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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
We find ourselves in unprecedented times because of the Corona virus
lockdown and although contributors may not have been able to visit local or
national archives, I have done my best to put together the Norwood Review
number 229.
As an experiment, courtesy of MyHeritage, I have taken the opportunity to
‘colorize’ many of the originally black & white or sepia photographs in this
edition. The resulting image quality in many cases is, in your editor’s opinion,
quite remarkable, in bringing the photographs to life. Some of you may feel that
this is inappropriate others may not but if you have strong feelings either way
please let me know.
I hope you find this edition of the Review an interesting read. I am always on the
lookout for topics to research and welcome contributions from members, so if
you have any memories or photographs that can be put ‘on the record’ by
inclusion in a future edition please do not hesitate to contact me.
We will return to our programme of Talks & Walks as soon as permitted so keep
an eye on our website for details and of course everyone who has signed up for
email news will be informed once we have a programme organised. If you are
not already on our email list and wish to be kept informed please send an email
or letter to Ruth Hibberd, membership secretary, stating your wish to be put on
the society’s email list:
Membership Secretary: Ruth Hibberd membership@norwoodsociety.co.uk
5 Rockmount Road, London, SE19 3SZ
And to lighten the mood a little:
Edward Lear:
‘There was an old person of Anerley,
Whose conduct was strange and unmannerly;
He rushed down the Strand, with a pig in each hand,
But returned in the evening to Anerley.’
Stephen Oxford
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THE CORNWALL FAMILY
Some time ago the Society came into possession of a series of photos and
artefacts pertaining to the Cornwall family of Norwood. Alongside some portrait
photography the collection includes pictures of a nursery, a flyer for a printing
business and a charming poem about Norwood by Hugh Cornwall. The
Norwood Society’s Stephen Oxford supplemented these with some additional
maps and modern-day photos.
These items came to us by way of (we believe) Hugh’s daughter Patricia
Cornwall. Whilst the current (April 2020) Covid-19 pandemic prevents us visiting
archives in person the plethora of digital resources available affords us a chance
to learn about the Cornwalls. The individuals that we’ll be exploring vintage
Norwood’ with are: 




Uriah/Urias Cornwell/Cornwall
Eliza Emily Cornwall (nee Bullen)
William Edward Cornwall
Hugh Ernest Cornwall

We’ll begin our travels with Uriah Cornwell. His birth was registered in
Newmarket 1857, several miles away from his actual birthplace of Islesham,
Cambridge. He was born to William Cornwell a turf man / turf merchant / turf
carter and his wife Elizabeth Cornwell (nee Sheldrake / Sheldrick). The turf
trade was one that focused on the cutting and drying of turf or peat. It was the
dominant trade in both Islesham and the Islesham Fen. William Cornwell’s
occupation appears to have touched his son as we’ll see through some of the
career choices Uriah makes.
Uriah records several variants of his name over his lifespan and this begins with
the first two census returns that describe him, those of 1861 and 1871 which
name him as Urias Cornwell. Whilst these reports are uneventful, it is worth
noting that the 1871 census return doesn’t return his father as his mother
Elizabeth is now the widowed head of the family.
The next census, the 1881 return, reports Urias as having moved to Norwood,
living in 1 Saint John’s Terrace with the Bullen family and having found
employment as a gardener. His relation to the head of the household is recorded
as ‘brother in law’, which we must view as suspect. Urias is only 24 with his
reported sister in law, Rachel Bullen clocking up 60 years. Viewed in isolation
(pun not intended) this quite doesn’t quite add up. Several years later we can
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see why. On 2 June 1883 Urias marries Rachel’s daughter Eliza Bullen at Saint
Luke’s Church. Urias records his family name here as Cornwall for the first time
and his job as gardener. The birth of their sons follows in 1884 (Hugh Ernest)
and 1885 (William Edgar).

Cambridge Nursery, Beulah Hill in 1897. Image ‘colorized’ courtesy MyHeritage.com

Sometime in this decade, Uriah opens his first business, the Cambridge Nursery
in Beulah Hill. The Norwood News reports two charitable instances that Uriah
assists with which to some extent show he cared for his local community. These
events being reported as:
 1888: Mr U Cornwall of Cambridge Nursery as having lent some flowers
to a Gipsy Hill Middle School concert, a fund raiser for the Reverend W.
Hobbs poor children’s breakfast fund
 1893: Cambridge Nursery donates several free plants to the Norwood
Cottage Hospital
Unfortunately, the press also documented a somewhat unsavoury side to the
man.
In December 1892 Uriah received a summons before the Croydon
borough bench for causing an unfit horse to be worked. One of his gardeners
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had been caught with a mostly lame and very old brown gelding carting manure.
An Inspector Adcock of the Royal Society stood firm in his opinion that the horse
was not fit for work, which was backed up by a surgeon’s inspection from the
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Urias was fined 40 shillings plus
surgeon’s and court costs.
In the next census of 1891, the family are living at 77 Church Road, with Urias
reporting his employment as nurseryman. Chronologically, the next record that
we can locate is a school record for Woodland Road School for William and
Hugh. The boys were admitted o 18 Jan 1892. This admissions log notes the
same 77 Church Road address and their father’s name as Uriah Cornwall. A
previous school noted is All Saints National and flagged as a Public Elementary
School. Both boys were taken out of Woodland Road School 26 August 1898.
Uriah spends time away from Norwood

U Cornwall Store, Three Bridges, Sussex. Image ‘colorized’ courtesy MyHeritage.com
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Heading into the new century Uriah and Eliza Cornwall have left Norwood and
are living in 10 High Street, Three Bridges in Sussex. Urias’ career has taken a
dramatic turn as he is now trying his hand as a grocer and draper. Eliza lists no
employment. This would correspond to the photo of the U Cambridge storefront,
which clearly displays both drapers and grocer’s goods. Their sons Hugh
Cornwall (16) and William Cornwall (15) have remained in Norwood, staying with
their Aunt and Uncle Henry and Martha Bullen at 19 Hamilton Road. Henry is
noted as a non-domestic gardener, which is possibly linked to Uriah’s nursery.
Hugh is working as a book binder and William is still a scholar. Our next
observation of Urias Cornwall sees him fined for owning a dog without a license
in the East Grinstead Petty Sessions in 1904.
Heading into 1911 we learn from the Census that Hugh Cornwall is still living
with his uncle and aunt at 19 Hamilton Road. His career has seen significant
movement having upskilled from bookbinder to printer’s clerk. William has
reunited with the Cornwall parents who are now back in Norwood at 157a
Rommany Road. He is working as a printer. Urias’ occupation has changed
once again to that of commercial traveller. A new name shows up in the Urias
Cornwall household, an Albert Edward Stamford, an adoptee born in Three
Bridges. I have not carried out any research into Albert, but I do wonder if there
is an additional story to be had here.
WW1 & the Cornwall Family
The next set of records comes from the global conflict that cut across individuals,
families, communities, and institutions from all walks of life. I refer of course to
The Great War.
Both Cornwall boys saw military service but only William Cornwall’s military
enlistment and service records have survived. He enlisted for the Rifle Brigade
in Camberwell on the 24 November 1916 giving his address as 13 Thurlestone
Road and his next of kin as Urias Cornwall (at the same address). An additional
document in William’s service papers notes that he was furloughed from the 10th
Rifle Brigade for a week in July 1917 due to injury. Latterly he was re-assigned
to the 107th Labour Corps.
William Cornwall tragically lost his life due to wounds received in action
eventually passing away 8 January 1918. At the time of his death he was still
with the 107th Labour Corps. His post death records inform us that Hugh also
lived at Thurlestone Road during the conflict when he was named as the only full
blood sibling.
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For Hugh, no service or enlistment records survive but he can be found in WW1
medal rolls serving with the Royal Army Service Corps. A Private H E Cornwall
also gets a very brief mention as a prizewinner in a whist drive event organised
by the Amusements Committee and held at the Stanley Halls in January 1917.
I’m not able to find any pension cards for either Cornwall soldier via the Western
Front’s recent digitisation efforts, but they may surface later as these efforts
eventually conclude.
Post WW1
Despite entering the 1920s with a depleted family, the Cornwalls threw
themselves into the new decade with a considerable amount of business gusto.
Uriah has another business interest, this time as a wholesale confectioner. His
premises are 12a ‘Cotswold Street, West Norwood.
His son Hugh sets up business next door at 13 as a printer sometime in 1920.
Their fates however vary quite considerably as in 1927 Uriah, on the advice of
his solicitor, files for bankruptcy. The coal miners strike of 1926 appears to have
been a major contributor to his business failing.

The Cornwall’s premises in Cotswold Street, image ‘colorized’ courtesy MyHeritage.com.
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From other photographs within the Society collection, we can see that Hugh
acquired control of his father’s property in Cotswold Road and expanded his
printing business into it.

What
happened
next to Uriah, I’m
not
able
to
determine via digital
resources but he
passed away in
1937 in Camberwell
having lived to 80
years of age. His
son
Hugh
is
recorded in the
1939 census as a
commercial printer
Hugh Cornwall outside of his enlarged premises in Cotswold Street, image
‘colorized’ courtesy of MyHeritage.com. Both shops no longer exist having
been replaced with car parking spaces!

and
stationery
manufacturer.
He
passed away in

1957 at the age of 72.
Steven Andrews
Works Cited
1. National Archives WO 372/5/30773
a. William Edward Cornwell Military Service
2. The Norwood News
a. 11th February 1888,
b. 30th December 1893
c. 12th January 1917
d. 25th December 1927
3. Sussex Agricultural Express
a. 30th April 1904
4. Croydon Guardian & Surrey County Gazette
a. 17th December 1892
5. Cambridge Family History Society
a. Who were the fen people? By Sue Polly (Accessible on the Archeology Data Service)
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FREDERIC HETLEY & SIR JAMES PAGET - GRAFFITISTS
Frederic Hetley MD late of Norbury
Lodge, Fox Hill, Upper Norwood
has featured before in two articles
in the Norwood Review (Brown,
1988) & (Goddard, 1998 ). Now a
number of interesting facts about
his travels through Sudan, Egypt,
and Jordan have recently come to
light
and
deserve
sharing.
Although best known as the
Norwood doctor who married Lady
Charlotte Braybrooke, before his
marriage he travelled through the
Middle-East leaving evidence of
his visits by carving graffiti into
ancient monuments!
Frederic Hetley was born in
France 17 April 1821, while his
father Richard, was visiting a
fellow glass manufacturer called
Claudet, who eventually set up in
business in London. Richard was
a glass wholesaler with premises
in Soho Square in 1843. (Post Dr Hetley, image ‘colorized’ courtesy of MyHeritage.com
Office Directory, 1843). Frederic is
spelt in the French manner without the usual final English ‘k’. He was baptised
at St Paul, Covent Garden aged 14.
Frederic was apprenticed to an apothecary to train as a doctor from January
1838 to February 1844. Firstly, to an apothecary called Dugald McKellar in
Battersea and then to William Fisher. For some reason he failed to attend an
examination in 1840 and his records show that he absented himself from
lectures on a number of subsequent occasions. In 1840, his transfer to a new
master led to the length of his apprenticeship being extended from five to six
years. (Kennedy, 2019). He was awarded a prize for the study of the diseases
of women and children and a certificate for ‘Medical Jurisprudence’ by the
Middlesex Hospital in July 1842. (Summer Distribution of Prizes, 1842). He
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became a member of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1843 and he qualified to
practice as an apothecary 29 February 1844 (Certifications, 1844).
Frederick appears to have travelled in the Middle East several times before 1853
as his name appears in various English newspaper reports in 1845 and 1847.
Those journeys probably took place at some time during the years 1848, 1849 or
1850. He appears in the 1851 census living with his father in Beaufoy Terrace,
London. In 1853 he gave a talk about ‘some small Stamped Terra Cottas,
supposedly to be Coin found at Palmyra’ to a Literary & Scientific meeting in
London. (Literary and Scientific Meetings, 1853).
Evidence of his travels is found in the form of graffiti carved into ancient
monuments. His name appears at:
1. Luxor, Egypt
2. Semna & Soleb Northern Sudan
3. Petra, Jordan
Assuming he found the ‘terra cottas’ he
gave the talk about, he also visited:
4. Palmyra
His graffiti is not accompanied by dates,
which scholars suggest means they are
‘early’ Victorian.
In all locations his name ‘F Hetley’
appears in capital letters and at Semna
it appears with ‘& J Paget’. Paget was
warden of the college for students at St
Bartholomew’s Medical School from
1843 until 1851.
Locations visited by Frederic Hetley, 18481850.

Hetley’s trip down the Nile to Luxor in
the 1840s, was ‘increasingly common and not especially fraught.’ In contrast, the
long desert routes to Petra and Palmyra ‘were physically hard and very
challenging’. The number of trips undertaken by Hetley was, according to
Professor David Kennedy, ‘a relative rarity.’ (Kennedy, 2019).
Dr Hetley and Sir James Paget knew each other and on several occasions
worked together. They attended Mons Raphael Felix of St James’ Theatre,
London, who was suffering from a ‘severe carbuncle’ as a result of which he died
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from sepsis! The only treatment apparently offered by the two doctors was a
move to Upper Norwood where they thought that the fresh air would ‘have given
a favourable turn to his malady’. (The Late Raphael Felix, 1872). Felix was
resident at the Queens hotel, across the Church Road from Hetley’s Norbury
Lodge and was attended there by Hetley and Paget.
The name Hetley is not a common one and therefore the graffiti at Semna is
confirmation that it was done by Norwood’s Hetley. As it has not only his name
but that of his friend and fellow surgeon J Paget appear together there. Whether
they met on one of Hetley’s tours or were already friends and undertook a tour
together is uncertain. Dr Hetley was a man of determination and courage who
not only served the inhabitants of Norwood as their local doctor but also
undertook adventures not common place during his life time.

Temple at Semna, Northern Sudan: Graffiti of western visitors. Now in National Museum, Khartoum
(Photo: Neal Spencer).
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Graffito of F. HETLEY on the wall of the Khazne at Petra (photo R. Bewley, 2014).

Temple of Soleb, Northern Sudan: Graffiti of western visitors. (Photo: Roger O. De Keersmaecker)

Rupert Montague Browne in ‘Notes on Norwood 1856-68’ described Hetley from
personal memory. (Brown, 1988):
‘In addition to his professional skill, the doctor was always very cheerful,
anecdote-y, and full of fun (he could of course, be severe when he liked,
no one more so probably),….With his bald head, beard, handsome face
and finely cut features, pince-nez probably on nose, and slight shaking of
one leg, a little hesitating in speech, always faultlessly attired, generally in
double-bested blue-black jacket, check trousers, and the inevitable scarlet
geranium in button-hole’.
12

Ramesseum, Luxor. Hetley and others. (Photo: Sketchfab/ Monument Men.)

Stephen Oxford
Works Cited
Brown, R. M. (1988). Norwood's Victorian Doctor Hetley. Norwood Review no. 108 , 16-18.
Certifications. (1844). The Lancet .
Goddard, P. (1998 ). Norbury Lodge and Dr Hetley. Norwood Review no 142 , 12-13.
Kennedy, P. D. (2019). Frederic Hetley. Retrieved 2019, from East of Jordan:
https://eastofjordan.wordpress.com/2019/12/11/frederic-hetley-france-14-april-1821-london-13-march1902-again/
Literary and Scientific Meetings. (1853, December). Morning Post , p. 4.
Post Office Directory. (1843). London.
Summer Distribution of Prizes. (1842, July). Morning Post , p. 5.
The Late Raphael Felix. (1872, July). Norwood News , p. 5.
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JAMES HOLLIS (1815-1890)
A former Norwood resident recalled
in ‘The Story of Norwood’ by J B
Wilson is James Hollis. The book
states
that
he
occupied
a
smallholding and orchard with a
rough squatter’s hut where Gipsy
Road school stands and describes
him as ‘an irascible old man, probably
because the boys who went
“scrumping” in his orchard would
shout “Monkey” after him because of
his simian features’. Details from
sources such as the census, parish
registers and newspapers unfold
more of James’ story.
He was baptised on 30 July 1815 at
Camberwell parish church, a son of
Richard and Elizabeth Hollis. The
register records their abode as
Lambeth but James’ birth place
appears inconsistently in census
records
Norwood
(1851),
Camberwell (1871) and Dulwich
(1881).

James Hollis.

In June 1841, Richard and Elizabeth Hollis were living at Berrymans Lane,
Norwood where Richard was a gardener. It was probably because of their
connection with that part of Gipsy Road (alias Gipsy House Road) that Wilson
reported Bentons Lane was once called Hollis Lane. At the time of that census,
James was a servant living nearby at Elder Road (now Norwood High Street),
probably in a building immediately south of the ‘Kings Head’.
Both James and his wife Eliza Kirk signed their names when they married in
September 1843 at St Mary Newington. Their eight children were born between
1844 and 1860; only the oldest did not survive infancy.
James was a gardener at the time of his marriage, but in August 1844 and again
in December 1846 was recorded as a publican of Fishmonger Alley (later called
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St Margaret’s Court), Southwark. When his son Frederick was buried at
Norwood cemetery in January 1845 the family’s address was recorded as ‘The
Priors Arms’ in Fishmonger Alley – this was probably a mistake for ‘The Paviours
Arms’ as that was the only public house recorded there in the 1851 census.
Newspaper reports in the 1840s described Fishmonger Alley as ‘notorious’, with
stories of theft, defective drainage and prostitution. It is therefore not surprising
that by August 1848, when their third child was christened, the family had moved
away to New Cross. The 1851 census gives James’ occupation as a dealer in
old iron and bone. Ten years later he and his family were still living at the Old
Kent Road.
Richard and Elizabeth remained at Norwood, where they are recorded in the
1851 census as living at Berrymans Lane, Richard’s birth place being shown as
St Mary Cray. It is not known when the family first arrived in Norwood but seems
likely that 80-year-old Mary Hollis of Norwood who was buried at St Luke’s on 7
September 1834 was a relative. The 1861 census includes James’ parents at
Gipsy Road. The details of their burials in the register of Norwood cemetery are:
 12 February 1864 - Elizabeth Hollis of Gipsy House Road aged 81
 13 January 1869 - Richard Hollis of Gipsy Road aged 86
By 1871, cracks were appearing in James’ marriage. The census lists him as a
gardener living at Gipsy Road along with his 13-year-old son Walter, while Eliza
was a green grocer at 911 Old Kent Road. At that time both James and Eliza
said they were married. The 1881 census records Eliza with the same
occupation and address and still described as married. In contrast, James was
living on his own at a ‘cottage near the Board School’ in Gipsy Road and claimed
to be a widower.
James died on 6 February 1890 at Gipsy House Road. He was buried at
Norwood cemetery six days later. The National Probate Calendar records his
residence as ‘formerly of 911 Old Kent Road but late of Gipsy House Road,
Norwood’. Administration was granted to his son William John of 219
Rotherhithe New Road, Bermondsey, the personal estate amounting to
£59.11s.0d. At the end of his life, James really was a widower as Eliza’s death at
the age of 64 had been registered in 1884 at the St Olave Southwark district.
Further details of James’ ancestry and descendants can be seen on the shared
Tree at FamilySearch, where his unique ID is L5VM-DG4.
Francis Howcutt
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MARTIN FARQUHAR TUPPER GOES TO WASHINGTON
Charles Dickens made two tours of The USA. The first was in 1842 and the
second in 1867, when he delivered 76 public readings in 18 cities. This reading
tour netted him an estimated THREE million dollars at current rates. Another
famous Victorian, who lived at the end of his life in Cintra Park, Upper Norwood,
also made two visits to North America in 1851 and 1876 in the hope of cashing
in on his fame but with limited success. His name was Martin Farquhar Tupper,
one of the famous Victorians who today are almost unknown.
Tupper was born in Devonshire Place, Marylebone in 1810. He was educated at
Charterhouse and then Christ Church, Oxford from 1829. In 1830 he won a
competition for an essay on the gospels of Matthew and John. He was asked by
the Professor offering his prize, consisting of £25 worth of books, to give the
runner-up £5 worth of them, as he was a good second. His name was William
Ewart Gladstone.
Although Tupper went on to study at Lincoln’s Inn he did not become a barrister
but entered a literary career as an author and poet. He could afford an artistic life
as his father had given him £10,000, which at the time could generate £300 to
£400 a year on which his family could live comfortably.
In 1837, he published Proverbial Philosophy: ‘A Book of Thoughts and
Arguments’, which placed him on the road to national prominence. His
biographer Derek Hudson says that in the 1840s ‘there was the opportunity for a
new ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ to sustain the early Victorian adventurer in the strange
and disturbing land of telegraphs and photographs, of railways and penny
posts…the one book…that fulfilled these requirements for people of all classes,
from the Queen downwards, was Proverbial Philosophy by Martin F Tupper.’ The
book was a bestseller. The 200,000th copy was sold in 1866 and the 50th edition
published in 1880. This brought him worldwide fame and a steady source of
income from UK sales.
The estimate of the number of copies of Proverbial Philosophy sold in America
varies between one and one and a half million. Due to the absence of
international copyright agreements, he received only 400 dollars from the USA,
and another small payment from a Philadelphia publisher.
Tupper’s first visited the USA in 1851 and Charles Dickens assisted before his
departure by providing some letters of introduction and advice. Dickens wrote to
Tupper on 19 March 1850 giving practical information such as the type of boat to
16

sail in, to take a medicine chest and the number of servants who should
accompany him if the children were going on the journey. In the end he left his
family at home and travelled alone.
He left Liverpool on 27 February 1851 on the 2,266 tons Royal Mail steam ship
Asia, arriving in New York two weeks later.
Tupper journeyed around the
eastern United States and
eastern Canada. He had no set
programme but let friends
organise his itinerary. He also
pursued
publishers
for
payments, unfortunately with
very few positive results. In
April he visited Washington and
met with President Fillmore
who received him in Tupper’s
words ‘very kindly and cordially,
and avowing himself a great
lover of my works and my Internationalism.’ He met the President a second time
on 8 May 1851 and had dinner with him in the White House. Two days later he
accompanied Sir Henry Bulwer, the British Ambassador, to speak to the
Maryland Historical Society in Baltimore.
The Royal Mail Steam Ship Asia

He returned on a paddle steamer on the SS Arctic, at the cost of £27. This boat
was to sink after a collision in fog in September 1854 off Newfoundland, with the
tragic loss of around 315 lives, including all the women and children.
It would be another quarter of a century before Tupper returned to the USA. By
1876 his popularity had fallen, but less so on the other side of the Atlantic. After
a rough voyage, he arrived in New York on 12 October 1876.
Tupper carried out a series of public readings with varying success. A New York
journalist described him as ‘one of the most amiable and kind-hearted
gentlemen’. In Philadelphia, he appeared before an audience of several
thousand. On this trip, he had a breakfast party with the unlikely coupling of P T
Barnum and, a future Liberal Prime Minister, Lord Rosebery. On 22 December
1876, at Delmonico's restaurant in Manhattan, he attended the annual dinner of
the New England Society and met Mark Twain. The Missouri-born author gave a
humorous speech on the subject of the local weather:
17

‘Gentlemen: I reverently believe that the Maker who made us all, makes
everything in New England — but the weather. I don't know who makes that, but
I think it must be raw apprentices in the Weather Clerk's factory, who experiment
and learn how in New England...’
Twain was a fan of Tupper and often quoted him. In 1933, the Oxford English
Dictionary of Quotations reduced the number of Tupper quotations from thirtyfive to one, the last survivor being ‘a good book is the best of friends, the same
today and forever.’
In 1880, Tupper moved with his
family to Underhill, today No 13
Cintra Park. Tupper called the house
a ‘suburban box’ but it was a happy
family home. As an old man he
would visit his daughter’s art studio
climbing the many stairs in a house in
Palace Road where Margaret gave
art lessons. At the end of 1885 he
began to write his autobiography, and
celebrated his golden wedding on 26
November, to his wife Isabelle. He
alludes to the proximity of one of the
great Victorian buildings to their
home when he says at Norwood he is
‘within constant free hearing of the
best music in the world, at the Crystal
Palace.
’

Martin Farquhar Tupper in 1885.

Towards the end of his 1851 visit, whilst in
Philadelphia, he learned that a public reception
had been organised in Cincinnati by the Reverend
Dr B F Tefft, the editor of Ladies Repository a
publication that had described Proverbial
18

13 Cintra Park, Martin Tupper’s
home from 1880 until his death in
1889.

Philosophy as ‘one solid, sparking, priceless gem.’ Tupper did not go as he was
fatigued by the 4,000 miles he had already travelled in nine weeks and the
weather had turned surprisingly hot.
Stuart Hibberd
See also: Victorian Versifier by Adelaid Lubbock, Norwood Review no. 43, Winter 197, p 1826.
I Remember Norwood by E W Clark, Norwood Review no. 5 Winter 1961p22.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DAVID BENTLIFF 1926 - 2020
On the 22 March this year the Norwood Society lost one of its oldest members,
David Bentliff, who died in St. Christopher’s Hospice at the age of 93. David was
educated at Denstone College from which he went up to Lincoln College, Oxford,
in 1947, where he read Law, graduating in 1950. His working life was passed as
a diplomat and senior civil servant, in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
from 1950 to 1967, then in the Department of Trade and Industry from 1967 to
1984, in which year he took up a post as Senior Lecturer in Japanese at the
Central London Polytechnic, from which he finally retired in 1992. Japanese art
and culture was always one of his principal interests in life.
David was a keen and active member of the Norwood Society for many years,
serving on both the Executive Committee and the Planning Sub-committee,
where his special portfolio was transport matters. When members of the novelist
Emil Zola’s family came over to London to attend the launch of the society’s
book of Zola’s photographs, David welcomed them with an address in
impeccable French. And past members of the society’s committee will remember
the many (and often lively) meetings which David and his wife, Bridget, hosted in
the dining room of his fine Edwardian house.

He was a devoted family man, with two daughters, and several grandchildren.
We will miss him very much, and our deepest sympathies go out to Bridget, to
their surviving daughter, Georgina, and son-in-law and their grandchildren.

Philip Goddard
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THE OXFORD ARMS
This is the last in our series of illustrations courtesy of Mike Conrad. It shows the
interior of one of the bars of the Oxford Arms. One of the three public houses in
Norwood New Town, it stood at the corner of Albert Road and Oxford Road.
Albert Road was later to become Naseby Road.
The Oxford Arms was built in 1864 but was subsequently rebuilt in 1926 and
1932. Its first owner in 1865 was William Alfred Abnett, (Cheeseman, 1991).
The Oxford Arms was the longest surviving public house of New Town, outliving
The Eagle, The Fox under the Hill that were converted into private houses before
1910. Walker lists the Victoria Hotel, which stood on Central Hill, as being in
New Town, but it was really outside of the area (Walker, 2001).

The Lounge or Tudor Bar of The Oxford Arms, courtesy of Mike Conrad.

Like many local public houses, the Oxford Arms was an important and popular
focal point for the local community. When opened it belonged to Huggins & Co.
Ltd, Lion Brewhouse, 50 Broad Street (now Broadwick Street), Golden Square,
London W1. (Wiki, 2019). During its life it hosted ‘many generations of darts
players, the men’s club, pub outings, and in later years the loan clubs’.
(Cheeseman, 1991). For many years it was the location of a ‘Slate Club’, a club
20

formed of locals contributing a weekly sum which made payments to those
unable to work due to sickness and paid out accrued sums to members at
agreed dates in the year. (Anon., 1911).
Landlord William Abnett was summonsed for serving beer out of hours in
September 1869. He argued that his clock was wrong and as it was only seven
minutes before opening time he was fined a mere 5 shillings with a caution.
(Anon., 1869).

The location of three of Norwood New Town’s public houses and the Victoria Hotel. The only public
house that remained in 1910 was the Oxford Arms. The Victoria Hotel building is still extant.

Frederick Gardiner, landlord in 1897, was accused of assaulting a customer in
the pub which led to a large gathering of people at Gipsy Hill police station.
When it came to court the case was dismissed and all parties were charged
costs of 10s 6d. (Anon., 1897). Like many public houses in the 19 Century, the
Oxford Arms hosted inquests into local deaths. One such inquest held in January
1883 examined the suspicious death of Robert Tasker, 65, of ‘7 Oxford Terrace’,
probably Oxford Road. Dr Weir, who lived nearby was called out, but made only
a cursory examination, which was later called into question by one of the jurors.
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PC Hayhoe thought the dead man had a fall whilst in a drunken state. It was
even suggested by one witness that Mr Tasker’s death was connected to a
fraudulent life insurance claim. After much deliberation a verdict of ‘Accidental
Death’ was passed. (Anon., 1883).
It appears that the consumption of alcohol and illegal betting went hand in glove
in the Oxford Arms, such activity being brought to the attention of the Gipsy Hill
police on a number of occasions throughout its life. (Anon., 1938 & etc).
As well as the saloon and lounge bars, the Oxford had a ‘Jug & Bottle’, a tiny bar
set aside for consumption off the premises. Shielded from view of the other two
bars there was just enough room to squeeze in. There was a glass barrel which
contained arrowroot biscuits much appreciated by children waiting outside for
their parents.
Following a decision by the House of Lords in 1941 Croydon Corporation revalued the rates of all licensed premises in the borough. To the chagrin of the
landlords most were dramatically raised, many being almost doubled. An appeal
against the rises was abandoned. (Anon., 1941).
Perhaps the longest serving landlord was James Catt, ‘Old Jim’ to his New Town
regulars. He took over the public house in 1916 when according to what he told
a reporter from the Norwood News ‘it was a bit rough’, his son Ronald adding ‘it
was the kind of district where the police went around in twos.’ So rough was the
neighbourhood, that Jim had to close up on several occasions during his early
years in charge. (Anon., 1948). Jim kept the pub open throughout WW2 even
though bombs fell all around and on one night it was slightly damaged. ‘Old Jim’
retired in 1948 after 32 years as landlord.
During the blitz numerous bombs fell in the New Town area causing
considerable devastation, so that in 1944 New Town was described as a
‘disgrace’ by Mr Wilson, local greengrocer. The Westow Hill area of Upper
Norwood was described by another local as a ‘dust hole’. Jim Catt agreed
saying that’ most of New Town was derelict’ following the bombing. (Anon.,
1944).
On VE-Day 1945, things looked brighter and the floodlit Oxford Arms played host
to open air dancing until two in the morning to music amplified by loudspeakers.
Mr Catt said ‘Everyone was happy!’ (Anon., 1945).
At a meeting of the
Croydon, Mitcham and District Licensed Victuallers Protection Society in October
1949 Ronald Catt called for the standardisation of closing hours. Upper
Norwood then had three different closing times, which led to some landlords
losing trade. (Anon., 1949). Margaret Catt, Ronald’s only daughter was married
to local Cyril Kirby in March 1951, their reception of 200 people being held in the
Oxford Arms. (Anon., 1951).
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Croydon Corporation began to compulsory purchase the ‘run down’ properties
from 1955 and by 1967, the area was almost totally bulldozed. (Tsohost, 2020).
The fourth public house with stables in the
vicinity was called the ‘Victoria Hotel’, which
in 1869 was run by a ‘John Leversuch’. A
John Liversuch ran livery stables next to the
White Swan Tavern, now the recently
refurbished Westow House on Westow Hill,
in 1867 but whether they were the same
person is unclear. The Victoria Hotel was
on Central Hill so it was strictly never part of
new Town.
Thomas Masters, an
entrepreneur who made his money, selling
ice cream for which he held the concession
at the Crystal Palace, briefly ran it in its early days. Masters also ran the Beulah
Spa and Royal Crystal Palace Hotel (now the currently empty Grape & Grain at
the top of Anerley Hill) but sadly never made a success of any of those ventures.
The former Victoria Hotel on Central Hill
today.

Stephen Oxford, with extra information from Beryl Cheeseman
Much more information about Norwood New Town may be found in Beryl Cheeseman’s
excellent books:
1. Treetops & Terraces, A Bygone Era of New Town, 1991
2. Treetops & Terraces , And the walls came a-tumbling down, 1994
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FOR THE BENEFIT OF MR KITE!
Norwood became one of
London’s
ultimate
leisure
destinations in the mid 19th
century.
In 1831, one of
England’s
most
notable
architects, Decimus Burton,
designed a spa and pleasure
gardens off what is now Spa
Hill. Its official title was The
Royal
Beulah
Spa
and
Gardens.
It became an
extremely popular venue for
London’s Victorian society, a
particularly notable event being
a ‘Grand Scottish Fete’ on 16th
September 1834.
This is
where a tightrope performer
named
Pablo
Fanque
conquered the Victorian circus
scene, achieving eternal fame
in the Beatles song ‘Being for
the Benefit of Mr Kite.’ Mr Kite
is believed to have been
William Kite, who worked for
Fanque. The lyrics that feature
Fanque are as follows:
‘For the benefit of Mr. Kite
There will be a show tonight on
trampoline
The Hendersons will all be
there

The Pablo Fanque Circus Royal poster from 1843.

Late of Pablo Fanques Fair,
what a scene’
Stephen Oxford
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ONE NIGHT IN UPPER NORWOOD - 16TH APRIL 1941
This is just one night recorded during the Second World War. We lived at the top
end of Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood in a cottage originally built as an
almshouse. The night is 16 April 1941, it is 9pm and the sirens are going. I was
going to the Queen's Hotel with my friend Eric Grunder but changed my mind.
Esther, my sister, had gone to a bridge party - she came home. The guns
started, the German planes arrived, and so did the bombs...
We put our coats on and went upstairs to watch the searchlights but we didn't
feel too safe and came down. We ducked. Boy did they whiz! We decided to
go down into the cellar having done a bit of diving under the table, we watched
the flashes, My! It was a sight.
A knock at the front door, we bundled upstairs, Eric had appeared - they'd
whizzed over him. We did some more ducking, did they shake the house!
Fortunately we've no windows broken, though the lock on the back door was
blown.
"Hark sounds like shrapnel," says Esther lying negligently on her back on the
floor but hark again! Whistles! Fire! Incendiaries. We rose as one and made it
to the front door. Chaos pure and simple reigned. Hell let loose in Upper
Norwood, Esther thought it was the invasion, Eric ran home (to Belvedere House
school, further down Belvedere Road). There were 12 incendiaries waiting for
him on the pitch.
Chaos continues, six or seven flares floated over Frederic Swain's house on the
corner of Tudor Road, more over the printing works at the top end of Belvedere
Road, whistles blowing, people shouting, wardens running, incendiaries
dropping. Wheeoooo, duck German bomber going over, Esther dived for the
hall, I shot into the front room... Breath again, it had gone over.
Suddenly a cry "Get your sandbags, incendiaries at the back!" Mr Farley, our
next door neighbour, shouldered his, Esther shouldered ours - it was too heavy
for me! - and struggled to the back but the incendiaries were over the garden
fence - like fairyland! Back we came, observing as we went a hole in Esther's
sandbag and she was leaving a trail like Hansel & Gretel.
Back, too, came Eric. Mr Tipper's (22 Belvedere Road) roof on fire and a house
lower down. We were afraid they would get us as the flares and incendiaries
were so near our house, it was like daylight.
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A voice issued from our neighbour's open door. Mrs Farley asked us if we would
like to go in with them - she was lying on her tummy in the hall but I said "No
thanks." we were going to bed.
We had cocoa and sandwiches, during which more ducking. Eric went home
and we brought our mattresses downstairs into the middle room. We were hot as
the blackout curtains kept the atmosphere somewhat humid!
12 o'clock, midnight. We went once more to the front. One flare was right over
our house. We craned our necks to watch it float down, pop pop pop tracer
bullets, it slowly faded away. Darkness but that didn't stop them, to and fro went
the planes and sinister red glows started to spread across the sky in all
directions. We undressed, we grew hotter, we slept.
1 o'clock. They came in next door. The barrage was terrific. We awoke.
Pandemonium outside still. Esther said she'd feel safer in her slacks, she put
them on and started walking restlessly round the table. I said "Get a book and
doze..." She returned to bed with William the Gangster by Richmal Crompton.
She fell asleep. Me too.
2 o'clock. It was colossal, it was stupendous, it was a row and we woke with
sore throats, we groaned and grumbled and cursed Hitler in general. We slept.
4.30 am and the floor rose, me too and Esther rose too, we came down again
and did a bit of swaying, strange to say it woke us. We mumbled "Hope it's not a
time bomb, nothing's going to shift me!" Turning over we slept again. Until 7.15
when the wireless next door woke us. We got up sniffling...
I went shopping, arrived at the Post Office in Westow Street. Three doors down
on the corner of Carberry Road, the windows of Wither's Antiques were out; from
then on shops had no windows and no ceilings. On the corner of Gipsy Hill was
Dr Gandy's house - where was the back of it? Nothing was in sight but a high
pile of rubble.
People were grouped in the street, talking, saying that Dr Gandy had been cut
about the head. Glass was piled high along the roads, no papers delivered but
we're still alive through no fault of our own! Some wondered if it was because
on the previous day at 12.30 we had taken down the Crystal Palace tower.
Slowly and sedately the last tower had sunk to the ground, in one piece, no fuss,
no bother - just a tower toppling to a small bang...
M R LEE
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WILLIAM PAWSON
William Pawson was an important local land owner during the 1800s. According
to the 1847 Tithe map he owned the whole of the Whitehorse Estate which
included the Whitehorse farm and the Beulah Spa grounds. He was a wealthy
magistrate living in Farnley, a parish of Leeds, Yorkshire. He made his money
as a woollen cloth merchant. Pawson was never resident in Norwood but his
name survives locally: Pawson’s Road, Pawson’s Arms, and Pawson’s Place.
Also to be found is Farnley Road, off Whitehorse Road, named after the village
William lived in. The tithe allotments for 1847 showed that by then he owned 93
plots of land in Norwood. He was one of the major land owners in Croydon
along with the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Guardians of the Whitgift Poor
Hospital and the Brighton & London Railway company.
South Norwood Hill is shown on Roque's map of 1745 as Beggars Hill and also
on the 1800 inclosure map but an 1818 map names it as Beaulieu Hill.
Crutchley's map of 1826 names it Beggars Hill and so does Robert's map of
1847. Beggars Hill was officially named South Norwood Hill in 1864 at a
meeting of the Croydon Board of Health on 7th June 1864. On the Ordnance
Survey six-inch map surveyed 1867-68 and published in 1872 it is clearly named
‘South Norwood Hill’. The section between Southern Avenue and the High
Street is named Pawson's Place. However a pillar standing at the corner of
Holmesdale Road and South Norwood Hill states it was ‘Pawson’s Road’.

William Pawson was born on 16
August 1794 in Farnley, Yorkshire.
His father was Thomas Pawson.
The 1847 Poll Book for Leeds
records that William owned Stone
Bridge Mill and associated buildings
in Stone Bridge Lane, Wortley,
Leeds. Although extant today they
Pawson’s Road, South Norwood Hill.
are largely derelict. There are major
plans to transform historic mill buildings into 28 homes and build 98 new
townhouses. Protected Stonebridge Mills, which dates back to pre-1805 as a
steam-powered woollen mill, is Grade II Listed. However, a planning statement
by developers Stonebridge Mills Ltd says the redevelopment of the historic mills
would be ‘sympathetic’.
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There is some confusion about his wife’s name as it appears as Eliza Ann in the
1851 census but Sarah in the 1861 census. He married Eliza Ann Beverley in
September 1844. They had five children: Thomas 1845, William 1848, John
1849, Albert 1850, and Charles Hall 1852.
William made his money as
a
woollen
cloth
manufacturer and merchant
in the Wortley district of
Leeds.
According to the
1861 census he employed
197 men, 40 boys, 97
women and 32 girls.
He
invested his money buying
land in Norwood including
the 50 acre Whitehorse farm
where he employed three
farmhands and a boy. As
the land was heavy London clay it was probably a dairy farm producing milk for
local customers. He became a local magistrate in Leeds but seems to have no
interest in Norwood other than land ownership.
Stone Bridge Mills site in 1890.

On his death on 3 December 1863
Whitehorse farm was passed to his
youngest son Charles Hall Pawson.
Charles was married in 1879 to Celia
Emma Cane in St Bartholomew’s,
Church, Sydenham. Like his father
Charles worked in the manufacture of
woollen cloth industry and continued
to live in Farnley until his death at the
young age of 32 in 1885, when he left
his estate (£3 million at today’s value)
to his brother John.

Stonebridge Mills today.

An interesting co-incidence is that there is a 19th century coaching inn located in
Farnley named the ‘Beulah’!
Stephen Oxford with additional material from Alex Venour
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OYSTERS FOR SALE IN SOUTH NORWOOD
In the 19th century, oysters
were plentiful and cheap; and
were sold on almost every
street corner in London.
Oysters were very popular
with the lower classes that
used oysters as a substitute
for expensive beef in stews
and soups. One of their most
popular Victorian dishes was
oyster pie.
Oysters were fished on a
massive scale by the mid
19th century. In the 1864,
over 700 million oysters were
consumed in London alone;
and oyster fisheries employed
around
120,000
people
across the UK. The best
oyster-growing conditions are
to be found where there is
protection from rough seas,
but where there is still a tidal
current to carry food to the
larvae. Farmers in Sussex
built dykes to enclose large
areas of salt water, with
channels cut through them to
let in the tidal swell. The
remnants of these dykes, or
bunds, can still be seen at the

Wood’s Oyster Bar, 6 Station Road, South Norwood, ‘colorized’
image courtesy of MyHeritage.com
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northern end of Hayling Island, although the local council is now digging them up
to turn into gravel. Nearby, on a tiny islet in Langstone Harbour, a family of
oyster farmers established their home in 1819. My great-grandfather was a local
fisherman in Langstone Harbour in the early 1900’s and unfortunately died in
1944 from food poisoning after eating oysters out of season.
Oysters became over-fished by the mid 20th century, and natural oyster stocks
became desperately low. In 1964, only three million oysters were fished from UK
waters. In 1965, the robust Pacific Oyster (native to Japan's Pacific coast) was
introduced to UK waters by the UK government under quarantine to replace the
low stocks of the UK Native Oyster. (Anon., 2020).

Charles Edward Wood
ran an oyster bar in 1898
at 6 Station Road, South
Norwood; long since
demolished. During the
1850s in London oysters
could be had for as little
as four a penny however
close
examination
suggests that by the time
Window display CE Wood, 6 Station Road.
this
photograph
was
taken Mr Wood was
asking 2d each for his! He ran his oyster shop in Station Road between 1898
and 1910. In 1905, he let out the rooms above his shop and moved to live at his
new venture in Atlantic Road, Brixton.

Stephen Oxford
Works Cited
Anon., 2020. Simply Oysters. [Online]
Available at: https://simplyoysters.com/oyster-history
[Accessed 2020].

30

POSTCARD FROM WG GRACE TO A HAROLD ROAD RESIDENT
Ernest Heald invited WG Grace, of
cricketing fame now buried in what was
Crystal Palace cemetery, in September
1904 to a game of ‘table’ bowls. As
can be seen from the address on WG’s
reply card Ernest was then living at 49
Harold Road, Upper Norwood.
WG
declined on the grounds that ‘your
game is not in my line’!

Heald had given a demonstration of’
table bowls’ at the Crystal Palace 29
March 1902. (Anon., 1902). But he
was also a keen and successful
cricketer so whether he invited Grace
to table bowls is uncertain. Possibly
there was a misunderstanding on
Grace’s part.
In his later years
Grace played bowls but probably
table bowls was a step too far?
Table bowls, still played today, was
an alternative use of billiard tables.
Newspaper articles refer to Heald as from the Philippine Islands but he was born
in Pendleton, Lancashire in 1845 to Nicholas and Mary Heald. Nicholas was a
member of the Guild of Merchant Taylors and proposed Ernest’s Freedom of the
City of London in 1895. Ernest spent some time at Dagupan in the Philippines in
the early 1890s. He had married Blanch Anne Octavia Henry Moore in 1886 and
was accompanied by her to the Philippines where their first son, Stephen
Herbert, was born in 1890. The Healds were living in Liverpool in 1895 but by
1901 had moved to 6 South Croxted Road when he was recorded as a company
secretary. The 1911 census shows them living at number 49 Harold Road,
Upper Norwood.
A competent cricket player, Ernest played for several teams into his 70s.
Stephen Oxford
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MYHOUSE/MYSTREET - NORWOOD STREET HISTORIES
We now have our norwoodstreethistories.org.uk website live. This can be found
under ‘street histories’ on the Norwood Society website. We were delighted to
incorporate some excellent illustrations from Callum Richardson for our home
page and to upload research that has been compiled by our group of volunteers
since April 2018. The website includes material on Rockmount Road, Highview
Road, Vermont Road, South Vale, Harold Road, Cintra Park, Woodland Road,
Woodland Hill, Cawnpore Street, Bristow Road, and Berridge Road in Upper
Norwood and Howden Road, South Norwood Hill, Grange Road and Lancaster
Road, South Norwood.
Stephen
Oxford,
Ruth Hibberd and
Francis Howcutt are
the website editors
for South Norwood,
Upper Norwood and
West
Norwood
respectively.
We
are also looking to
include material on
streets
in West
Norwood.
The
website is still very
much in its infancy
and we welcome
volunteers to join us
in our continuing research. Details of how to get involved can be found on the
website. So whether you have memories, wish to conduct research or have
archive material including photographs you wish to contribute please do get in
touch.
Harold Road, artwork by Callum Richardson

Our group of volunteers continues to meet regularly. Our next meeting takes
place on Sunday May 10 at 2 p.m. We held our first virtual meeting via the
Zoom conferencing app on Sunday April 5 successfully. The focus of discussion
was the website and how it might be improved.
Ruth Hibberd
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PLANNING NOTES
In the last Review, I reported on the increasing number of unsuitable planning
applications being submitted across the Norwood Area. This has not changed,
we are increasingly concerned that developers are taking advantage of the
lockdown and submitting applications hoping local residents will not spot them.
Virtual planning committees are now considering applications in Croydon. If you
can, regularly check your Councils website for planning applications submitted in
your area. Do not assume you will be sent a consultation letter if your neighbour
submits an application as they sometimes get lost in the post.
In February a major outline application was submitted by LB Bromley for Crystal
Palace Park that contains some controversial elements including proposals to
build 210 flats in two areas of the park and the rebuilding of the Capel Manor
College Farm site and plus an additional site adjacent to the Crystal Palace
Museum.
At the time of writing there are two contentious Brick-by-Brick applications
attracting large numbers of objections from local residents. The first a lock up
garage site between properties in Crystal Terrace and Hancock Road, Upper
Norwood, for the erection six, 2 storey dwellings. The second is for the erection
of a part 3 part 4 storey building containing 9 flats on green open space on
Crescent Way/Covington Way. Apart form the loss of green space this proposal
would impact on the adjacent Norwood Grove Conservation Area and Norwood
Grove Park listed Grade II on the English Heritage Register of Historic Parks and
Gardens. It is anticipated that an application for another Brick-by-Brick scheme
for College Green, Upper Norwood that will include a 13-storey block of flats will
be submitted soon.
In Downsview Road off Beulah Hill residents are fighting an application for the
demolition of a bungalow at 19 Downsview Road and the erection of a 3 floor
block containing 9 flats. The application for demolition and the erection of 8 flats
on the adjacent site 21 Downsview Road has been withdrawn.
In West Norwood, a public meeting to discuss proposals for a large waste metal
facility in Windsor Grove has been cancelled due to the lockdown. To find out
what’s happening to this potential application I suggest you check the Norwood
Action Group website for more information.

Marian Girdler
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LOCAL SCENES IN NORWOOD APRIL 2020

Norwood 2020 in ‘Lock Down’, some local scenes, including the queue for Sainsbury’s
on Westow Street, South Norwood Hill with no traffic and a variety of window displays.
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FIND YOUR
PERFECT HOME

Winkworth Crystal Palace
020 8655 9530

| crystalpalace@winkworth.co.uk

45-47 Westow Hill, Crystal Palace, SE19 1TS

winkworth.co.uk/crystal-palace

