough of Lambeth.  Separate sections of the book are devoted to 
the three housing authorities.  Many of the buildings described and illustrated 
are large blocks of flats like the LCC’s St Matthew’s Estate in Brixton (1956-
59) which occupies 33 acres and the St Martin’s Estate on Tulse Hill which is 
described as ‘the size of a market town’ with over 5,000 residents in over 1,200 
dwellings.  The tallest block illustrated is Stansgate, a 14-storey tower block 
built by Wates (1962-64) next to Canterbury House near St Thomas’s Hospital.  
But other flats and houses built by the local authorities are on a more ‘human’ 
scale, often in red brick.  The authors pay tribute to the many brilliant architects 
employed by the three authorities during the period, but do not begin to address 
why this huge programme of housing development did not bring about the social 
harmony and happiness that its creators had intended.  Perhaps that is something 
beyond the scope of this book?

The book is attractively bound and has a useful index and bibliography. I can 
recommend it to the general reader, as well as to the reader with a specialised 
interest in architectural history. 

Richard Lines
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LIONEL ATWILL 
Neil Pettigrew

Midnight Marquee Press of Baltimore USA 
324 pages - 300 photographs - $25 (US) - £17.99 (UK) 

ISBN 978-1-936168-48-4 
 Available in UK from harry.np@virgin.net

This book is a very substantial and detailed account of the life and varied career of Lionel 
Atwill, a stage and screen actor. Much of the first part of his career was on the stage 
– drama and vaudeville – and he was very successful there. He was born in a modest 
terraced house in South Norwood (2 Upton Villas, Albert Road) which must have been 
fairly new at the time, and then spent some 20 years not far away in Beckenham. He was 
on the stage in England in the beginning but moved to Broadway once established and 
over some years achieved fame as an established and versatile actor with an attractive 
presence. During that time films were silent, and the most popular were the Mack 
Sennett comedies and of course Charlie Chaplin. Once talkies came in mass appeal 
dictated more serious films, but Atwill continued with his successful stage career for a 
long time, although theatre-goers represented only a small proportion of the public in 
particular locations. His success on the stage did not of course compare with the large 
audiences for the cinema and his name was probably little known outside a relatively 
limited number for some time. 

Atwill retained his interest in the stage – even to 
the extent of developing considerable skill as a 
director of plays – when he was eventually lured 
to Hollywood. He obviously adapted himself to 
the quite different acting style needed for the 
camera, and was able to apply his excellent diction 
in the new circumstances. His English accent was 
no doubt of help, but he had apparently a real and 
impressive manner of speaking his lines.  He was 
one of many who became ‘movie stars’ and later 
achieved a special kind of recognition in character 
roles which attracted high praise.  An unfortunate 
circumstance, described in detail in this excellent 
and well-written book, may have caused him to 
take an enforced break, but he recovered and took 
up his film career again. This time he achieved 
success in portraying villains of the Frankenstein 
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era, using make-up to disguise his otherwise handsome appearance. The title of this 
book reflects the kind of parts he played in this period of his varied but interesting 
career. 

To say more is to poach what is 
said in the book. It must however 
be said that this substantial work 
reflects a long period of detailed 
research and contributions 
from relatives and other various 
sources. It is an impressive work, 
profusely illustrated, and includes 
much detail about Lionel Atwill 
and his life. It is certainly a worthy 
addition to the bookshelf of those 
interested in the stage and films 
of the long period Atwill was 
involved. It was a pleasure to 
read it. Those who do should not 
skip over the Preface, Foreword 
and Introduction – they are all 
informative and very readable, and 
include illustrations. The indices 
at the end of the book are helpful 
to those who need to refresh their 
memories. 

Eric Kings
Editor, Norwood Review

DOUGIE RODERICK – Hero with the Green Beret
I first became aware of Dougie at the Crystal Palace Memorial Service outside 
Sainsbury’s in November 2014. Knowing from my family tree that we had lost loved 
ones fighting for our country, seeing Dougie in his wheelchair, proudly wearing his 
uniform and medals at the grand age of 96 (nearly 97), my heart just burst with pride.  
Here was a man who had lived through and survived the horrors of WWII.

Dougie was born on 28 January 1918 in Penge.  His father was born in Liverpool of 
Irish parents.  At a very young age, his father and his two brothers were sent to live 
in Montreal, Canada, and they had to learn French before they could go.  His father 
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became a chef which automatically gave him the duty of the ship’s doctor!  Eventually, 
he headed back to England, but jumped ship and became a Surplus Manager down the 
mines where he was paid in 3d bit coins, but he worked there for many years.  When 
the WW1 broke out, he was one of the very first to join the Army and volunteered to 
go abroad.  He was only 5’1” and was told he was too short, but eventually the Army 
relented and he became known as “the shortest man in the British Army”.  He became an 
interpreter while in France, and he was a natural excellent shooter.

Dougie’s mother was brought up in Virgo Fidelis Convent on Central Hill and she 
witnessed the Crystal Palace burning down in 1936.

Dougie joined the Army in 1934 at Old Scotland Yard 
Recruitment Office, when he was only 16 years old.  
Determined to join up, he told them he was 18.  “Have 
you got any children?” an intimidating officer asked.  
When Dougie said that No he hadn’t, the officer asked 
“Are you sure you’re 18?”

They asked which regiment Dougie wanted to join, but 
he didn’t know at that point.  “Well look around the 
room at the photos of Generals on the wall and see 
which uniform you like the best.”  Dougie chose the 
Royal Scots Fusiliers and was told to report back in 
the morning.  He got paid the King’s Shilling and was 
soon on the train to Scotland.  

Arriving at the barracks in Ayr, he was met by a man 
at the gate, but because he had such a strong Scottish 

accent, Dougie found it difficult to understand what he was saying.  However, as time 
went on they became great friends, and remained friends for many years after. 

As Dougie wanted to go abroad, he went to Palestine until 1936 and then on to India.  He 
joined the No 3 Commandos in 1940 when they were first formed.  When they passed 
their training they were issued with a green beret, commando knife and a 4.5 colt gun.  
He was first sent to Egypt, but by the time the crew had landed in Egypt the regiment 
that had been there had gone.

The British Commandos were formed in June 1940, following a request from Winston 
Churchill, for a force that could carry out raids against German-occupied Europe.  
Initially drawn from within the British Army from soldiers who volunteered for the 
Special Service Brigade, the Commandos’ ranks would eventually be filled by members 
of all branches of the United Kingdom’s armed forces and a number of foreign volunteers 
from German-occupied countries.
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At the beginning of 1941 he had further training at a depot at Achnacarry in the Scottish 
Highlands which included parachuting, for which there was no proper instruction.  

Despite the storms, they went by boat to Vaagso, Norway, but the ship got damaged and 
took in a lot of water.  They all had to get to land as quickly as possible before the boat 
sank, so they got to Vaagso two days late on 27 December (1941). The Vaagso Raid was 
one of the more important and successful early Commando raids. 

During the fighting, Dougie’s boat was caught by a phosphorous bomb, which covered 
him in burns and he had to jump in the water to put out the flames, which were burning 
his head and clothes.  However, he eventually made it to the beach whereupon he was 
greeted by a woman who offered him a cup of coffee!  However, he spent a lot a time 
wandering around looking for his other comrades. 

He was put on a boat to get back home, but soon after boarding, he blacked out and the 
next thing he knew was being hospitalised in Aberdeen and was smothered in bandages.  
He had the honour of being mentioned in Despatches and receiving a Certificate signed 
by the King. 

The next raid was in Dieppe, where sadly they lost at least half their men (the Canadians 
lost thousands).  They had to be picked up out of the water by a fishing fleet.  No 4 
Commandos had to attack from the right and No 3 Commandos from the left.

In 1942, he went to Gibraltar while waiting to go to North Africa to support the No 6 
Commandos.  At the back of all their minds was the thought of getting killed or wounded, 
but fighting for their country was the most important thing, so they didn’t hesitate to get 
behind enemy lines.  In 1943, he saw action in Italy.

The war brought horrific times, but also they made the best of it and had good times, 
such as when they somehow acquired a greyhound dog while making their way home 
from Scotland to a billet in Weymouth whilst on leave.  ‘Como’ was a lovely dog that 
everyone was fond of and even had a coat made for him, but one day he relieved himself 
on a Sergeant’s boots and was put on a charge and ‘demoted’ of his coat, but Como 
remained their mascot.

After the War, Dougie moved back to London and became a well respected painter and 
decorator for a company called Hendersons, whose skill was employed by residents in 
Park Lane and other wealthy houses.  He settled down and raised a very caring family, 
and has now lived in the same house for nearly 60 years.

He remembers the pre-fabs built along Salters Hill, the motorcycle racing and the 
variety of shops around Crystal Palace, such as the butchers, Co-op and cinemas, the 
Queen Mary’s Boys Club and the Father Larkin Memorial Hall.  As with a lot of current 
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residents, he believes the one-way system has 
spoilt access and the shopping opportunities 
around the Triangle.  However, even up until 
the age of 70 he was running the local Darts 
League which he did for over 30 years around 
the local Crystal Palace, West Norwood and 
Dulwich pubs. 

At the spritely age of 97, although mainly 
wheelchair bound, he still finds time to give 
talks at a local school each year and attend 
Memorial Services up and down the country.  
He has also attended three Royal Garden 
Parties, receiving special admiration and 
attention from Princess Anne, and has even 
been invited to No 10 by David Cameron.

Dougie – we salute you!

Julia Ray-Heard

MEMORIES OF NORWOOD LAKE
We moved to Auckland Road in 1957, and enjoyed the outlook over the lake and park. 
As my son was still in his pram I was able to walk around the Lake regularly.

However the original 9-hole golf course which had been turned into a training ground 
for the Home Guard during the 1940s, was now a largely unkempt piece of land, where 
children regularly lit fires.  The acrid smell and smoke from smouldering turf was not 
welcome during the summers, even though the Fire Services watered the ground almost 
daily.  It was a relief when the Council converted the land into playing fields for Stanley 
Technical School (now the Harris South Norwood Academy) , and later for Sylvan High 
School (now the Crystal Palace Harris Academy).

The lake was used daily by the schools for sailing practice, and sometimes racing took 
place at weekends, with the Club’s bell ringing as boats passed the finishing line.  A club 
room was built on the south side of the Lake.  This was vandalised and burnt, and a new 
one erected.
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The Kiosk was in the south-west corner, a wood building, which served teas and cakes.  
The toilets were in the south-east corner, probably built in the 1920s, fairly clean, and 
always open (unlike today).  Anglers spent the nights under umbrellas, almost anywhere.  
Railings were absent from most of the lake surrounds, and you could walk to the edge 
of the lake to feed the various birds, although now there is a low railing – no doubt for 
health and safety reasons. 

As you left the Lake and walked towards Sylvan Road, there was a small cycle track in 
the rough area.  This was used by children and once a week races were run by parents.   
How they coped with the large numbers of cyclists willing to enter always surprised me.

As the years passed, improvements were made to the Park.  The Bowling Club Pavilion 
was burnt down twice and rebuilt, as was the keeper’s office.  The kiosk moved close to 
the entrance, and then to the edge of the cricket field.

The pontoon at South Norwood Lake
The Lake is the venue for Croydon Sailing Club

© Copyright Robin Drayton and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.



The cricket field was used every 
weekend, and sometimes in the 
summer evenings.  There was a small 
scoreboard, with rotating figures, and 
white screens, but these have gone.  
The hall next to the Park Keepers’ 
Lodge was the home of the Norwood 
Club and used for parties, dances and 
meetings.

More recently there have been 
a number of improvements with 
anglers’ bases being provided, 
planting of bushes around the lake, 
new toilets.  The tennis courts have 
been resurfaced, and some converted 
into netball courts, and close to Sylvan 
Road there is a children’s playground.  
From the Sylvan Road entrance there 
is a very pleasant walk through the 
nature reserve to Auckland Road.  
Allotments were here until the 1960s. 

For a short time I was a member of the 
Friends of Norwood Lake, cleaning 
up rubbish, planting bulbs and shrubs.  
This closed some time ago and as far 
as I am aware has not been restarted.  

Recently considerable excitement was generated by the find of an unexploded WW2 
bomb in the lake.  This was removed and detonated by the Royal Engineers, though the 
detonation sounded more like a champagne bottle cork popping instead of the explosion 
we had expected!

V H Johnston         
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Old Notice Board, South Norwood Lake
The Lake is the venue for Croydon Sailing Club
© Copyright Robin Drayton and licensed for reuse  

under this Creative Commons Licence.
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From Devon to London

I started researching my family tree some 40 years ago, not only to find out 
where my ancestors came from, but also because my parents never seemed 
to talk about their respective families and, as a result, I knew almost nothing. 

Albert Gerald Scott and Edith Mary Ann (nee Gosling) were married in 
Christ Church, Gipsy Hill in 1899 and grandfather’s age was given as 22 
years. He was born in Kingscott North Devon in 1876, the son of Thomas 
and Elizabeth Scott. Thomas, a cordwainer*, aged 26, was married in 1871 
in Rotherhithe, and also born in Kingscott, Devon. He was a visitor in the 
house of Lucy A. Johns, married to a carpenter, at 37 Chilton Street. Lucy 
was also born in Kingscott.  Obviously a Devon family, even though Thomas 
married in London. 

Between 1873 and 1881 Thomas and his wife Elizabeth had four children 
(including my grandfather), all baptised in Devon. A fifth child however was 
baptised in Braunton, a village to the west of Barnstaple in November of 1882. 
Sometime between November 1882 and March of 1884 Thomas must have  
made the momentous decision to leave Devon for the possibilities of London.  
He took my grandfather, Albert, with him leaving the rest of the family in  
Braunton.  Albert was registered at Sydenham Board School in the spring of 
1884 but Elizabeth and the four remaining children did not join Thomas until 
around the beginning of 1885 when the first two children, Lilian Maude and 
Flora Matilda (plus Albert) were registered at Salter’s Hill School, Gipsy Road 

(now Kingswood 
Primary School) in 
March of that year, 
followed later by the 
other two children. 
The school register 
gives their address as 
Inglewood Cottages, 
6 Salter’s Hill until 
1890 by which time 
they were living at 12 
Sainsbury Road. 
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Initially, Thomas ran his boot and shoe business from home. An 1896 
Directory described him as a bootmaker living and working at home, but 
two years later he was listed as living at 69 Gipsy Hill but working at 7 
Westow Street under the title of “Thomas Scott & Son”. As he had two sons 
it seems strange that this was singular! However his business as a boot- and 
shoemaker and repairer must have been a success as he could now afford 
separate premises. Sadly the building does not exist anymore as it was 
demolished to allow an access road to the area behind. 

By 1907 Kelly’s Directory recorded his family as living at 13 Waldegrave 
Road, Upper Norwood, and he remained there until his death in December 
of 1921. Elizabeth had died earlier in 1919. The Norwood Press printed a 
short obituary which reads: “Death of Mr. Thomas Scott. After being in 
indifferent health for some time, the death took place on Saturday, at the 
age of 77 years, of Mr Thomas Scott, 13 Waldegrave Road, and carrying on 
business as a bootmaker at Westow-street, Upper Norwood. He was widely 
known and well respected. The interment was on Wednesday at Elmers End 
Cemetery.”

After his death the business as bootmaker passed to Miss E Scott (Ada Ethel 
Dora, the youngest child) until at least 1929. It is surprising that as both of 
Thomas’ sons trained as bootmakers, neither seems to have formally taken 
over the business at this time. Albert, my grandfather, had his own evidence 
that Charles Frederick, the other son, was involved in his father’s business.  

By 1934 the business was still called “Scotts” but the proprietor was H. W. 
Gosling and this continued until at least 1955. Henry Walter Gosling was not 
only another bootmaker, but also my grandmother’s youngest brother so the 
business remained in the family for several decades after Thomas’ death. I 
suspect he would have been rather pleased!

·	 For those interested, the term “cordwain” means a kind of leather. 
Peter Scott 

The shop was demolished to make way for Ovett Close and would have 
been one of the low white buildings on the left side, roughly by the cart in 
the road.
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Prefabs in West Norwood

Jill Dudman’s August Local History walk included Elder Road and passed the 
prefabs that possibly most passing passengers on the 432 bus do not realise were 
built (perhaps more accurately assembled and installed) in response to a housing 
crisis after the Second World War.  The two-storey semi-detached houses  (and 

some single-storey) were 
designed and adopted as part 
of the 1944-1951 Temporary 
Building Programme. This was 
characterised by the familiar 
(to older people perhaps) one-
storey bungalow type which 
most people today think of 
as a prefab. The Housing 
(Temporary Accommodation) 
Act allowed the government 
to spend £150 million on 
the provision of temporary 

housing. There were four different types, one of the most common being built 
with a wooden frame and asbestos sheeting (Uni-Seco type), which is  the 
prefab affectionately remembered by many. The last survivors of these are on 
the Excalibur Estate in Catford.

One of the few benefits of war is the rapid development of new technologies. So 
it was with prefabrication in the housing industry. It was this that enabled the 
development of prefabs. Elder Road’s example was part of a further evolution 
of this concept. They were not intended as temporary structures, although it is 
doubtful if their expected life was as long as has been. These houses were the 
result of a refinement of the prefabrication process and the precursor of much of 
what was to follow with the building of blocks of flats and offices.

The type of house Lambeth Council chose was produced by the British Iron and 
Steel Federation (BISF). A steel frame was first erected and then steel panels 
were used for the roof and upper storeys with conventional materials being 
used for the ground floor infill. The BISF house was first exhibited at the 1946 
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Daily Mail Ideal Home 
Exhibition. Lambeth 
quickly began using these 
houses, construction 
starting in 1947 and 
completed in 1948.

The design chosen by 
Lambeth was by the 
engineer Dominic Lee 
and architect Frederick 
Gibberd. Gibberd is best 
known for being the 
master planner of Harlow 
New Town but he has a 
more local connection as 

he designed Pullman Court on Streatham Hill. This was Gibberd’s first project 
after setting up in practice in 1930, and was completed in 1934. He was a product 
of the Birmingham School of Art and greatly influenced by Le Corbusier and 
Mies van der Rohe.

There were more conventional prefabs in Norwood. There were some on York 
Hill, West Norwood to replace an area which had been devastated by bombings 
in 1940. And yet more on Canterbury Grove which had been built by the US 
army and handed to Lambeth in February 1945. Maybe someone would be able 
to research other prefabs in Norwood, before memories are lost.

Alun Thomas

photo courtesy of Lambeth Archives ©
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The Pleasure Garden
James Broughton’s ‘valentine to the land of Edward Lear, Shakespeare and pantomime’ 
is a thoroughly charming celebration of love and desire that fascinates as much because 
of its location – the ruins of the Crystal Palace gardens and terraces in 1952 – as its 
subject. 

John le Mesurier plays the frock-coated Minister of Public Behaviour, Col. Pall K. 
Gargoyle, determined to stamp out the least sign of indecency or lewdness in the place 
he wants to turn into a cemetery. When not putting ‘Do Not’ signs around the place, he is 
attaching fig leaves to statuary. Fortunately, there is a fairy godmother – a Mrs. Albion, 
played by Hattie Jacques – who comes along in his wake and sets the characters in the 
park skipping, loving and dancing once more with the aid of her magic scarf. 

A classic piece not-entirely-innocent 1950s Bohemia, The Pleasure Garden won the Prix 
de Fantaisie Poetique at Cannes in 1954, and is an irresistible time capsule for viewers 
now. 

This classic piece of 1950s life has acquired a charm and innocence which makes it 
irresistible to modern audiences.

Lovers of the history of Crystal Palace will also find much to treasure in this 1950s time 
capsule of a film, which shows the Crystal Colonnade and the bandstand (both later 
demolished), the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Memorial, and much of the statuary 
which was to be auctioned off in 1957.

The Pleasure Garden won the Prix de Fantaisie Poetique at Cannes in 1954.

UK 1952 Black and White 37 Mins approx.

The Phoenix Tower
At the northern end of the Crystal Palace site in Sydenham stands one of the greatest 
engineering achievements of post-war Britain – The Crystal Palace Television Tower. 

Until the disastrous fire of 1936 Sir Joseph Paxton’s huge glass Palace stood on the site. 

There is something for both engineers and historians in the film.

For lovers of the graceful elegance of television towers the film shows the design, 
construction and ‘topping-out’ of the 720ft tall 120ft wide tower. 

For aficionados of Crystal Palace history, views can be seen of the terraces, statuary and 
the basement areas of the Palace itself. 

The tower began operating on 21 December 1957 and since then has provided most of 
London and Southeast England with television.
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The film (known affectionately as the ‘Phoenix 
Tower’) was originally produced in 16mm format 
by the company erecting the tower – British 
Insulated Callenders Cables. The company was 
broken up some years ago and split between the 
Pirelli and Balfour Beatty Groups of companies. 
The film was distributed by the now dissolved 
Viscom Audio Visual Library. 

Never before available on video and from April 
1964 only rarely shown to small numbers of 
serious enthusiasts, the video was produced 
from the only copy known to exist.

The Phoenix Tower was shown by the BBC 
between January and April 1964 as one of the 
test transmissions in the immediate run-up to the 
opening of BBC2. Colour test films were shown 
at 09.15, two films from 10.05 to 11.00, 12.00 
and 13.00, and 15.00 to 16.00. Then there was 
a batch of three or four films shown from 17.00 
to 20.00 (14.00 onwards on Saturdays), which 
always ended with a feature film up to the close 
of tests at 20.00. The Phoenix Tower was shown on three occasions: the first on Saturday 
14th March 1964. Its final showing was on Monday 13th April 1964.

The British Film Institute and The Crystal Palace Foundation gratefully acknowledge 
the support in this venture of John Soderburg and Peter Farrell of Pirelli International 
Ltd (now Prysmian Cables & Systems Ltd).

This DVD is a British Film Institute and Crystal Palace Foundation joint production.

The two films are on the same DVD and accompanied by a 16 page information booklet 
describing both films.

UK 1957 Black & white & colour 39 minutes.

The DVD is available from the Crystal Palace Foundation: 
http://www.crystalpalacefoundation.org.uk/shop/john-logie-baird-tv/the-pleasure-
garden-the-phoenix-tower and Bookseller Crow, Westow Street, London, SE19 at £15.95

Melvyn Harrison
Chairman

The Crystal Palace Foundation
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THE NORWOOD SOCIETY 
The Heritage Society for Norwood

Application for Membership

I/We would like to join the Norwood Society

Name(s) …………………………………………………….………………………………………………

Address …………………………………………………….………………………………………………

…………………………………………………….…………………..…………………………………………

Telephone  …………………………………………………….……………………..……………………

Email …………………………......………………………….………………………………………………

I enclose a cheque for £5 (single membership) or £7 (joint membership) 
payable to “The Norwood Society”.
The subscription is annual and may be supplemented by a donation.

The application should be sent to  
The Secretary, The Norwood Society, 38 South Vale, LONDON SE19 3BA.

Members receive a copy of The Norwood Review published quarterly.
Contributions from those interested in the history of the area are welcome.

Arrangements can be made for members to pay their annual subscription by 
a Standing Order Mandate.

                                                                                                                   
Lloyds acct. no. 00477404; sort code 30-98-42  

Registered Charity No. 285547
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Chairman Committee                                                         
Richard Lines                                                                                                     
020 8653 8768 Planning Matters                                                 
chairman@norwoodsociety.co.uk Philip Goddard
 (Contact through Secretary)
Vice Chairman                                                  
Jerry Green 
 Local History/Walks/Talks 
(Acting) Treasurer Alun and Barbara Thomas
Richard Lines history@norwoodsociety.co.uk 
treasurer@norwoodsociety.co.uk

Secretary Stephen Oxford
Anna Lines
38 South Vale      SE19 3BA  Mike Warwick
secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk
020 8653 8768 EDITOR: Eric Kings

Website: www.norwoodsociety.co.uk

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

OTHER EVENTS
DULWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY

Sixth Form Lecture Theatre, James Allen’s Girls’ School, East Dulwich Grove, SE22.
Coffee 7.30 for 8 pm start. Members free, temporary members £7, students £1.

9 Apr 15: TAKE A SEAT
TAKE A SEAT - TRENDS IN TWENTIETH CENTURY FURNITURE DESIGN
Furniture historian Deborah Lambert describes changes in chair design throughout the 20th 
century by influential designers such as Marcel Breuer, Mies van der Rohe and Alvar Aalto, who 
produced a revolutionary furniture aesthetic using new industrial materials.

12 May 15: ARTISTIC TRADITIONS OF TIBET & THE HIMALAYAS
TAGLA MEMBAR, FLAMING TIGER GODS - THE ARTISTIC TRADITIONS OF 
TIBET AND THE HIMALAYAS
With the distinct cultures of Nepal, Mongolia, Bhutan, Buryatia and Tibet, the art of the Himalayas 
is extraordinarily rich. Jasleen Kandhari, scholar, tutor and curator of Indian art and Asian textile 
collections,shows us their artistic traditions and explores Tibetan Buddhist and indigenous Bon art 
in this lecture, followed by a special handling session.

11 Jun 15: ARMENIAN CULTURE AND MONUMENTS
Pauline Chakmakjian discusses the art and architecture of Armenia, one of the oldest civilizations 
in the world and the first to declare Christianity as its religion. 

http://www.ddfas.org.uk/lectures



NORWOOD SOCIETY BOOKS

BOOK PRICE BY  POST

The Phoenix Suburb  
by Alan R. Warwick £9.99 £12.60

Norwood – A Second Selection  
by John Coulter   £12.99 £16.50

Biggin Wood  
by Betty Griffin £3.50 £5.60

Emile Zola Photographer in Norwood £7.99 £10.90

The Story of Norwood   
by J. B. Wilson £6.95 £9.95

Emile Zola & The Story of Norwood £10.00 £13.00

Glimpses of Norwood  
by Alan R. Warwick £1.50 £2.00

On the Trail of Norwood  
by John Yaxley  £1.50 £2.00

Down at Beulah by Joan Warwick £1.00 £1.50 

Thomas Ross of Kilravock House: 
His Life and Times by Eric Kings £4.00 £6.20

Treetops & Terraces:  
And the walls came-a-tumbling down  
by Beryl Cheeseman £6.00 £8.50

Upper Norwood Triangle Memories                       
By Beryl Cheeseman £7.99 £10.50

To order:
e-mail: secretary@norwoodsociety.co.uk                 Telephone: 020 8653 8768
Post: The Norwood Society, 38 South Vale, Upper Norwood, London SE19 3BA

In order to save on postage you may collect the book(s) personally. 
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