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BACK TO THE SIXTIES:
As part of our celebration of 60 years of the Norwood Society we are re-printing a
selection of articles from previous editions of the Norwood Review. Starting off with
this description of Norwood by the Rev Eric Bailey, Vicar of St John’s, Auckland
Road describing Norwood in 1930/40.
THE CHANGING FACE OF NORWOOD
It is nearly 30 years since I had my first view of Norwood. That view was literally a
bird’s eye view. A Friend of mine, a Major Brackley, took me for my first aeroplane flight
from Croydon aerodrome and gave me my first sight of Norwood and its environs. We did
not fly very high and I remember the impression of trees and well-kept gardens and open
spaces. It was no surprise to me to be told that the road leading to Norwood from one
direction was called ‘Beulah’ Hill. It certainly looked a land of ‘prosperity’. Little did I
realise on that beautiful summer afternoon that within a few years I should be appointed to
serve a parish in the midst of that prosperity.
Many of the old residents still retained the signs of
gracious living which had lingered on from the reign of
Queen Victoria and of King Edward VII. Where there was
a master still living, he was ‘something’ in the City of
London, a stockbroker perhaps, a merchant, perhaps the
manager of an important branch of one of the old
established Joint Stock banks. Such a one could be seen
arriving at the Crystal Palace Low Level Station between
9.30 and 10 am in order to be at his office not more than
two hours before luncheon time. Back in his home, the
mistress of the house would be interviewing the cook and
the parlour-maid and arranging for the master’s evening
dinner to be ready on his arrival, which according to his
position and status in the city, would be any time between
4.30 and 7 o’clock. There was still a certain amount of
entertaining by the old families. I remember a weekday luncheon party in a house in
Auckland Road, to which I was invited within a few days of my becoming Vicar of St
John’s. The invitation specified the hour of 1 pm and a few minutes before that time I duly
arrived. We did not in fact sit down to the meal until nearly 2 o’clock, and it was of such
proportions and excellence that coffee was not served until almost 4pm. At 4.15pm I begged
my hostess to allow me to leave in order not to be late for a tea engagement which I had for
the hour of 4.30! Such entertainment came to an abrupt end with the outbreak of war in
1939.
2

It was the well-kept gardens and open spaces of Norwood which gave the place so
much charm. Many of the residents employed full time gardeners and the impression one
had everywhere was of good grooming. I remember being impressed by the fruitful grapevines to be found in the conservatories and greenhouses of some of the large houses. I had
always imagined that grapes needed nothing less than sub-tropical temperatures to bring
them to perfection but it was not at all uncommon to be given a bunch of local grown grapes.
People were always generous as they still are today, in providing flowers from their gardens
for church decoration.
It was my great delight to find a 9-hole golf-course at the bottom of my Vicarage
garden with my own gate-way of admittance. A previous Vicar of St John’s, the Rev. H
Sutherland Gill, was an exceptionally good golfer. I used to play myself, and found it,
although a small course in size, extremely sporting. The rationing of petrol upon the
outbreak of war prevented the cutting of grass on the tees, greens and fairways, and it was
not long before any hope of its preservation completely disappeared. But the space remains
open still and it is to be hoped that the Corporation will preserve it as such.
When I came to live in St John’s Vicarage in 1939, a meadow which was skirted by
Sylvan Road and Maberley Road was grazed by the cows of a Mr Ironside, who purveyed
milk and cream from his premises in the Anerley Road. There was a pond in the field and it
presented a picturesque pastoral scene less than 10 miles from St Paul’s Cathedral. Another
of Mr Ironside’s pastures was a piece of land at the foot of Cypress Road adjoining
Auckland Road. With his cows standing beneath a beautiful oak tree on a summer day, it
would have been hard to find anything more rural. Incidentally, Cypress Road which was
still unsurfaced, provided an admirable ski-ride toboggan track when covered with snow.
Altogether Norwood was a
delightful place and it is to be
hoped that the developers who
have now got their eager hands
upon it will try to preserve its
charm and character. A great
responsibility rests upon the
Croydon Corporation too. I am
thankful that a Society for the
Preservation of Norwood and its
surrounds has been formed. Already it has done much good. All who have come to love
Norwood should join it and by strength of membership make its efforts more powerful.
Rev Eric Bailey

From the Norwood Review number 3, summer 1960.
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HELEN MARGARET HAMILTON FLINT, 1927 – 1973 THE FIRST
SECRETARY OF THE NORWOOD SOCIETY
When the Norwood Society held their opening meeting in February 1960, I imagine
the members had no hesitation in appointing local woman Helen Hamilton Flint their
very first secretary.
It wasn’t simply because she
lived
with
Reverend
Micklewright, the progressive
and popular vicar with his big
house at 228 South Norwood
Hill. It was because she was
well-educated,
passionate
and cared deeply about the
community. Her letters about
local issues and current
affairs had already been
published
in
several
newspapers, and those who
spoke to her found her to be
engaging,
sociable
and
opinionated. Perhaps a little
too opinionated. She would
be perfect...

228 South Norwood Hill. © Croydon Archives.

Over the two years that succeeded the Society’s formation, Helen more than proved
her worth as secretary. In her obituary in the 53rd Norwood Review, it was written
that ‘much of the early success of the society was due to Mrs. Hamilton Flint’s
energy, drive and determination’. But Helen, like everybody, had secrets - ones that
might have put her suitability for the role into doubt. And because she has been
dead for over 40 years, and because I am her granddaughter, I hope she won’t mind
that I’m going to tell those secrets to you.
Helen Margaret Hamilton Flint was born in Blackrock, co. Dublin in 1927 to an
affluent Church of Ireland family. Her father was Eric Hamilton Flint, a bank clerk
and lay preacher born and raised in the south of the city. Her mother, Louise, came
from the Gick family - a long line of bankers, accountants and other reputable
professions. The family were as musical as they were mathematical: Louise’s father,
Henry Gladney Gick, trained at Trinity College and served the parish at St. Ann’s
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Church, Dawson Street, as an organist for twenty-six years. Here you see the first
flickers of everything that Helen was about: culture, loyalty and passion.
Had things gone to
plan (as they so rarely
do), Helen would have
had a privileged and
easy
existence.
However,
1930s
Ireland
wasn’t
a
particularly
‘easy’
place in which to grow
up. Although the Flints
and the Gicks were
both well-off families,
the country was in the
grip of the Great
Depression, and the
economic war with
Britain was driving
many businesses into
the ground. Poverty
was rife in Dublin and
birth rates were high.
Many families were still
recovering from losing
soldiers in the First
World War and then
thousands of men and
women to Spanish Flu, an illness little known about outside of Ireland even though
the official death toll is similar to the earlier cholera pandemics.
Helen Hamilton Flint before joining the Society for the Preservation of
Upper Norwood, © Bridget Hamilton.

Culturally, Ireland in those days was repressive and judgemental. During his famous
dedication for a new church in Co Mayo in December 1926, Archbishop
T P Gilmartin warned the congregation that ‘in recent years, dangerous occasions of
sin have multiplied. The old Irish dances have been discarded for foreign
importations, which, according to all accounts, lend themselves not so much to
rhythm as to low sensuality. The actual hours of sleep have turned into hours of
debasing pleasure.’ Irish women were seen as chaste and pure beings that were
5

being corrupted by European trends. ‘Our magnificent Irish women’, one man wrote
to his local paper, ‘so recently the idols of the Catholic world have become the
slavish imitators of Parisian fashion mongers.’ And so as the rest of Europe was
loosening their grip on how women dress, work and conduct themselves, Ireland
was tightening theirs.
More than half a million women emigrated from the Emerald Isle to England during
the mid-20th Century. Many were drawn to the prospect of having more freedom, a
chance to earn their own money, to date, dance, drink and play. For others, like my
grandmother, the need was a little more pressing. Shortly after arriving in Southwark
in the summer of 1947, and only a few months away from her twentieth birthday,
Helen gave birth to a baby girl, who was quickly - and silently - adopted.
It is hard to know what to feel when I imagine my grandmother going through this
ordeal. I have spent hours at her graveside in Deansgrange Cemetery in Dun
Laoghaire, sometimes wondering how she got through it, and other times wondering
how she could be so stupid. It’s not that I consider her an embarrassment or a fallen
woman (I wonder what her parents would make of me), but if becoming pregnant out
of wedlock would force you out of your country, or into a Magdalen Laundry, you'd
avoid it at all costs, wouldn't you? And if it happens once, and threatens to ruin your
life, why did Helen, around Christmas in 1949, find herself in the same position all
over again?
My father, Patrick, was born in a mother and baby home called St. Bridget’s in
Lowestoft, Suffolk in August 1950. Despite once again being unmarried, alone and a
shame to society, Helen could not face another adoption and decided to raise her
baby son herself, as well as she possibly could.
Before arriving in Norwood six years before the Society was founded, the pair had
struggled to find permanent accommodation. At one stage, Helen gives my father up
to a Barnardo’s home in Long Melford, Suffolk, in an attempt to find herself a steady
job and living situation before adopting him back. By the time my father turns five, he
has never truly had a ‘home’.
It was Reverend Micklewright, who at the time preached at Helen’s local church in
Ennismore Gardens, Knightsbridge, who offered them that home. When
Micklewright’s wife became ill with polio, he hired Helen as a carer and
housekeeper. And by the time her services were no longer needed, the
Micklewrights, their young daughter, Jane, Helen and my father had become such
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an unconventional, but steadfast, family unit that they would continue living together
for many years to come.
This newfound stability, along with the sense of accomplishment that the Norwood
Society gave her, was a tonic for my grandmother. This young woman, who only a
few years earlier had been destitute in a mother and baby home, saved up enough
money to buy a piano and began having lessons with a local teacher. She loved to
entertain and regularly played recitals in order to raise money for local causes.
However, the shame of having to pack up and leave Dublin, and the conditions she
had endured on the way to this more comfortable way of living, never left her. Her
mental health was fragile and before returning to Ireland in the mid-1960s, Helen
underwent electro-convulsive therapy which left her foggy-headed and vulnerable
for weeks after each treatment. She also self medicated with barbiturates, a highly
addictive but oft-prescribed drug around that time, an overdose of which was noted
as the cause of her death in 1973. She was 46.
My grandmother’s story is not a cautionary tale - it is one about the importance of
community. My father spoke so highly of his time in Norwood that I have no doubt
that it was the most stable, loving home the two of them ever had together. He
always considered it his hometown, and was an avid supporter of Crystal Palace
Football Club - regularly travelling to matches, including international ones - until his
death in February 2018.
Perhaps it was not in spite of, but because of her difficult start to adult life that Helen
so loved being a founding member of the Norwood Society. She understood how
important it was to feel like you are a part of something, to preserve local history and
heritage, to protect London’s green spaces and make safe areas for children to grow
up in. She saw an opportunity to put her passion and determination to good use,
and I am so glad that she took that opportunity, and that Norwood is still the better
for it.
Bridget Hamilton
Frederick Henry Amphlett Micklewright was the founder and first Chairman of the
Upper Norwood and District Preservation Society, UNDPS, later renamed the
Norwood Society. Micklewright was a liberal thinker and spoke out against the role
of the State interfering in areas of privacy.
For further information about Frederick Micklewright see the Norwood Review 219, p1.
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SOUND FAMILIAR?
You will be forgiven if you thought these
headlines came from recent editions of the
Norwood News but as it ceased publication
sometime in 1985 that is not possible!
During 1960s the Norwood News regularly
published articles from Helen Hamilton Flint,
secretary of the Society for the Preservation
of Upper Norwood and District as the
Norwood Society was originally known.
Norwood News 25 March 1960.

It would seem that the issues that raise passion
in the residents of Norwood today echo many
of those which led to the founding of the society
in 1960. The destruction of Victorian houses,
the cutting down of trees and building out of
character blocks of flats and all, apparently,
aimed at destroying the quality of life in our
south London suburb.
Norwood News 12 February 1960.

Norwood News 29 July 1960.

Building
infill
in
Norwood
was
advancing a pace
during the 1960s
although
the
dreaded ‘Brick By
Brick’ name had yet to be thought up!

Mrs Hamilton Flint went so far as to accuse
Croydon Corporation’s planning committee of
‘passing plans they hadn’t even seen’!
Perish the thought that might ever happen!
Stephen Oxford
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BACK TO THE SIXTIES: THE CHANGING FACE OF NORWOOD
Sixty years ago Upper Norwood was conscious of itself as a sequestered retreat from
the bustle of London – a place of natural beauty abounding in sylvan walks and picturesque
drives.
Indeed there were popular guide books on the neighbourhood – they are treasured
relics if you can find them now – which set out the local attractions to the visitor.
‘Picturesque Norwood, 1899’ makes the observation that no houses, roads or recreation
grounds can take away the poetry and romance one always associates with the name of
Norwood. Almost as an afterthought it introduces this curiously muddled passage: ‘And so
time creeps on and with it creeps the hand of man, spreading his grasping fingers first on this
plot and then on that – land is cleared, houses built, and gradually there has grown one of
London’s healthiest and prettiest suburbs’.
‘Platt’s handbook’, circa 1890, has it that ‘in very few, if any, districts of suburban
London are walks and drives of so much beauty and interest to be found as around the
Crystal Palace’. Elsewhere it tells the visitor that the White Heart public house was formerly
a single storey wooden structure surrounded by trees and arbours, and that it was then ‘a
great resort of town gallants and winners of Doggett’s Coat and Badge, and noted as the
scene of certain exploits on the part of a well-known nobleman and his gay companions’.
Alas! One is left wondering who that well-known nobleman could have been, and what his
certain exploits were!
The visitor to Norwood is also informed that the doorstep of the Woodman in Westow
Hill is level with the top of the cross of St. Paul’s Cathedral, and that next to the Woodman
there used to be a Tea Garden which was a popular place of resort for people of all classes.
Another local guide book of the same period tells the reader that the Woodman possessed
two skittle grounds, one of which was reserved for gentle folks. Also that before the railway
line was opened the Woodman was the chief posting-house for the four-in-hands that ran
daily in the neighbourhood.
Another edition of ‘Picturesque Norwood’ dated 1907-8, contains the following: ‘In
Belvedere Road we have Grove Terrace dating back to 1840-41, erected by the Fellowship
Porters Benevolent Institution and intended as almshouses for stevedores. It is rumoured
that the late Prince Consort laid in June 1841 a memorial stone but the latter cannot now be
found and the fact remains the cottages were never occupied as almshouses’.
In 1899 was published Walter Besant’s ‘South London’. Lamenting the lost hanging
woods of Penge – (‘they hung over a hillside, and were as beautiful as the hanging woods of
Cliveden’) – Besant says rhetorically: ‘Let us ask the resident of Norwood what he
remembers of its ancient glories. Has he heard of the famous Norwood oak? Has this
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resident heard of the views from the top of the hill, 400 feet above the level of the sea,
whither people flocked by hundreds to see the view and wander in the woods?’
Then this writer of 1889 adds with doleful resignation ‘It is difficult now that the
whole country south of London has been covered with villas, roads, streets and shops, to
understand how wonderful for loveliness it was until the builder seized upon it…all this
beauty is gone; we have destroyed it…and on the south there was so much more beauty than
on the north’.
Alan Warwick
(First published in the Winter 1960 edition of the Norwood Review).

BENTHAM FABIAN – FROM PILGRIM HILL TO SALT LAKE CITY
On 15 June 1838, those present at the London Auction Mart were offered a
selection of copyhold and freehold properties in Norwood amounting to about 15
acres and parcelled out as 31 lots. Most of the land was undeveloped but lots 4 and
5 were a pair of villas whose addresses are now 1 and 2 Pilgrim Hill, Norwood. The
auction catalogue described each one in these terms:
‘Recently
erected
and
judiciously planned for the
occupation of a respectable
Family. The front is in imitation
of stone, and commands an
uninterrupted View of the
beautiful Sheet of Water and
Plantation on the opposite side
of the Road, and also over the
Plantations
and
Grounds
forming the Cemetery behind.
The House contains on the First
Floor,
four
comfortable
1 & 2 Pilgrim Hill, Norwood. © F Howcutt.
Bedchambers; Ground Floor, an
Entrance Hall, Dining Room, with projecting Window, Marble Chimney Piece, and
Mahogany-top Cupboards, Breakfast Parlour, and Library; Basement, light Kitchen,
Wash-house, Store-room, Pump, and Tank outside. There is a Front Garden
enclosed with Park Paling and Gate, and a Yard and Garden behind. Estimated to
let when papering is done, at £45 per Annum.’
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The uninterrupted views at the front of the houses, either or both of which were
generally referred to during the 19th century as Evesham Villa, disappeared with the
advent of the railway viaduct south east of West Norwood station. Whether Bentham
Fabian – one of the earliest residents - was ‘respectable’ I leave the reader to
decide.
The 14 April 1843 edition of Perry’s Bankrupt & Insolvent Gazette included in its lists
of insolvents Bentham Fabian of Evesham Villa, Norwood, who at that stage was out
of business and languishing in Queen’s prison, which stood in Southwark north of
the junction of Borough Road and the road now named Newington Causeway.
Distinctive names can be very helpful when investigating the story of a footloose
individual. Bentham Fabian is such a person, whose story emerges from numerous
newspaper reports as well as other works cited below. His birth and christening are
recorded in the register of Ebenezer chapel, Clover Street at Chatham as Bentham
son of Charles Montague Fabian and Mary his wife, born at Rainham, Kent on 16
July 1820 and baptised on 8 September of the same year. The will of his father, a
captain in the Royal Navy, was proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 5
February 1827 leaving all to his wife. By the time of the 1841 census, Mary Fabian
was living in part of a house at Gower Place, Marylebone along with her daughter
Mary and sons Bentham and Robert. Bentham was then working as a clerk. By the
time of his marriage at St Pancras church to Esther Mary Hutchinson on 20
February 1843, Bentham’s occupation was given as ‘colonial agent’.

1 & 2 Pilgrim Hill indicated with red numbers.
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Bentham and Esther’s daughter Catherine Margaret Irene was born on 21
November 1843 at Hackney and baptised in January 1844 at Stoke Newington, her
father claiming to be a gentleman residing in that area. So, like many Norwood
residents then and now, his connection with our locality was a short one.
By 1845, Bentham Fabian was back in business. The Post Office London directory
for that year lists him as a colonial & commercial agent in partnership with Richard
Henry Smyth at the Hall of Commerce in Threadneedle Street.
In July 1846, John Bannister Faulkner and Bentham Fabian were accused of
uttering forged papers purporting to be Buckinghamshire Railway scrip but released
on bails from themselves and sureties totalling £650 each. They had evidently
traded in a substantial way, as when arrested Faulkner had £1,025 in his pockets
and Fabian held bills due for £5,693.12.10d. Scrip shares for an assortment of
railway companies were also found in their possession. Faulkner was acquitted at
the Central Criminal Court in September of that year. Bentham did not attend court
and his bail was forfeited. It has not been possible to find the final outcome of the
case, but these difficulties may well have prompted Bentham’s departure overseas.
He does not appear in the census held in England and Wales of March 1851.
One of the vessels that arrived in New York on 3 January 1852 was the steam ship
Falcon, its passengers including ‘B Fabian’, who was recorded as a 36-year-old
mechanic from England intending to settle in the United States. He had not come
direct from England, as the master of the ship certified that the passengers had
been taken on board from Chagres and San Juan. Chagres was a port on the
Isthmus of Panama which after the discovery of gold in California experienced a
substantial but short-lived boom by catering for prospectors heading to that
destination.
Bentham was still in New York in August 1852 when he wrote a glowing introduction
to a book titled ‘Australia’ which offered ‘a complete hand-book or guide to the gold
regions’. Bentham described himself as the editor, admitting that much of the
material, which runs to over 100 pages, came from others. He did not claim to have
visited Australia in person.
The New York state census of June 1855 records Bentham as a merchant living
with his wife Esther and their seven-year-old daughter Esther M H Fabian along with
a servant in part of a house in Brooklyn. It appears he had recently been in England,
as in July of the same year Arthur Wellesley Yarrow obtained judgement at the
Kings Bench against Bentham Fabian, secretary of the Army Reform Association of
Spring Gardens, to recover £31.12s.6d due for a loan and wages. The debts were
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incurred in March and April. The court granted ‘speedy execution’ of the judgement,
but as Bentham had returned to America before the hearing took place it is doubtful
whether payment was ever enforced.
The US census taken in July 1860 records Benton Fabe, a merchant with personal
estate worth $1,000 living with both Esthers, a servant and also a three-year-old boy
whose name was written as Bentham Fabe. The family’s home was at North
Bergen, New Jersey, just across the Hudson River from Manhattan.
By 1861 Bentham had moved to Louisiana where he was listed as an agent at 67
Tchoupitoulas Street in the 1861 edition of Gardner’s business directory of New
Orleans. In October 1863, he was to be found at Washington DC where he had
been appointed in the Treasury Department as an additional clerk in its loan and
treasury note branch. Bentham evidently did not feel his salary of $1,200 was
sufficient, as in November 1865 he was in trouble again. The New York Times
reported that he had formerly been a clerk in the treasury department and, along
with William Chase Barney, a clerk in the Custom-house, then appeared before
Justice Dowling accused of executing three spurious bonds in order to withdraw
from the Custom-house three hundred barrels of bonded whisky, the duty on which
amounted to $40,000. After much litigation, it was determined that the courts did not
have authority to punish the defendants for their actions.
In April 1868, Bentham was involved in establishing a ‘Labor Exchange’ in San
Francisco. His time in California also included writing a book which was published in
1869 with the self-explanatory title ‘The agricultural lands of California. A guide to
the immigrant as to productions, climate and soil in every county in the state’.
Bentham has not been identified
in the 1870 US census but by
the early 1870s had made his
way to Salt Lake City. At that
time, Utah was not a state but a
territory where much power was
in the hands of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints under the supervision of
Brigham Young. Unsurprisingly,
it does not appear that Fabian
was ever converted to that
persuasion. The author John S
13
Salt Lake City, 1869, From Wikimedia Commons.

Lindsay recalled that: ‘Fabian was widely and favourably known for certain
peculiarities. He was extremely fond of the theatre, and every actor was his friend.
He was one of those versatile fellows that could turn his hand to many things.’ He
established the Salt Lake exchange and Reading rooms where he was the librarian,
on one occasion persuading even Vernon H Vaughan, the governor of the territory,
to perform at a fund-raising concert for the library’s benefit. Bentham loved his pipe
and glass and, as Lindsey put it, ‘occasionally his courtly bearing and
Chesterfieldian manners would get a little lopsided and obscure’.
In February 1874, Bentham published ‘Statistics concerning the Territory of Utah for
the years 1872-3’. A further business venture was noted in January 1875 by The
Daily Independent, a newspaper published at Helena, Montana, which reported that
a new monthly journal named Utah Mining Record was shortly to be launched in Salt
Lake City. Readers were assured that ‘Mr. Bentham Fabian will be at the wheel, and
says that the paper will steer clear of party and creed and devote its columns
exclusively to the mining interests of the Territory’.
Bentham Fabian died of pneumonia and inflammation of the bowels at the Great
Western Hotel, Salt Lake City at sunrise on 26 July 1876. The event was poignantly
recorded on the same day in the Salt Lake Herald, which expanded his name to
‘Charles Montague Jeremy Bentham Fabian’. That report and his burial record state
that he had been born on 16 July 1817, which is precisely three years too early.
Presumably at some point he had felt it advantageous to inflate his age.
By the 1881 census, Bentham’s widow had returned to England and was living at 1a
Honduras Street, Finsbury with her married daughter Esther W Turner, her son-inlaw and four grandchildren.
Francis Howcutt
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WESTOW VILLA TO ROSETTA COURT
Rosetta Court, 112 Church Road, Upper Norwood was, before its conversion into
flats, known by a variety of names. It is probably one of just a few Norwood
mansions dating from before 1820. A second of similar age is the Grange at the
foot of Grange Hill. For many years it was the most impressive house in Upper
Norwood. Like Norbury Lodge on the opposite side of the road it had a covered
entrance way from the road to its front door.
Who the first residents were is uncertain but from at least the 1830s it was occupied,
for at least part of every year, by Lady Diana Hamlyn-Williams. She named it
Westow Villa which had extensive grounds on either side of Church Road, outlined
in green on the map below. The grounds were laid out as formal gardens with two
ponds. One was just south of the villa and there was a much larger one at the foot
of the slope to the west.

The grounds of Westow Villa outlined in green,1863 OS map extract.

Diana Anne Hamlyn-Williams nee Whitaker was born 21 February 1766 on a stormy
Monday morning in Stratford, Essex to Abraham and Penelope (Tempest) Whitaker
this was only a few days after the signing of the Treaty of Paris which brought to an
end the Seven Years War between Britain, France and Spain. Diana was baptised
two weeks later, on 7 March, at St Martin Orgar a church in the City of London in
Martin Lane, off Cannon Street. It is sometimes considered as being one of the
churches mentioned in the nursery rhyme ‘Oranges and lemons’. Most of the
15

building was destroyed in the Great Hire of London in 1666, but the tower and part
of the nave were left standing. The remains of the church were restored and used
by French Protestants until 1820.
The Whittakers (or Whitakers) were originally from the wealthy cloth town of
Cranbrook in Kent and probably made their money from weaving and dyeing wool.
Diana was the seventh of nine siblings of whom little is known other than shortly
after Abraham and Penelope’s marriage they moved to Stratford in East London.
On a pleasant Monday afternoon 22 June 1789 less than a month after the Mutiny
on the Bounty and only weeks before the French Revolution was underway Diana
aged 24, married 24 year old James Hamlyn Williams, 2nd Baronet of Clovelly,
Devon at St Mary’s Church, Marylebone, London. The day was reported as marking
the arrival of the natural warmth of summer (Monday 22 June, 1789). As well as
enjoying their wedding nuptials no doubt the happy couple would have been pleased
to hear that King George III’s health was making a ‘regular and rapid improvement’.
(London, 1789).
The manor of Clovelly was for over 600
years owned by the Cary family but in
1738 the estate was sold to locally-born
Lincoln’s Inn lawyer Zachary Hamlyn
(1677-1759). He rebuilt the old manor
house in 1740, but this was burnt down in
1789 and rebuilt in the Gothic style by his
successor.
Clovelly Court, 1831.

James was the son of Sir James Hamlyn,
1 Bt. of Clovelly, Devon and Arabella, nee Williams, a non-conformist family.
st

James and Diana had two children, Arabella (1785) and James (1791) both of whom
were born in the family home Clovelly Court. It does not take a mathematician to
see that Arabella was born about four years before the marriage of her parents.
James and Diana were only 19 at the time of conception so the truth about the birth
of Arabella may well have been hidden from their parents. At the time women of
high position who gave birth to illegitimate children found it far easier for their ‘sins’
to be overlooked and quickly forgotten than those of the lower orders. (Illegitimacy,
1997). According to some sources they had six children: James, Charles, Orlando,
Diana, Arabella and Charlotte. (Diana Dowager Lady Hamlyn Williams, 1849).
James died at the age of 64 at Clovelly Court after a lingering illness, 3 December
1829. (Deaths, 1829).
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Westow Villa, with the outer wall of its ballroom facing Church Road.

During the 1830s and early 1840s after the death of her husband James, Diana
carried on the busy social life of a Victorian upper class widow. Much time was
spent at Westow Villa giving regular parties for nobility. Women of this class
enjoyed a life full of all the things money could buy: travel, fine clothes, good food
and of course, servants and staff to do chores for them. She moved between
houses for different seasons of the year and was waited on hand and foot by a
household of numerous servants. Lady Diana spent the summer season of 1834 at
Westow Villa. (1834). She was hosting twice weekly parties for wealthy friends in
August 1836 (1836) and decided to remain there until Christmas. (1836).
She
spent Christmas 1837 at Westow Villa before moving on to South Street, Mayfair
towards the end of January 1838. (1838).

Morning Post - Wednesday 05 October 1836

.
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Westow Villa, with its covered entrance way from Church Road.

Whether or not Lady Hamlyn-Williams was resident at Westow Villa in the autumn of
1845 is uncertain but the house was subjected to a robbery of valuable silver by
William Dawson.
The ‘Tyrol’ was her ‘summer house’, and had been built in the grounds of Westow
Villa alongside the then owners of the Queens Hotel. This was used to house some
of her friends who visited during the ‘Norwood Season’. The Tyrol was built in the
‘Tyrolese’ style with a stucco finish with traditional wide overhanging eaves on three
floors. There were stables with rooms over, a small cottage and large ornamental
gardens.
The Tyrol was bought in 1966 by the Queens Hotel claiming that they had no plans
to demolish as it was listed by Croydon council as being of ‘architectural interest’
(The Tyrol to be Demolished?, 1966), However the Greater London Council did not
feel it had sufficient architectural merit and even the best efforts of Alan Warwick
and the Norwood Society failed to stop the demolition men moving in and a
‘delightful’ new wing being built in its place.
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The Tyrol, Church Road. © Norwood Society.

Diana died aged 84 at Westow Villa on 7 September 1849 and was buried in West
Norwood cemetery on 14 September. Her grave, like many others, suffered the
destruction by Lambeth council who compulsory purchased the cemetery in 1965,
and controversially extinguished past rights and claimed ownership over the existing
graves. Lambeth changed some of the character of the grounds through ‘lawn
conversion’, removing at least 10,000 monuments (including some of the listed
ones) and restarted new burials, reselling existing plots for re-use. Consistory court
cases fought in the Southwark diocese in 1995 and 1997 found this to be illegal.
Westow Villa was put up for sale in May 1850 under the supervision of Messrs
Blake. The auction lot included the Tyrol and the numerous outbuildings as well as
‘Castle Hill’, the land to the east of Church Road, which was laid out as ‘pleasure
grounds with rustic hut and nest cottage’. The contents of all buildings were sold by
auction at the same time. Ten years later in 1861 Westow House was again up for
sale by local auctioneers Messrs Mansell of 1 Belvedere Road. By 1868 the smaller
pond to the south of Westow Villa had been filled in and two smaller villas to the
north currently being refurbished had been built.
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The Rev Edward Birch lived there between 1866 and 1869. Mrs A H Megaw and
son-in-law Mr C Urquhart Fisher lived at 112 Church Road, then called ‘Rosetta’
between at least 1893 and 1899. (Church Road, 1894, 1898). The name Rosetta
was probably adopted from the area of Belfast called Rosetta, from where the
Megaw family originated (Around and About, 1939).
Mrs Urquhart Fisher was
heavily involved with the Crystal Palace branch of the ‘Primrose League’, an
organisation founded in 1833 for spreading ‘Conservative’ principles.
Between 1901 and 1913 Mrs Luxmore Wilson and then Col Horniblow lived at
Rosetta. When Laurie Werner moved in, in 1915 he renamed the house ‘The Old
House’ which it retained until 1932 when it was occupied by Mr A Woollard and then
seems to have reverted to being known as Rosetta. Rosetta was in the Norwood
News, 31 October 1930 under the headline ‘Secret Wedding at Upper Norwood’
(Secret Wedding at Upper Norwood, 1930).
Twice-married coroner, aged 97, and 72-year-old spinster were married in a secret
ceremony in All Saints church. The bridegroom was ‘Mr John Graham, the oldest
practising coroner and solicitor in England’ who ‘married Miss E Ashton of Shotley
Bridge, Durham’. The service was conducted in haste with no ‘strangers and no
bridal music’.
Following extensive building works to the rear of Westow Villa during the 1980s
which were interrupted by problems encountered by the builders, Rosetta Court, as
it was renamed, was advertised in 1989 as consisting of 34 retirement flats.
Stephen Oxford
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ST. MARGARET’S – SOME FURTHER THOUGHTS
In our last issue we featured an article on the
history of St Margaret’s church, Chevening
Road by Stephen Oxford. This prompted the
following response from Mike Conrad.
When St. Margaret’s was being demolished I
called over the wall to a worker asking if there
was any stained glass. He said there were
three small pieces, a bit cracked; I asked if I
could see them and agreed to pay £20 for
them. They are Alpha, Omega and a Pax and
now hang in my greenhouse. He also said he
had a large window he wanted £300 for. I said
The lost stained glass window. Courtesy
I would like to see it. Viewing was arranged
Mike Conrad.
for the next day. I then went home and looked up St. Margaret's on Wikipedia where
it described the distribution of organ and other items at the closing of the church.
A large commemorative window was scheduled to go to a stained glass museum. It
obviously didn’t. Next I contacted Leonard Marsh the vicar of All Saints whose
presbytery is next door and arranged for him to make a surprise appearance the
next day. It was raining the next morning and I invited the workman into my car.
Almost immediately Leonard Marsh knocked on the window. Leonard told the
workman he could not sell the window and must return it. He was a good chap and
brought it back to the presbytery. I have tried several times to find out what finally
happened to the window but to no avail.
Mike Conrad
This photograph from Corrine Hazel is of Arthur and Edith
Hurrell her great-grandparents. They were one of the first
couples to marry in St Margaret’s. Edith had been Edith
Osbourne from Westergate in Sussex and the family were
part of the large group of Salvation Army members there.
Arthur was from Essex and was a master hairdresser.
They lived for a time in Carberry Road off Westow Street
and Arthur's mother looked after the Salvation Army Hall.
In 1912 they moved to what was 12 South Vale, later
renumbered 32, and family still live there now.
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BACK TO THE SIXTIES:

ALAN WARWICK: A TRIBUTE

Alan Warwick, historian, author, journalist, Vice-President and founder member of the
Norwood Society, member of the ancient City Guild of Upholders and of many other
distinguished associations , died suddenly at his home on Beulah Hill 29 December
(1973). With his passing, the Norwood he loved is the poorer, many of us have lost a
close personal friend, and in the Norwood Society, where he occupied a central
position, his wise counsel, intellect, and seemingly bottomless knowledge of Norwood’s
history are all assets now gone and almost irreplaceable.
Alan had a quiet dignity which was always endearing and the kind one imagines Kipling
had in mind when he wrote about a capacity to ‘walk with kings – nor lose the common
touch’. His natural courtesy and politeness had the stamp of a gentler age; but on
matters of principle – he could be very tough, as many unfortunate town hall gentlemen
have found to their cost.
People were sometimes surprised to find him unwilling to defend the preservation of
every last Victorian brick in the neighbourhood; but whatever else Alan was he was a
realist, who never lost sight of the fact that to aim high you should have your feet firmly
on the ground. This was his philosophy through all the years of battling with the
massed cohorts of bureaucrats over the Crystal palace, the Triangle, the Beaulieu
Heights and many other local issues which affect our lives to this day.
Not surprisingly perhaps, the Norwood Society regarded Alan Warwick as its very own,
but we know that he was loved and respected far beyond the Society.
To Alan, Norwood was unique, a place over which the aura of greatness still hung, and
which would assuredly rise again like the phoenix immortalised for us in his book, ‘The
Phoenix Suburb’, which crowned with success a long literary career. He dreamed of
the day when the heart of our community would be restored and in some curious way
most of us who are privileged to live in Norwood share his dream.
Alan fought his good fight, but the battle will continue until Norwood has indeed risen
from the ashes, and the Crystal Palace again a name to conjure with and to inspire. He
would want no finer memorial.
John Yaxley
Norwood Review, no. 55 1974.

Alan Warwick’s book The Phoenix Suburb is now difficult to find but is still available from the
Norwood Society priced £10 +pp £2.30.
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THE NORWOOD PAUPER MEMORIAL PLAQUE
All Saints church yard in Upper
Norwood was the scene of a
gathering of members and nonmembers of the Norwood Society
and the church’s congregation
one
recent
cold
Saturday
morning. The purpose was to
hold a short ceremony and unveil
a plaque in memory of the 889
pauper
children
buried
somewhere in the churchyard in
unmarked graves.
The plaque was sponsored by
the good offices of Cllr Pat Ryan
and the Norwood Society. It was
Father Leonard, Stephen Oxford and Cllr Pat Ryan at the
ceremony.
unveiled by Pat Ryan and a short
service led by Father Leonard
Marsh, Parish Priest, was then held in the church yard. This Norwood Society
project was brought to fruition by Stephen Oxford with the approval of Southwark
Diocesan Board.
The children were buried between 1830 and
1858 and came from Mr Aubin’s school for
pauper children at the other end of Church
Road in Upper Norwood. It was the custom
in the mid 1800s that if parents entered the
workhouse their children would be taken
away to protect them from the uncivilised
and corrupting environment. Most were sent
to so called ‘baby farms’ where they were
boarded, the fees being paid by the
originating parish. Mr Aubin’s school was
visited and praised by no less than Charles
Dickens for the work it was doing in caring for and educating the children. Sadly
many of them arrived malnourished and in a poor state of health so that even the
resident nurses and doctor at the school were unable to bring them back to health.
Stephen Oxford
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JOHN JAMES SMITH AND ‘SNAPS’
During the latter half of the19th century the art of photography improved by leaps
and bounds. Philip Henry Delamotte helped popularise this new way of recording
events with his revolutionary record of the disassembly and reconstruction of The
Crystal Palace. In 1884 George Eastman developed dry gel-on-paper, or film, to
replace the photographic plate so that a photographer no longer needed to carry
boxes of plates and toxic chemicals around. In 1888 Eastman's Kodak camera went
on the market with the slogan ‘You press the button, we do the rest’. Now anyone
could take a photograph and leave the complex parts of the process to others, and
photography became available for the mass-market in 1901 with the introduction of
the Kodak Brownie. (History of Photography, 2019).
Local enthusiasts came together and photographic clubs were formed across the
country. One such club was the South Norwood Amateur Photographic Society
(SNAPS). An active member of SNAPS, later its President, was John Smith of
Birchanger Road, South Norwood.
John James Smith was born in 1852 in South
Norwood to James and Amelia (nee Frith). At
the time his father James was a labourer lodging
with the Frith family on the Norwood Road near
Blind Corner. James later married Amelia, one
of the Frith daughters. John was baptised in
August 1852 at which time his father was
recorded as a bricklayer. The family moved to
Farley Road, South Croydon where John went to
the local school. After leaving school John was
trained as a carpenter and in 1871 was still living
with the growing Smith family in the High Street,
South Norwood. His siblings were: Emma 1857,
Amelia 1860, George 1862, Arthur 1865, Harry
1869, Alice Edith 1872 and Charles Morgan
1874.
James Smith.

John remained in the family home, which by April 1881 was ‘Thornhurst’,
48 Birchanger Road, since divided into four flats. His father James was
by then a successful builder employing 185 men and 16 boys at his
Norwood Junction Steam Joinery and Saw Mills in Carmichael Road. In
August 1881 John married a local girl Margaret Mary Mowle at the parish
church in Croydon. They moved into a small late Victorian terraced
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house, 87 Birchanger Road, Croydon and were able to employ 18 year
old Ada Collinson as their general servant. The following June Margaret
gave birth to their first child, John Dixon. The new Smith family grew with
the addition of Edward Stephen 1883 and twins James Stanley and
Francis Stephen in 1885. Sadly Edward and Francis died in infancy but
James Stanley lived a long life, dying July 1972 in the aptly named
Norwood Cottages, Fittleworth in Sussex.
James Smith & Sons were builders
based in the 1880s in Carmichael
Road, South Norwood. Their office
front incorporated a liberal quantity
of polished granite columns and
window surrounds.
Today the
building is converted into a
residential property consisting of a
number of flats. The front of the
building still carries the lettering
James Smith & Sons Limited over
the door and is probably the only
remnant of the orgiginal. Carmichael Road is an otherwise unremarkable
back street behind Norwood Junction Station.

James Smith & Sons, Junction Works, c 1890

James
Smith
&
Sons
were
responsible for building some of
Croydon’s grandest late Victorian
commercial premises and must rank,
along with Alfred Bullock, among the
town’s most important builders. The
company was established in 1859
and by 1898 were ‘employing
upwards of 400 men’. (Anderson,
1898). They moved to new premises
just to the south of Norwood Junction
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James Smith & Sons, Junction Works office front
2020.

station occupying a large area of ground, and a rail siding was installed
for its use. The premises by 1899 included a steam joinery works and
saw-mills and capacious workshops. The company was registered 16
June1899 as ‘Junction Works’ (James Smith & Sons Norwood, 2015).

James Smith & Sons Carmichael Road, Croydon, circa1880. Courtesy West Sussex Record Office.

In Croydon James Smith & Sons were responsible for a number of substantial
edifices:









The London & County Bank, George Street, of granite and sandstone blocks
The Gas Company’s office in Katharine Street, (demolished)
Messrs Pelton’s, High Street, (demolished)
Messrs Grants Brothers department store, High Street, (only the façade
remains)
South Norwood public baths, 1880 & 1885, Birchanger Road, (demolished)
38-46 Croydon High Street, a block of five bays four storey in yellow brick
Voluntary School for boys, girls & infants, 1885, Church Street, (demolished)
The Imperial Ice Rink, later the Orchid ballroom, Brighton Road, Purley,
(demolished). (Notes and news — October 2003).
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South Norwood public baths, designed
by architect Mr Lambert, consisted of
two large pools, only one of which was
indoors, 16 private baths, a committee
room, dwelling for the superintendent
and ‘every convenience’. (Anderson,
1898).
The voluntary schools in Church Road,
designed by architect R W Price stood
The London & County Bank, George Street, prior to its
opening in April 1889.
next to Croydon Minster. Building was
undertaken by James Smith & Sons in 1883-5, opened in 1885 and accommodated
1,700 children.
One of James Smith & Sons employees
was William Steer (1881-1967) was
indentured on 9 January 1899. For three
years he became an ‘improver’ learning
the bricklaying trade on a wage starting at
2 ½ pence per hour later rising to 5 ½
pence. By 1903 William had become a
master bricklayer and in 1906 married The Black Horse public house, Circa 1910.
local domestic servant Caroline Grange.
His work involved long hours but his free time at weekend was split between heavy
drinking in the Black Horse, demolished 2005, in Addiscombe and tending his
allotment to provide fruit and vegetables for his family. William became a foreman
bricklayer by 1939 when the family were living at 10 Ashling Road, just a two minute
walk from the Black Horse.

The rear of James Smith & Sons premises on Carmichael Road circa 1890. Courtesy West Sussex Record
Office.
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The joinery department, Junction Works, Carmichael Road, c 1890. Courtesy West Sussex Record
Office.

The Former Grant’s department store, crafted out of red brick, interspliced with
various stone furnishings was built by James Smith & Sons in 1894. It was designed
by Metcalfe & Jones for the Grant Brothers, who had bought out the shops
previously on the site to construct their own building. In its day it was almost as
famous as Harrods in Knightsbridge, and one of its most famous clients was the
Royal Air Force, who purchased all of their uniforms from the store. Sadly the store
eventually closed in 1985, and today only its façade remains now fronting a
replacement monstrosity!
At the time of the firm’s centenary it was described as a ‘quietly prospering’ property
holding company, the workshops and yards having been converted to other uses.
John’s father James died 27 July 1915 by which time he had moved to West Burton,
Sussex, just four miles south of his son’s home ‘Shirley’ in Fittleworth. John died in
Kingston upon Thames March 1926 aged 74.
There was a South Norwood Photographic Society in existence in 1896 but it was
not called the ‘South Norwood Amateur Photographic Society’ (SNAPS) until 1899
when local benefactor William Ford Robinson Stanley was its president. It seems
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typical of Stanley to change its name.
As Stanley neared retirement from his
successful business designing and manufacturing mathematical instruments in
South Norwood his thoughts and energy turned to a vast range of activities that
were to engage him until his death in 1909. As well as photography these included
writing, painting, carpentry, composing music and amateur dramatics. He was the
first president of SNAPS and at a meeting on 20 November 1899 he announced that
he had arranged for the society to ‘meet in the local Polytechnic building’. Members
agreed to meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month. The next
meeting would be on 30 December when a lecture, illustrated by lantern slides,
would be given. The society had 40 members with subscriptions at 5s per annum.
The hon. Secretary was Mr E Pierce of 25 Balfour Road, South Norwood.

The South Norwood Photograpic Society excursion to Beddington, 1904. John Smith second from left.
Courtesy West Sussex Record Office.

John Smith was elected President of SNAPS before March 1903, at which time
Stanley’s efforts seem to have turned to being President of the Croydon Natural
History & Scientific Society.
In March 1904 the society, then reported in the
Norwood News just as the ‘South Norwood Photographic Society’ held its third
annual exhibition. John Smith was not only president by then but was awarded
bronze prize in the portrait section and his son, Stanley, for his entry of a lantern
slide. At the time of the next annual exhibition, February 1905, John was still
president and had amassed a variety of cameras and was experimenting with the
‘new fangled’ devices such as flash bulbs.
By 1905 the society’s excursion to Fittleworth, the then home of John Smith, was
referred to in the Norwood News as the ‘annual excursion to Fittleworth’. In 1906
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members travelled by train from Norwood Junction to Amberley and then on foot to
Bury and thence in ‘wagonettes’ to Fittleworth; photographs being taken along the
way. There they were treated to a ‘most appetising repast’ at the president’s house,
Shirley. (Photographic Society, 1906). The society seems to have reverted to being
called the South Norwood Photographic Society by 1906.
John intended to compile a history of Fittleworth and left his notes when he died;
these notes and John’s photographs have since been used by his great niece,
Angela Brookfield, to compile a book about Fittleworth ('Fittleworth: A Time of
Change, 1895-1916’).
His collection of photographs was donated to the West
Sussex Record Office in Chichester in 2009. It includes many
photographs of West Sussex, as well as photographs of
London and South Norwood (including the family’s building
yard / wood mill, which were located near the railway station,
and their home on Birchanger Road). The collection is
extensive – over 3,400 photographs arranged in eleven
albums – and the full catalogue can searched via their
website. As yet there are no digital images available to view
online, although a number have been scanned and are, by
kind permission of the West Sussex Record Office, included
in this article. Archivist Nichola Court is giving a talk: ‘SNAPS in Sussex’: The
photographs of John Smith (1852-1925) at the West Sussex Record Office,
Tuesday 28 April 2020, tickets only in advance from the Record office. (01243
753602).
Stephen Oxford
With thanks to Nichola Court (West Sussex Archives) and Steven Andrews,
(Norwood Society) for additional material.
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NOTES FORM THE NORWOODS
THE FORMER GRAPE AND GRAIN PUB WILL BE NAMED THE ROYAL
CRYSTAL PALACE
The former Grape and Grain pub at the top of Anerley Hill will be called The Royal
Crystal Palace. Work is set to start on turning the building into a Wetherspoon’s.
The Royal Crystal Palace hotel stood on the site and was bomb damaged during the
Second World War. Its later names included the Crystal Palace hotel and the
Sportsman. Wetherspoon’s other pub in the area – the Postal Order on Westow
Street by the zebra crossing – will remain open.
COUNCIL GIVE IN TO PUBLIC PROTESTS OVER PARK PLANS AFTER
THOUSANDS SIGN PETITION
Croydon council have given in to public protests over their plans to sell land in
Grangewood Park, South Norwood which is bounded by Grange Road, Wharncliffe
Road, and Ross Road.
A council spokesman said: ‘The council wanted to see the dilapidated former
Grangewood park keeper’s cottage and garden restored and reused as a family
home, which is why we asked for public feedback on draft proposals to sell this
home to a private owner.
Although this proposal is about restoration, not
redevelopment, we have heard from many local people who oppose this plan.
‘As a result, we have decided this property will no longer be sold into private
ownership, and instead Croydon Council’s elected members and officers will work
with local people over the coming months to find a viable solution the community
supports’.
CREATIVE IDEAS WANTED FOR ‘CHERISHED’ CONCERT PLATFORM
Bromley council are looking for creative and communityminded business proposals to reactivate what they
describe as the “cherished” concert platform in Crystal
Palace Park.
The council recognises the value of the concert platform as
a community building, and within the context of the wider
regeneration plan is looking to reactivate it for the benefit of
the park and the community it serves. The council is open
to proposals and is not defining the future use of the
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platform. However, any proposal is required to benefit the park’s community and
enhance public recreation’.
The council has been working alongside the Friends of Crystal Palace Park and the
Concert Platform Working Group in developing this opportunity and a representative
will be chosen to participate in the evaluation of proposals.
The opportunity is being made available through Pro Contract / Due North.
Interested parties should visit https://procontract.due-north.com/Login and create a
free account if not already registered.

NEW BOOK FEATURES CRYSTAL PALACE POSTERS FROM THE
1970s
A new book containing historic posters of events
in the Crystal Palace area from the 1970's is the
latest to add to its history.
Launching the book - which features posters of events
staged by what was then the Crystal Palace Triangle
Community Association - Mark Green told the launch
evening at the Paxton arts centre on Anerley Hill that
back in 1969 Audrey Hammond realised there was a
need in Crystal Palace for a community centre where
people could play music and indulge in other artistic
activities.
Audrey got together a number of like-minded people. Their
first meeting was in St Aubyn's church hall in January
1970. ‘It's amazing to me that, almost immediately after it
started it was able to tap into a whole lot of enthusiasm
from like-minded people. ‘Membership was up to 500 in a
couple of years" said Mark; a trustee of what is now the
CPCA (Crystal Palace Community Association. Activities
were advertised using screen printed posters. ‘The book
gives a really good flavour of what the Association did in its
early years.’
Audrey, now president of the CPCA, thanked Ian Hempstead who she did the
posters with and ‘was an amazing designer who used to do all sorts of work in the
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middle of the night’ before he moved away from the district. She recalled: ‘The
whole idea was to try and preserve the Triangle, the buildings and use them for the
purposes of an arts centre and in that way preserve them.’ Audrey also thanked
Mark Green who had done so much going through three boxes of archives and
more - and for also compiling the book.
DINOSAUR BRIDGE GETS GO-AHEAD
Plans to install a new dinosaur bridge in Crystal Palace Park have been given the
go-ahead.
The new bridge will allow a high quality permanent but retractable bridge to the
park’s dinosaur island to allow limited access for maintenance, repair and limited
managed public tours. The swing bridge will be constructed on a pivot to open and
close for access. There will be strict rules on when the bridge can be opened and
limited access to the islands which will be facilitated by a management plan.
The new bridge will allow tours for around 1,200 people per year to allow easier
access for wider engagement, access for groups and make routine maintenance
easier and cheaper and in turn helping to conserve the Dinosaurs for the long term.
RECREATION GROUND GETS NEW TREES
A total of 30 new trees have been planted in Upper Norwood recreation ground
which stands between Chevening Road and Eversleigh Road in a joint enterprise
between Croydon council and the London Wildlife Trust. The trees are a mixture of
sessile oak, English oak, hornbeam, wild service tree and a disease-resistant elm.
Croydon council have plans to install 60 new planting bays along roads in the
borough with residents’ suggestions of new locations welcomed. Please contact
treesandwoodlands@croydon.gov.uk if you would like to suggest an area for
planting.
Jerry Green
LOCAL HISTORY
The ‘Show and Tell’ meeting in December 2019 was a great success. We had at
least 45 minutes’ worth of presentations of artefacts with an opportunity for those
present to view these during the refreshment break. The extended period for
refreshments with a buffet, wine and soft drinks allowed people to socialise to a
greater extent than in normal meetings making it a pleasant festive occasion.
Bill Linskey’s talk about the life and work of Henry Tate in January proved very
interesting and was well attended.
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MYHOUSEMYSTREET
A meeting for project volunteers took place in December when volunteers were
shown a draft of our new forthcoming website. Ruth Hibberd has arranged
individual meetings with volunteers to help them incorporate their street histories
into the framework of the website. It is hoped to be online with a detailed history of
Rockmount Road; to be followed by many more local streets by the time you read
this.
http://norwoodstreethistories.org.uk
Ruth Hibberd
PLANNING
Last Review I reported the increasing number of unsuitable applications from
developers across the Norwood area. What will 2020 bring? It seems it is the
relentless scourge of developers seeking development sites no matter what size.
With lack of suitable sites applications are being submitted for the demolition of
single family dwellings and their replacement with flats, with current planning
applications in Sylvan Hill (7 flats) and Downsview Road (8 flats). In West Norwood
a recent application for the demolition of semi detached house and replacement with
a 4 storey block of flats containing 5 flats has thankfully been withdrawn. We are
also seeing large and often unsympathetic proposals to extend or alter existing
properties often in conservation areas. Both these types of development have one
thing in common a disregard of the effects on the neighbourhood, either through
loss of light, overlooking or poor design.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF} Feb 2019 sets out the Governments planning
policies and how they are expected to be applied. Included is criteria for development and how
policies and decisions should ensure that developments: ‘will function well and add to the overall
quality of the area; are visually attractive; are sympathetic to the local character and history;
establish or sustain a strong sense of place; optimise the potential- to accommodate and sustain
an appropriate amount and mix of development; places that promote health and well being’. The
NPPF also states in respect of heritage assets local authorities should take account of new
development making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness.

The Society does not always object to development proposals but we expect that
Local Authorities take account of the NPPF in their decision making. For further
guidance on conserving the historic environment and conserving and enhancing the
natural environment go to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2

Marian Girdler
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ROBERT PATE’S ASSAULT ON QUEEN VICTORIA
Next time you wander from South Norwood Hill along Ross Road towards to
Grangewood Park take a glance to your left at ‘Pierrepoint’, a not exactly inspiring
seven floor block of flats. You may wonder what occupied the site before the flats
were erected but few, I suspect, will remember a Victorian house named Broughton
which was the residence, albeit briefly, of the infamous Robert Pate during the latter
years of his life.

Broughton’s 1 Ross Road; grounds in green in 1895 OS map
extract.

Robert Francis Pate was a
former British Army officer,
only remembered for his
assault on Queen Victoria on
27 June 1850.
Queen
Victoria’s 63-year reign on the
British throne would have
been considerably shorter
had any one of eight
assassination
attempts
succeeded. Pate’s assault
took place on Her Majesty
Queen Victoria on 27 June
1850. It was the sixth attempt
to assassinate her and the
only one to have actually

caused her any physical harm!
Robert Pate was born on Christmas Day, 1819 in Wisbech, Isle of Ely,
Cambridgeshire, the son of Robert Francis Pate, a wealthy corn dealer and Maria
(nee Wilson). His parents married in Cambridge on 16 March 1818. His mother died
on 27 April in 1821. His father came from humble origins, but through trade became
a gentleman and eventually Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire and High
Sheriff of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire in 1847
Pate was educated in Norwich. In 1841, his father purchased for him a Cornetcy in
the 10th Light Dragoons. He purchased a Lieutenancy the following year. In 1844
while on a tour of duty in Ireland, his horses including his favourite, and his dog were
put down because of rabies. Following this event Pate ‘began to show signs of
lunacy’. He returned to Wisbech without leave in 1844 and resigned his commission
in March 1846. He then took up residence in Piccadilly, London, where he lived the
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life of a recluse. He took frequent walks in the royal parks, where his dandy clothing
and strange behaviour drew attention. (Robert Pate, 2019). He was well-known by
Londoners, including the Queen, for his manic behaviour, such as goose-stepping
around the park.
On 27 June 1850 during one of his
walks around London, Pate came
across a crowd that had gathered
outside Cambridge House, where
Queen Victoria and her three
children were visiting her dying
uncle. As the Queen’s carriage
departed, it came to a stop just
outside the gate. Pate approached
the monarch and smacked her on
the forehead with his lightweight
A newspaper illustration of Robert Pate’s assault on Queen cane. As the crowd manhandled
Victoria.
the attacker, the Queen stood up
and proclaimed, ‘I am not hurt,’ although the immense bruise on the right side of her
head and the black eye that she would soon sport testified otherwise. Pate was
grabbed by bystanders and was soon dragged by the police to a local police station.
As you may imagine many of the national and local newspapers were outraged at
the offence and called for the most extreme punishments, including a public
whipping! (Robert Pate, 1850). He was interrogated by the Home Office the very
next morning and then appeared at the Old Bailey on 11 July before Mr. Justice
Patteson where he was indicted for ‘assaulting our Lady Queen with intent to injure
her’. Numerous witnesses for the prosecution and defence were called including his
old commanding officer Colonel John Vandelour who spoke in Pate’s favour saying
‘as an officer he discharged his duties very well, to the best of his abilities—I never
had occasion to find fault with him; and as to his being a gentleman, there was no
doubt about that—he was very much liked by his brother officers, and respected by
the regiment’.
Attempts were made to prove he was of unsound mind but after many hours
Patteson found that he was quite sane and was sentenced to be transported to the
penal colony of Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) for seven years. Of the eight
attempts to assassinate Queen Victoria Pate was the only potential assassin to
actually harm her (Eight Times Queen Victoria Survived Attempted Assassinations,
2017-18). Pate's class ensured that he received lenient treatment in prison and on
the subsequent journey was one of 261 convicts on the William Jardine departing on
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9 August. However, on arrival he was consigned to the Cascades penal settlement
on the Tasman Peninsula like a common criminal. He served less than a year under
what for him must have been an especially hard regime, and was then transferred to
more amenable work in the community until the end of his sentence.
After serving out his sentence Pate was left penniless but his money problems were
solved the following year. It remains unclear whether this was as a result of his
marriage to Mary Elizabeth Brown, or with money left in his father’s will. The couple
lived in Hobart Town, Tasmania for eight years before selling up and returning to
London living firstly in a grand Georgian terraced house at 12 St Peter’s Square,
W6. The Pates moved before 1889 to a much smaller property Broughton, 1 Ross
Road where he lived a quiet life until his death from a stroke in February 1895. His
widow Mary remained there until her death in 1900. Broughton strangely remained
empty for the next 11 years, possibly no one was willing to occupy the house the
notorious William Pate.
The ‘partridge’ cane, with which Pate carried out the assault, came up for auction in
1899 at Messrs Steveus’s auction rooms and was described as a thin lightweight
stick with a silver ferrule. It was made from part of a Palmyra palm and at the time
that type of cane was called a ‘partridge’ cane. But someone in the Royal Household
took exception to its sale and after a note was sent to the vendor it was withdrawn
from sale. (A Stick that Hit the Queen, 1898). Nothing further was heard about it
and it may well still be out there waiting to be discovered on BBC TV’s Antiques
Roadshow!

The others to attempt to assassinate Queen Victoria were; Edward
Oxford 1840, John Francis, twice, in 1842, John Bean 1842, William
Hamilton 1849, Arthur O’Connor 1872 and Roderick Maclean 1882. Whether
Edward and I are in some way related has yet to be discovered!

Stephen Oxford
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TALKS & WALKS PROGRAMME 2020
20 February 2020

Bromley Beekeepers a talk by R Jackman

19 March 2020

John Ruskin a talk by John Newman

18 April 2020

Annual General Meeting Followed by ‘The History of the
Norwood Society’ a talk by Jerry Green.
MEMBERS ONLY
MHMS Project talk about Cintra Park, Berridge Road and
Barnfield Road
The history of the West Norwood Orphanage and the street
history of Chestnut Road a talk by Colin Fenn
At the Portico Gallery West Norwood7.30 pm
23B Knight's Hill, West Norwood, London SE27 0HS
‘A Walk in the Fresh Air Suburb’
Led by Stephen Oxford
2.30 p.m. Vicar’s Oak Junction of Westow Hill and Anerley Hill
Harold Road Conservation Area, Led by Ruth & Stuart Hibberd
2.30 p.m. Rockmount Road bus stop opposite Central Hill Estate
History of Bethlem Museum a talk by Amy Modfat

21 May 2020
18 June 2020
*

19July 2020

20 August 2020
17 September 2020
15 October 2020
20 November 2020

17 December 2020

‘Camille Pissarro in the Crystal Palace and Norwood Areas’ a
talk by Nicholas Reed
‘Some of the interesting characters buried in All Saint’s
churchyard’ a talk by Stephen Oxford
‘Show and Tell’ members are invited to bring an item or two to
say a few words about, followed by a local history quiz.
MEMBERS ONLY

All talks are held at 7.30 pm on the third Thursday of the month at:
Upper Norwood Library 39-41 Westow Hill, SE19 1TJ
Except June’s talk, see above*
Talks are free but donations are welcomed
Refreshments are provided
The front cover of this issue of is copied from the first Norwood Review published by
what was then the Society for the Preservation of Upper Norwood and District.
Future historians may wish to note that although the cover says Winter 1960 the first
issue of the Review was actually published in March 1960.
Readers may also be able to help solve a mystery: Would anyone know where the
house featured on the cover is -or was - please? There may be some artistic licence
with the siting of what was then the Independent Television Authority aerial opposite
All Saints church on Church Road.
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