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EDITOR’S NOTES 

Following on from the article about the Bricklayer’s Arms in Review 231 and the 

publishing of Wendy Barne’s memories of the ‘Brick’ on the Society’s new 

website Norwood Street Histories, and an informative communication from Jenny 

Iliff, one of the present occupants of the converted ‘Brick’ I am delighted to say 

we have two further connected articles.  Firstly about the Norwood Brewery and 

the Brewery Tap that were next door and a very important Norwood resident, so 

far sadly overlooked, but surely deserving of a blue plaque, Thomas Wallis. 

Tony Thorne’s article about AC 

Cars originally based in West 

Norwood triggered my research 

into the lives of its two founder 

members John Weller and John 

Portwine.  Stuart’s research has 

unearthed a hitherto little know 

important local football and 

shuttlecock manufacturer; 

Webber Sports of South 

Norwood. 

Contributions from residents past and present also continue with memories from 

Robin Phillips about his wartime vaccination at the Stanley Halls, South 

Norwood. 

No current edition would be complete without a contribution under the name of 

Cheeseman, this time about Ernest Street, now Avenue, West Norwood from 

Beryl’s husband Richard. 

Thanks go to John Brown of the Streatham Society for sharing his photograph of 

Elizabeth Fold’s shop and Christine Jones for her painstaking research into 

Elizabeth’s family history. 

If you have a photograph or memory of Norwood we would be delighted to hear 

from you.  Original photographs can be returned and as a copy of every edition 

is placed in the British Library Archive what better way to ensure your family 

history is preserved for future generations. 

Without your contributions the Review would lack its current variety and 

interesting content. 

Stephen Oxford 
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THOMAS WALLIS ARCHITECT 1873 – 1953 

Thomas Wallis’s architecture is 

loved by those who appreciate 

Art Deco style but Nikolaus 

Pevsner the famous German 

architectural historian described 

his Hoover factory as ‘perhaps 

the most offensive of the 

modernistic atrocities along this 

road’ (Western Avenue, Perivale).  

Thomas Wallis was the architect 

of some of the best-known inter-

war 

industrial buildings:  Firestone; 

Hoover; Glaxo Laboratories; 

Victoria 

Coach Station to name but a few 

and yet his name is unknown by 

many and even less know that he was born in the Bricklayer’s Arms, Chapel 

Road, West Norwood.   

Thomas Wallis was born to 

Thomas and Sarah Wallis in 

1873.  His father was a 

bricklayer born in Norwood in 

1841.  Thomas’s grandfather, 

also called Thomas was a 

bricklayer and later a building 

contractor who was involved 

in the construction of 

Dorchester House, London  in 

1853.  Thomas’s father 

diversified his income from 

bricklaying by becoming a 

‘Licensed Victualler’ and 

landlord of the Bricklayers 

Thomas Wallis, courtesy of RIBApix. 

The Hoover Factory, Western Avenue, Perivale 1936. 
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Arms, Chapel Road, West Norwood.  For further information about the 

Bricklayer’s Arms please see Norwood Review 221, pp5-6. And the Society’s 

website: 

 https://norwoodstreethistories.org.uk/street/chapel-road/ 

Where Thomas was educated is unknown but at some point he may well have 

studied at Norwood Technical College which then stood at the junction of Chapel 

Road and Knight’s Hill.  

Thomas’s first employment was as a grocer’s assistant in a Chapel Road store 

which was part of the Bricklayers, (1891 Census).  Thomas trained as an 

architect in the practice of Sidney R J Smith at 14 York Buildings, John Street, 

Adelphi, London.  During his years with Sidney Smith, Wallis would have learnt 

much about the design of public buildings.  This is where Wallis would have 

gained the skill of relating his buildings to site and status.  Wallis brought 

monumentality and his own taste in decoration to his building designs.  He was 

elected as a member of the Society of Architects 13 December 1900 and was 

then practising on his own account at 15 York Buildings.   

Wallis married his first 

cousin Edith Elizabeth 

Wallis at Christ Church, 

Streatham 4 October 

1899.  Initially they lived 

at 3 Holmewood 

Gardens, Streatham 

where Douglas Thomas 

was born 3 November 

1900.  In order to support 

his family he took 

employment as a 

temporary draughtsman in 

HM Office of Works and 

Public Buildings in 1901.  They moved to ‘Doric’ 3A Streatham Place, off Brixton 

Hill where their second son James Courtney, was born 12 December 1905.  He 

was promoted to the post of Architectural Assistant First Class in 1913. Their 

daughter Marjorie was born 26 December 1914.  Douglas eventually became an 

architect working in his father’s partnership. 

From 1905 to 1913 he collaborated with James Bowden but although they 

entered a number of designs for various public buildings none was built until the 

Former office buildings of The General Electric Company, 

Birmingham. 
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1909 extension of Stoke-on-Trent town hall; Marylebone Town Hall and the Port 

of London Authority head office; all of which enhanced their income and 

reputation.  Their drawings, mostly by Wallis, were praised for their clarity and 

excellence.  This partnership came to an end by 1913 when Wallis was based at 

Queen Anne Chambers, Tothill Street.  He was granted the ‘Freedom of the City 

of London’ 14 November 1912. 

In 1916 Wallis moved his practice to Caxton House close to the offices of an 

American company, Trussed Concrete Steel Limited (Truscon).  Working as 

Wallis, Gilbert & Partner he collaborated with Truscon designing numerous 

industrial buildings.  Whether Gilbert ever existed or the name was used a ploy 

to make his practice sound more substantial is not known.  This system used 

concrete beams and reinforced iron bars, enabling his factories to appear light 

and airy.  Wallis was ambitious and his partnership with Truscon provided 

resources and a large base of clients at a time after the First World War when 

competition in the building trade was great.   

Wallis was an astute 

businessman 

understanding that his 

business had to sell his 

designs and so he was 

mixing socially with 

potential clients and 

speaking the same 

language as them.  He 

persuaded clients that 

workers housed in modern 

buildings and were well-

treated were more likely to 

remain loyal and highly 

productive.  Manufacturing 

companies recognised the need to devolve their activities into separate but 

intercommunicating departments something that Wallis excelled in designing.  In 

a talk to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in 1933 he stressed the 

importance of high standards of materials and workmanship as being the most 

economical approach in the long run.  He regarded his designs as permanent 

contributions to what, in the future, might be regarded as the period style 

‘George V’. 

Victoria Coach Station, London 
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Wallis was a popular, if unconventional figure, affectionately known as ‘Tommy’.  

He was good company, an asset to social gatherings and popular with his 

clients, many of whom became his personal friends.  His busy social life, 

constantly ‘roving eye’ and ‘extra-marital activities’ threatened his marriage to 

Edith!  Shortly after the death of their son Douglas on an operating table in 1932 

they lived apart for some months.  Reconciliation the following year was not 

successful and in 1933 they separated for good.  Thomas then set up house with 

his former secretary Doris Mary Rudland, some 28 years his junior. By 1939 

Thomas had moved to ‘Droyston’ a substantial semi-detached house in 

Stanhope Road, Hornsey by which time he was living with just a single domestic 

servant. 

Thomas did maintain his earlier family in considerable comfort and took an 

interest in their welfare.  He wrote to his grandson Christopher encouraging his 

interest in classical architecture.  Christopher later became an architect. 

Edith died 5 November 1946 and Thomas and Doris married the following April, 

moving their home firstly to Roehampton, then later to Chalfont St Giles, Ruislip, 

and Gerrard’s Cross.  Thomas and Doris moved house to Worthing 2 May 1953 

when Thomas was almost 81.  He died suddenly two days later at the new 

house, 37 West Parade, Worthing.   His architectural practice continued under a 

number of similar names until eventually it was subsumed into a larger company. 

Thomas Wallis was a draughtsman 

and watercolourist of no mean 

talent.  His leanings were as much 

in the direction of the art of his 

chosen profession as its basic 

structural aspects. Although always 

possessed by a strong commercial 

understanding his attitude to design 

was always informed by an 

appreciation of the visual impact of 

buildings and their relation to their 

environment.  Perhaps his most 

important contribution to 

architectural design was his involvement in the development of the ‘daylight 

factory’.  His modern reinforced concrete factories were accompanied by 

Egyptian-style decoration for which he is now often admired. 

Stephen Oxford 

Tilling-Stevens Factory, Maidstone, Kent. 
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Sources: 

Form and Fancy: Factories and Factory Buildings by Wallis, Gilbert and Partners, 1916-1939 by Joan 

S Skinner 

https://thebeautyoftransport.com/category/architectsdesigners/wallis-gilbert-and-partners/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallis,_Gilbert_and_Partners 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4207561 

 

 

Buildings designed by Wallis: 

 Tilling-Stevens Factory, Maidstone, Kent, 1917, Grade II listed.  

 Caribonum Factory, Leyton, London, 1918. 

 General Electrical Company Witton Works, Electric Avenue, Birmingham 1920, Grade II 

listed. 

 The Solex Factory, Marylebone Road, London, 1925. 

 Wrigley's Factory, Wembley, London, 1926. 

 The Shannon Factory, Kingston, London, 1928. 

 EMI factory, Hayes, 1927–29 

 Firestone Tyre Factory, Great West Road, Brentford, Middlesex, 1928-1929 

(Demolished 1980). 

 Pyrene Building, Great West Road, Brentford, 1929-1930 

 Tower and extension to the 'Alaska' factory, Bermondsey, London 1930s. 

 Albion Motor Car Company Ltd Works, Scotstoun, Glasgow 1930. 

 India Tyre Factory, Inchinnan 1930-1931. 

 Daimler Hire Garage, 9 Herbrand Street, London 1931. 

 British Bemberg Factory, Doncaster, Yorkshire, 1931. 

 Hoover Factory, Western Avenue, Perivale 1931-1938. 

 Victoria Coach Station, London, 1931-1932 

 Coty Cosmetics Factory, Great West Road, Brentford, 1932. 

 ASEA Factory (latterly the Hawker Siddeley Power Transformer Factory before its 

closure in 2003),[6] Walthamstow, 1936. 

 Simmonds Aerocessories, later Beecham's Pharmaceuticals Factory, Great West 

Road, Brentford, 1936-1942. 

The firm also designed a number of bus garages for London Transport and its predecessors 

at:-  

 Addlestone, Surrey 

 Amersham, Buckinghamshire 

 Epping, Essex 

 Grays, Essex 

 Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire 

 Hertford, Hertfordshire 

 Peckham, London (demolished 1995)  

 Reigate, Surrey 

 St Albans, Hertfordshire (in collaboration with Adams, Holden & Pearson) 

 Tring, Hertfordshire. 
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WELLER AUTOCARS & ACCESSORIES AND AUTOCARRIERS 
LTD.  

Premises at: 158a Norwood Road and Thomas Place, West Norwood, and 42a, 
Martell Road, West Norwood, London, SE21 8EE. 

One of Britain’s oldest motor car 
manufacturers, A.C. was initially created 
through the work of two men: John Weller and 
John Portwine; the first an engineer, the 
second, an entrepreneurial butcher.  

That part, at least, is fairly straightforward; 
what is more complicated is the rather 
circuitous route that this development took, 
together with the slight uncertainty over the 
exact location of the business's premises. 

John Weller, the son of a bookseller, was born 
in New Cross, south east London, in 1877.  By 
1891, his family had moved the few miles 
south to 173 Selsdon Road in West Norwood, 
and in 1901 was living at 57 Idmiston Road, a 
residential street leading off the main 
thoroughfare through West Norwood.  

In 1900 or 1901, John Weller established an 
engineering business with his elder brother Harry, under the name of Weller 
Brothers.  A year or so later, in 1902, John Portwine joined the partnership.  He 
was the owner of a chain of local butchers (The London & Suburban Meat 
Stores), and it was he who provided the financial backing for the Weller brothers, 
enabling them to build their first motor bicycle and car.  

The Weller motor bicycle was made between 1902 and 1904, and Weller’s first 
cars were exhibited at the 1903 Crystal Palace Motor Show.  With two stands at 
the exhibition, Weller Brothers are listed as showing nine motor bicycles, 
together with a 10 h.p and a 20 h.p car.  

It has not been possible to track down any information about the smaller car, but 
details of the more powerful version are well documented - a design that was 
well ahead of its time.  In order to reduce the transmission of vibration from the 
chassis to the drive unit, the four-cylinder, 20 h.p engine, together with the 
gearbox, silencer, and radiator were together mounted on a separate subframe, 
suspended from the main chassis.  In a six-page review of the car, Autocar 
stated: ‘… in all details of the Weller car, there is food for much reflection…. We 
foresee a brilliant future for the car and its talented designer.’  

John Weller & John Portwine. 
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Despite this acclaim, only one Weller car appears to have been made.  The 
difficulties of larger scale production indicated that the project would not be 
economic and, with costs mounting, John Portwine proposed that they should 
instead focus on the cheaper end of the market. 

He suggested that something small and practical might have greater sales 
potential – perhaps a simpler vehicle for the commercial market.  

The outcome was a three-wheel 
delivery vehicle with a 5.6 h.p air-
cooled single-cylinder engine and a 
chain drive to a single rear wheel.  
As on the original Weller, the 
engineering was of the highest 
standard, ensuring that the vehicle 
was robust and reliable.  The main 
frame was made of ash, reinforced 
by birch panels, once again 
supporting a tubular steel frame on 
which the engine was mounted.  
Steering was via a hinged tiller, and 
the two-and-a-quarter gallon petrol 

tank gave the driver a range of between 75 and 100 miles.  

The Wellers called the new vehicle the Auto-Carrier and founded a new 
company, Autocars and Accessories Ltd, for its manufacture. 

Launched in 1904, the Auto-Carrier found an immediate market, and was taken 
up by many of the big London stores and businesses throughout Britain.  It was 
built at two adjacent sites in West Norwood, less than 100 yards apart: Thomas 
Place and 158a Norwood Road.  Confusingly, properties on Norwood Road were 
re-numbered in 1913, and Thomas Place re-named Waylett Place.  This means 
that the former 158a Norwood Road is now 300 Norwood Road, and in 2021 is a 
Texaco service station. 

Looking at both sites today, it is difficult to decide precisely where the Autocars 
and Accessories workshops might have been situated.  Waylett Place and the 
area behind the service station still contain a number of small industrial 
buildings.  This could well have been the main factory area, with the offices and 
showroom fronting on to the main road. 

In 1907, the company introduced a passenger variant of the Auto-Carrier 
together, once again, with a change in the company name to Autocarriers Ltd.  
Known first as a Tricar, and later as a Sociable, the earliest models had the 
passenger sitting in the cargo space, directly in front of the driver.  However, the 
design was soon modified to allow driver and passenger to sit side-by-side.  A 

A three wheeled ‘AutoCarrier’.  
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three-seater variant was also offered, with the driver sitting at the rear, above the 
engine.  

The Auto-Carrier and the two-seater 
Tricar were each priced at £85, with the 
three-seater costing £10 extra.  It was 
on the Tricar, in 1907, that the 
abbreviation A.C was first used.  

Part of the Auto-Carrier’s success in 
sales almost certainly lay in its 
adaptability. It competed, with some 
success, in motor sport (driven by John 
Portwine himself), and was also 
modified for military purposes, as a 
troop and machine gun carrier.  Coincidentally, Hiram Maxim, inventor of the first 
automatic machine gun, lived less than a mile away from the Auto-Carrier 
factory, at Thurlow Park, West Dulwich.  

It is likely that around this time, and certainly by 1909, that Autocarrier took on an 
additional premises about half-a-mile away at 42a Martell Road, probably 
located behind today's 42-58 Martell Road.  However, the popularity of the little 
three-wheeler, for both private and commercial purposes, meant that still more 
space was required.  In 1911 the company was once again on the move, this 
time to a former Victorian engineering works at Thames Ditton in Surrey. 

Several sources indicate that between 1907 and 1909 a motor dealer, Douglas S 

Cox, also traded from Thomas Place (possibly 10a).  He is also credited with 

manufacturing the Emerald car, a light two-seater voiturette (1903-04), and later 

the Osterfield (1907-09), which reportedly was produced in four, six, and eight-

cylinder versions.  Reference to an Osterfield Tri-car has also been found in a 

sales catalogue for an auction held in Isleworth, Middlesex in October 1918. 

Tony Thorpe 

Thanks to Stuart Hibberd of the Norwood Society for his help in preparing this article. 

Sources:     

• The History of A.C Cars Ltd, R.G. Henderson, Fullerton & Lloyd, 1952.  

• AC Two-litre Saloons & Buckland Sports Car, Leo Archibald, Veloce Publishing Ltd, 2002. 

• Surrey and the Motor, Gordon Knowles, Surrey Industrial History Group, 2005.  

https://www.accars.eu/ac-cars-history/ 

https://www.britainbycar.co.uk/west-norwood/556-weller-autocars-accessories-and-

autocarriers-ltd 

 
 



11 
 

WELLER AND PORTWINE  

Following on from Tony Thorpe’s interesting article about AC Cars this article 

focusing on the two main characters, John Weller and John Portwine, is intended 

to shine a little more light on them and their very different lives.  They had two 

different roles in the business: Weller was the brains behind car design and 

manufacture and Portwine was the entrepreneurial financier who made it all 

possible. 

JOHN WELLER 

John Weller came from a working class 

background.  He was born in Forest Hill 28 

November 1877 to Harry and Sarah Ann Weller.  

He was the third of nine children; William S 1875, 

Harry E 1876, John 1877, Lily 1878, Thomas 

1880, Ernest 1881, Marguerite 1884, Harold A 

1885, Septimus Beresford 1892.  Harry was a 

bookseller’s clerk from Brighton who worked in a 

series of station bookshops across south London.  

By the time John was three the family had moved 

to Deptford and then on to Selsdon Road, West 

Norwood before 1901 they finally settled at 57 

Idmiston Road, West Norwood.   With seven sons 

all gainfully employed and the income from a 

‘boarder’ Harry was able to afford the large semi-

detached house named ‘Wickford’ in Idmiston 

Road, West Norwood.    

 

Eldest son William became an ‘engineer fitter’ whilst Harry Jnr followed his father 

into the station newsagent trade.  John also became an engineer and was 

followed into the car manufacturing business by youngest son Septimus.  The 

three of them were noted as motor engineers, repairers and manufacturers of 

cars and motorcycles.  They were appointed as repair agents for De Dion-

Bouton.   

 

De Dion-Bouton was a French automobile and railcar 

manufacturer operating from 1883 to 1953.  The company set 

up in Paris in 1883 and initiallybegan work on steam engines 

for boats but went on to produce steam powered three and 

four wheeled automobiles.  They claimed the first official land 

John Weller. 
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speed record, set in 1898, 63.15 km/h (39.24 mph).  By 1889 they had 

developed an internal combustion engine, initially for a tricycle, but by 1900 a 

four-wheeler was produced.  By which time De Dion-Bouton was the largest 

automobile manufacturer in the world, producing 400 cars and 3,200 engines. 

Interestingly this included a small number of electric cars. (Wikipedia, 2021). 

 

What is not clear is whether the 

Weller Brothers were producing 

tricycles and cars under license 

from De Dion-Bouton or to their 

own design.  However the 1911 

census records John as a ‘motor 

car manufacturer’ and Septimus 

as a ‘motor car engineer’.   It may 

well be that it was John’s idea to 

use light-alloy body panels on the 

cars they produced which was a 

revolutionary step at the time.  The Weller Brothers were appointed Official 

Repairer to the Automobile Club in 1902.  As stated in the preceding article they 

exhibited a 10 & 20 HP Weller Touring Car at the 1903 Crystal Palace 

Automobile Show.  

 

John was obviously a kind and thoughtful employer as when two of his young 

employees, Arthur Shaw aged 16 and Roland Mann aged 16, came up at the 

South Western Police Court in October 1911 charged with stealing motor fittings 

from the Weller’s premises at 42 Martell Road John stated that he was willing to 

take them ‘back to his employ’.  Shaw’s father accepted responsibility should 

there be further problems and Mann was placed on probation. (News, A Kind 

Prosecutor, 1911).  John died in the summer of 1966 in Tonbridge, Kent. 

 

Siblings Thomas and William appear to have emigrated to the United States in 

1900 and 1906 respectively and in the 1910 census are recorded as ‘auto 

engineers’ living and working together in Manhattan, New York.  Sadly they were 

both recorded as recently unemployed.  Little further is known about their 

fortunes in the United States though William married the daughter of an Irish 

immigrant named Delia.  If they did not make a go of life in Manhattan they may 

have returned to England as there is a grave in Surbiton cemetery for a William 

S Weller dated October 1931. 
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Septimus moved to Surbiton, continued working in the motor industry, and 

married Henrietta Hardy in 1923.  He was prosecuted for driving at 40mph in a 

30mph zone in November 1935! (News, Motorist's Error!, 1935).  He seems to 

have outlived his brothers and died in 1974 after moving to Bristol. 

 

JOHN PORTWINE 

John Portwine was born 13 October 1866 in 

Camberwell to Robert and Martha Portwine.  

His father was a master butcher and John 

would have grown up in somewhat different 

circumstances to his later partner John 

Weller.     John was baptised not in 

Camberwell but at St Giles-in-the-Fields, 

between New Oxford Street and 

Shaftesbury Avenue.  John was the first of 

eight children; Lilly 1868; Arthur 1870; 

George 1873; Kate 1875; Rose 1877; Harry 

1879; Nellie 1883.   

Even from his youngest years the 

household included at least two servants.  

Initially the Portwine family lived in 

Camberwell close to Robert’s butchers shop 

and then at 7 Fenwick Road, Peckham. 

John followed his father into trade as a butcher’ in 1891 living above his own 

shop at 59 Camberwell Church Street and then by 1901 at 6 The Parade, 

Norwood Road. On his retirement before 1911 he remained in Norwood moving 

to 25 Lancaster Avenue. 

Even as a butcher John was quick to spot a money-earning opportunity and at a 

time when there was resistance to chilled and frozen imported meat he opened a 

chain of butcher’s shops’ The London Suburban Meat Store, to supply the poorer 

people of South London with good quality meat from overseas.  This venture 

proved a successful innovation and soon everyone was eating meat imported 

from the Dominions. 

At the turn of the twentieth century he realised the potential of travel by autocar 

using the wealth already accumulated he formed a partnership with John Weller 

who had already established the Weller Brothers autocar business not far from 

his Norwood shop.  He rented larger premises for them at nearby 42a Martell 

John Portwine. 
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Road and AC cars was established.  The cars produced by AC were sold as far 

away as Japan, and Weller and Portwine prospered together. 

Motoring called for services and John Portwine built and established what was, 

at the time, the most modern garage and service station in South London – the 

Lancaster Motor Company.  It was next to where the Regal cinema 304 Norwood 

Road, demolished in 1981, later stood. 

Portwine’s next entrepreneurial investment was in his son-in-law’s world famous 

Tannoy sound equipment.  Guy Fountain, a garage owner, was its founder and 

chief director.  

Even in retirement he 

did not stand still and 

when large-scale 

building development by 

private enterprise was 

going ahead between 

the wars Portwine 

entered the building trade.  He financed the Hamilton Joinery Works in Hamilton 

Road, West Norwood for the mass production of doors and window frames for 

the large estate developers.  

He was a deacon at Chatsworth Baptist Church, Chatsworth Road, West 

Norwood  and an early member of the West Norwood Rotary Club.  He was also 

a frequent visitor to Turney Road Special School for children with a physical 

disability, still operating today as part of the Lansdowne Turney Federation. 

(News, John Portwine Dies at Dorking Home, 1958). 

After his move from Lancaster Avenue to Sussex in the 1920s Portwine was still 

up for new ventures.  He became a printer and publisher, securing control of the 

Mid-Sussex Times, a local newspaper and printing business which prospered 

under his direction. 

 

Top of the front page of the Mid-Sussex Times, 19 December 1939.  Director J Portwine. 
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It was noted in his obituary in the Norwood News that the name John Portwine 

was linked closely with many charities and social organizations in the district, his 

name being a by-word for ‘good and generous living, and for pioneering 

enterprise’.  

John Portwine was an enthusiastic motorist, sometimes too enthusiastic!  He 

obtained his first steam driven vehicle in 1901 but did not get a license until 1902 

when it was only the fourth to be issued.  In 1915 he was summonsed for 

exceeding the motor speed limit on the Chelsea Embankment, his fifth conviction 

for the same offence!  He was fined 40shillings with 2 shillings costs.  Speed was 

clearly what he wanted from driving and paying the fines was not a problem.  He 

was summonsed again in 1920; his partner John Weller seems to have taken life 

at a more sedate pace as no evidence of him being fined for speeding has been 

found. 

Stephen Oxford 

Works Cited 
News. (1911). A Kind Prosecutor. Norwood News , 5. 
News. (1958). John Portwine Dies at Dorking Home. Norwood News , 1. 
News. (1935). Motorist's Error! Beds & Herts Pictorial , 7. 
Wikipedia. (2021, January). De Dion-Bouton. Retrieved April 2021, from Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Dion-Bouton 
 

 

ERNEST AVENUE - WEST NORWOOD   

Originally called Ernest 

Street on the maps 

between 1863 -1890 it is 

shown as a cul-de-sac 

with various houses, 

mainly down one side of 

the road, plus a few 

houses on the other 

side. In 1890 the road 

was opened and ran 

between Knights Hill and 

West Norwood High 

Street. By 1887 the 

whole road was shown 

1875 OS map extract showing Ernest Street as a cul-de-sac. 
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with various designs of more terraced houses. 

There was nothing spectacular about the street, just an everyday life of people; 

some houses with the front door straight onto the pavement, others with a small 

front garden.  Quite a few were made into small flats.  Each group of houses 

were identified by names: Unity Cottages, Model Cottages, Kyber Cottages, 

Beton Cottages, Wilson’s Cottages, Green’s Cottages and our group of four 

houses Paradise Place.   

Around 1936 there was talk regarding a name change for the street to be called 

‘Shrubshall Street’ but the residents objected to this, on the grounds that with a 

few drinks it might be difficult to find your way home ,as ‘Shrubshall’ would not 

be an easy word to say!  With this in mind the name was changed from Ernest 

Street to Ernest Avenue.     

Situated at the Knights Hill end was the West Norwood bus garage which 

housed the routes number 2 and 68 buses. My two uncles, William and Richard 

Cheeseman were employed by the bus garage, one the driver and the other the 

conductor.  Often as they sped by, they would 

toot us.   

There were several alleyways between the 

houses with a track running behind for the 

dustman. 

My parents Robert (called Charlie) and wife 

Dora first rented two rooms at No.18 and I was 

born 22 August 1928 at a nursing home in 

Knights Hill (now the Fire Station). We then 

moved across the road to a ground floor flat at 

No.21, Mr & Mrs. Bashford lived in the flat 

above us. It was so small that I mainly played 

in the passageway. 

Father used to take me to London to see the 

changing of the guards at Whitehall.  At that 

time I did not see the significance of this not 

knowing then that my father had seen service 

with the Grenadier Guards regiment. As a 

young lad we used to march up and down the 

passageway with brooms as rifles, singing 

Sketch map circa 1926. 
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patriotic songs.  

As an extra treat I looked forward to my parents taking me to the Regal Cinema 

in Norwood Road. The Cinema opened in 1930 seating 2000 people. In the 

earlier years an added attraction was a ballroom and café; at one time I can 

remember an Army exhibition in the ballroom.  

It was a large building with banners flying high with the letter ‘R’ on them. The 

interior left you in awe with the beautiful art decor, which reminded me of a 

grapevine covering the ceiling and the side walls.  During the interval, music was 

played on an organ by Peggy Mitchell. Sadly with the boom of Bingo the Regal 

closed and in 1964 became a Top Rank Bingo hall, the art décor being taken 

down except for two panels. In 1981 the premises were demolished leaving just 

memories of happier times. 

I also looked forward to the Saturday morning pictures at The Royal known 

locally as the ‘Bug Hutch’. Originally this was called The West Norwood Picture 

Palace, then became The Cosy in 1933 and finally the name changed again to 

the Royal in 1937 seating just under 300 persons. 

Our many moves included once again moving back across the road to No.20, 

one of the four terraced houses.  This house was much larger, with a small front 

garden and a side entrance in the alleyway, also leading down to a house at the 

end called ‘Hope Cottage’  

There were three 

bedrooms, sitting 

room, dining room 

and scullery, with 

an outside lavatory 

with wooden 

seating that went 

from wall to wall. 

Newspaper cut into 

squares on a piece 

of string for toilet 

paper. Next to this 

was the coal shed, 

as three of the 

rooms had open 

fires. 

Richard Cheeseman with Hope Cottage in the background. 
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In the kitchen was a stone boiler where a fire was lit underneath to heat the 

water for washing and an Ascot heater which we used for Friday bath night, 

bringing in the tin bath from the fence outside.  For lighting we had gas mantles, 

although later electricity was installed which made life much easier. 

The garden was not very wide but quite long enough for an Anderson shelter to 

be erected at a later date. 

I lived at No 20 for over thirty five years and I was lucky in taking over the house 

from my parents when I married my wife Beryl.  Our three children were born 

there until we moved to Bradley Road in 1964. 

‘Hope Cottage’ a listed building:  situated at the end of the alleyway, and was 

occupied by Mr & Mrs.William Crawford. Bill ran a coal merchants business in 

Knights Hill together with his wife Eva who ran a florist shop.During the Second 

World War a couple called Mr & Mrs. Joseph Dicker were bombed out of their 

house at Bermondsey, and as was the norm, accommodation was found with Mr. 

& Mrs. Crawford. after they died Mr & Mrs Dicker took over ‘Hope Cottage’. 

Many of the houses kept chickens during the war but ‘Hope Cottage’ with its 

large garden kept ducks as well. 

Further down the road Mr. Dove ran a coal business and often his horse would 

be standing in the road feeding out of his nosebag. The main stable was near to 

Linton Grove. At the far end of the road was a dairy with land running behind the 

Ernest Avenue houses and a builder’s yard owned by Messrs. Loveday & Co.  

Most of the property was rented:  The owners of our house were Messrs. 

Montague Long & Co., the rent 11/6d. The owners were not as unscrupulous as 

some and each Christmas were very benevolent to their tenants. Old Mr. 

Montague Long would give all his tenants a tin of tea at Christmas and his 

daughters, after a visit to Jerusalem brought back a wooden donkey for the 

children. 

As to-day, houses were difficult to obtain and mostly a vacant house would be 

handed down through generations of the family. 

Opposite, on the other side of the road were terraced houses similar to ours, 

then the Halstead Laundry with a track running alongside a few more terraced 

houses and then the back gardens of Charlotte Villas backing onto another track.  

My great grandparents Richard Cheeseman Snr and his wife Elizabeth lived in 

one of these small cottages. 
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At the end of the road 

stood a large house, 

occupied by the local 

sweep, Mr. Martin & 

family.  Their son Jack 

took over the business. 

With the many coal 

fires, sweeping the 

chimneys was often 

needed. On the corner 

stood a shop with large 

windows, one into 

Ernest Avenue and the 

other into the High 

Street. At a later date in 

1965 the shop became 

a central heating establishment called Finrad & Co. Whose main factory was in 

Westbury, Wiltshire, but to-day as with most shops, it is now a takeaway! 

Crossing over to the other side of the road stood the South Suburban Co-

operative Society on the corner, although in earlier years this had been a toy 

shop.  Next to the Co-op came very large buildings made into flats, originally in 

the front were short iron railings erected on a low wall, but taken away during the 

war.  These flats have been renovated and are still there to-day. 

Next an alleyway, then more terraced houses, at the end of which another 

alleyway leading down to a carpet cleaning establishment, although later the 

factory changed to The Stones Plating Company. 

The Stones Plating Company was run by Mr. ‘Wally’ Wallace, a very kind 

employer. The company consisted of electro plating car parts, nickel and copper 

plating jewellery, and other tool commodities like screws etc. 

The day that war was announced in September 1939 I was at the Brockwell Park 

lido which we quickly had to vacate.  As I came out a policeman told me to take 

cover under the bridge. Whilst there, I saw my father running along the road 

looking for me. In all his panic he had his old working trousers on, shirt undone 

and no tie! We ran for the bus but in all the hurry my father did not have any 

money, luckily I had enough cash to pay the fare.  Everyone seemed to think that 

the bombing would start immediately. 

Ernest Street, houses now demolished looking towards 
Norwood High Street. Courtesy London Metropolitan Archives. 
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My father wanted to join up, but mother was very much against this, although as 

my father said ‘They will have me anyway’ being that he was an old soldier, so 

he recruited. His military training was at Felixstowe and we were able to visit him 

before he left for France as a sergeant, the regiment 24th Pioneer Corp.  He 

joined up May 15 and within a fortnight was fighting in France.  

We had relations in Southolt, Suffolk so it was best for me to stay with them as 

an evacuee instead of going to strangers. Mr. Bill Crawford offered to take us in 

his car, also Stanley and Irene Beadle, as they had relations in Sudbury. Mother 

returned home with Mr. Crawford and I stayed on as an evacuee, later my 

mother joined me as the bombing grew worse. 

One day a telegram arrived from the police to say that our house No.20 Ernest 

Avenue had been blasted by a bomb. We made tracks for home and as we 

arrived at our destination we saw what devastation had taken place. Doors and 

windows blown off, debris everywhere, the salvage repair men trying to make 

good some of the damage, there was so much for them to do. Mum quickly 

organised us in the Anderson shelter. 

The neighbours all tried to help each other the best way they could, the shelters 

were made as comfortable as possible, not like home of course, but somewhere 

that was dry and be safe at this dreadful time. The large flying bomb had made a 

huge crater in Knights Hill Square (called Sooty Street) causing a terrific blast all 

around and damaging many of the houses. 

School was practically nonexistent: a few hours here and there, although most of 

the time when the siren sounded we did not even get to school. For me 

education was not easy with so many spasmodic times with schooling.  With the 

surrender of France my father had returned to England and was posted to 

Corsham, Wiltshire, where he found accommodation for us, so we would all be 

together. Sadly, this was only for a short time as he was then posted to Scotland 

for military training, although at the time we did not know that this training was 

being organised for the D Day landing, his regiment now the 8th Liverpool Irish 

Regiment and a position of Quarter Master Sergeant. 

My mother and I then moved back to West Norwood, the blitz still at its height 

with the arrival now of the V2 rockets, until the news that the D Day landings had 

started. Vera Lynn sang all songs associated with war, mother’s favourite was 

‘Yours’. We did not have any news of my father; everything was so hush hush 

that it was not until we received a letter saying he was fighting in France that we 

knew that he had gone over with the D Day invasion. 
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Finally, the war was over, Dad came home safely after making it through to 

Germany, never mentioned the fighting, would often say the horrors of war must 

go to the back of your head, otherwise you could go crackers. 

With the end of the war, celebrations were taking place, roads clubbed together 

to make victory parties with singing and dancing in the evenings. Most of the 

soldiers had not yet been demobbed so they missed all the fun but many roads 

had a homecoming for them when they did return. 

The medical services of a family doctor were completely different to those of 

today. The surgery was in Knights Hill; you just went in and waited your turn, the 

charge 2/6d. Often if a child had been ill, one of the doctors would call round to 

see if everything was OK. The Hannah Road clinic was the welfare for 

everything. 

Down the side of Ernest Street 

(Now Avenue) was Heard’s Dairy 

farm with its sign:  ‘Heard of milk 

from cows, then try milk from 

Heards’. 

Mum paid Jimmy Tapler and 

Bobby Brown £1 to dismantle the 

Anderson Shelter, so that the 

aluminium was all ready for the 

council to take away. The large 

hole it left filled up with all kinds 

of rubbish.  One wonders what 

the archaeologists of tomorrow will make of their finds in years to come! 

To-day all has changed. Between 1970 and 1982 land was acquired for 

industrial establishments, and the demolition of houses started. New abodes 

were found for the occupants. Some were happy to move. The terraced houses 

had had their day and the luxury of a bathroom in a new house was something to 

be reckoned with.  Others were full of nostalgia of the past. 

There have been so many changes, it is hard to remember what it used to be 

like with the noise of children playing in the road, then scarpering once the noise 

of a few cars were heard, the snowball fights that we had with the houses 

opposite, or the rag and bone man ringing his bell for any-cast off clothes, and if 

lucky given a goldfish in a jar. To-day where traffic had been two ways, it is now 

a one way system. 

Ernest Avenue & Eden School 1945 Victory Street Party. 



22 
 

The terraced houses are now no more.  Industrial sites and businesses fill the 

places that once were rows of houses. The West Norwood Bus Garage has 

been enlarged and now extends up to about a third of the road. 

Halfway down Ernest Avenue where No.26 had stood, a new road opened called 

Beadman Street, connecting this to Cotswold Street, passing through Knights 

Hill Square where Hobbies Ltd., is still flourishing. 

All is silent now of the everyday life of people in Ernest Avenue, all is gone. The 

closeness of neighbours in those earlier years just remain an echo of a distant 

past. Years of knowing one’s neighbour, the friendliness of everyone, children 

with their laughter and imaginary games, evenings of card games, any excuse 

for a musical evening, Mr. Sidney Dansie and other characters of the road were 

all good for a laugh that made Ernest Avenue what it was. 

It is nice to remember memories of how Ernest Avenue once used to be. 

 Richard Charles Cheeseman                                                                                                                                                                
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WEBBERS OF SOUTH NORWOOD – WORLD CLASS SPORTS 

GOODS MANUFACTURERS 

South Norwood in the middle part of the 20th century was home to one of the 

country’s leading sports goods manufacturers.  Webber Bros. Ltd supplied balls 

for many sports including football, rugby, netball, volleyball, cricket and hockey. 

In addition their second business, Reinforced Shuttlecocks Limited (RSL), 

designed and manufactured arguably the world’s best shuttlecock. This South 

Norwood company also parented the first shuttlecock firm in the USA. RSL, 

whose headquarters are now in Hong Kong, is today one of the world’s leading 

shuttlecock makers producing over 66 million a year. 

The Webber family 

George Webber (1856-1924) founded his football manufacturing business in 

around 1887. The son of a butcher, William Webber (1826-1861), George was 

born in Barnstaple but moved to London where in 1884 he married Cecilia Sarah 

Thornton (1860-1922). He was a saddler so he had the leather working skills 
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necessary for making footballs. Another saddler, William Sykes, in 1875 

established a business and was by 1881 making footballs near Wakefield. This 

became one the country’s leading sports equipment manufacturers and a rival of 

the Webbers. They supplied the Sykes Zig-Zag ball for the FA Cup Finals of 

1936, 1937, 1939 and 1946. In 1942 Wm. Sykes Ltd was acquired by another 

company which a year later became Slazengers Sykes Gradidge and Ayres. 

George’s nephew Richard Webber (1885), the son of William Webber (1853-

1889), joined the business in around 1904. Richard served a four-year 

apprenticeship and was therefore well-versed in the whole process of producing 

footballs. In 1911 Richard was living with his aunt and uncle at 12 Penge Road, 

South Norwood. Following George’s death in 1924 his executors announced in 

the Norwood News the sale of the house and contents. Amongst his 

possessions were the ‘recently manufactured stock of 33 dozen footballs, nine 

dozen bladders, splitting machine, rolling machine and other tools and 

appliances for the manufacture of footballs.’ 

In 1939 both Richard, his wife Fanny (1883-1957) and their nephew Francis 

George Webber (1903-1982) were recorded as living at 19 Station Road, South 

Norwood.  Francis (Frank) was the son of Richard’s brother, John Burgess 

Hancock Webber (1877-1955). Living with them were their daughter, Margarethe 

(1914-1980) and her future husband William E Tuckett (1907-1967).  

Frank Webber was a keen badminton player and a member of the South 

Norwood Club.  In September 1950 he married an England international 

badminton player, Queenie Mary Allen (1911-2007) at Broadwater Church, 

Worthing. The happy couple left the church under an archway of badminton 

rackets held by their friends. 

Queenie made the first of her 19 appearances for England in 1939. In 1948 she 

held the Scottish and Irish singles titles and the All-England, Scottish and Irish 

doubles titles with Mrs Betty Uber. She also played, tennis, hockey, cricket, table 

tennis, and was an accomplished ice skater. A gifted singer she was asked to go 

and study in Italy. After winning the Randall Cup at the Worthing Music Festival 

for a second time in 1954 she decided to turn professional.  

 World War II 

The 1939 census records Richard and Frank as voluntary ARP wardens.  

Margarethe was an ARP ambulance driver and William Tuckett was a special 

constable. Living with them at 19 Station Road was Reta Mary Long (1897-1977) 

a shuttlecock maker, Fanny Webber’s sister.  
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By 1945 the Webbers were running factories on adjacent sites, the one making 

different types of sports balls and the second producing shuttlecocks. The 

employees of both businesses came together to celebrate the end of the war at 

a party at the Stanley Works in Belgrave Road Friday 8 June 1945. Work 

finished at lunchtime and over 100 employees attended. Two victory cakes were 

made, one decorated with red, white and blue shuttlecocks. 

The Station Road premises and footballs  

Richard Webber started manufacturing footballs in Station Road after his return 

from the First World War.  The business occupied 17 and 21 Station Road from 

around 1923. The terrace was built in the early 1870s and originally known as 

Brookfield. The buildings, of standard brick and stucco, still stand today. 

Trade Directories from 1932 show R Webber, football manufacturer, at 19 and 

21 Station Road and from 1934 to 1939 Webber Bros., sports goods 

manufacturers.  The Webber family lived at 19 Station Road and probably used 

21, which was unoccupied at the time of the 1939 census, as offices. Number 19 

was Fanny’s address when she died in 1957. By 1954 they had also expanded 

and were operating at two factories, the former Stanley Works in Belgrave Road 

and another at 24 Station Road, next to the Odeon cinema.  

In 1968 we still have Webber Bros. Ltd, sports goods manufacturers, in Station 

Road, SE25.  

The football business went 

from strength to strength.  

Webbers have been credited 

with the invention of the 

eighteen-panel football as 

well as laceless models. 

However Les Scott in End to 

End Stuff: The Essential 

Football Book gives the 

acclaim for Britain’s first 

laceless football to Stuart 

Surridge. 

Webber footballs were 

selected for the 1935, 1950 

and 1951 Cup Finals. 

Map showing the location of the Webber businesses in 

1954 – 19/21 and 24 Station Road and 12 Belgrave Road, 

the former RSL factory and earlier the Stanley Works.  
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Football manufacturers would send 

unmarked balls to the Football 

Association.  The Cup Final referee 

would then make his choice.  

Richard Webber believed that their ball 

was selected because of the laceless 

valve bladder design. The balls were 

made up of eighteen hand-sewn leather panels. It took around two hours to 

complete the 500 stiches required, so their production was labour intensive.   

                                     

In 1950 the company employed seventy men and women making around 1,000 

balls a week. Footballs were being exported to many European countries and to 

Australia, New Zealand, USA and India. By the mid-fifties it is estimated that 

over 90% of Football League clubs were using Webber footballs. 

 In 1956 Pathé News produced a newsreel showing the footballs being made at 

South Norwood. This can be viewed at: https://www.britishpathe.com/video/football-ball-

manufacture-aka-football-story/query/Norwood 

 An examination of the windows in the film and a comparison with the 1959 

photograph shows that the footballs were being made in 1956 in the former 

Stanley Works. 

The Webber Bros. Company was eventually taken over by the country’s oldest 

sports manufacturing company, Jaques of London (founded 1795). The 

incorporation of the Webber brand was a good fit for their business allowing 

them to expand into the sports balls sector, supplying not just footballs but also 

those for cricket, rugby, netball, basketball and baseball. 

The most popular Webber football was the ‘Premier’ - on the left a 1935 ball and on the 

right the laceless version from the 1950s. 

fifties 
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Other types of balls 

The Norwood News of 13 May 1938 contained a feature with seven photographs 

showing the production of handmade cricket balls.  The ball was made of four 

pieces of leather, which were left in a dye tub for eight weeks. The core of the 

ball was made up of small strips of cork that were bound together with worsted.  

The centre of the ball was then put in a vice and the 

two halves of the ball were stitched together.  By 

1950 twenty employees were engaged producing 

cricket balls.   

The Webber Blue Ring was the ball used for the 

first international matches between Wales, Scotland 

and England in May 1949.  

The 16 July 1953 edition of Baseball News, the 

newsletter of the South Eastern Baseball League, 

carried an advertisement for Webber ‘Premier’ 

baseballs and softballs. 

The Stanley Works, Shuttlecocks and RSL 

 In the 1920s Richard Webber became interested in 

the manufacture of shuttlecocks.  He started making 

shuttles at home, washing the feathers in the bath and drying them with Fanny’s 

assistance in their kitchen.  It is understood that he started his business in 1928.  

At some point he met René Gathier and G P Thompson who were importers of 

gut and string manufacturers. Animal guts were used for the strings of tennis and 

badminton rackets and musical instruments.   In 1930 the three became 

directors of a new company Reinforced Shuttlecocks Limited and started 

manufacturing shuttles at the former Stanley Works next to Norwood Junction 

Station. Ian Machonachie, an employee of RSL for around 50 years, in an article 

in the Badminton Gazette explained: 

‘In 1930 the firm of Reinforced Shuttlecocks Ltd. was started in a very small way. 

It took its name from the strengthening or reinforcing of each feather quill from 

the top of the cork to the stitching with a thin plastic sleeve, which was actually 

shrunk on the quill thus adding considerable strength. The idea was 

praiseworthy, but it did not work in practice.’  Whilst RSL’s ‘Bluebird’ did not fly 

as intended this was the first in a long line of shuttles. The company sought to 

automate the process and built and designed machinery to make uniform high 

quality shuttlecocks.  

Webber Bros. 

advertisement - from Netball 

Magazine 1937 
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From 1934 films of shuttles in flight were studied. It was discovered that to make 

the perfect shuttle the goose feather needed to be from the same wing of the 

bird, either right or left, but not a mix.  They also needed to be from the same 

breed of geese from the same part of the world, as the curve of the feathers 

differs from region to region. The scientific analysis helped produce the RSL No. 

1 Tourney, described by Maconachie, an Irish international player and All-

England champion in the 1930s, as ‘a near perfect shuttle.’  The RSL No 1 

Tourney became the shuttle used in major championship around the world. 

 

                Image courtesy of www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia 

By 1936 RSL produced 40,000 shuttlecocks per week made from cork bark and 

goose feathers. In the same year the company opened the first ever shuttlecock 

plant in the USA. 

In 1938 the four directors of RSL 

were Richard Webber, Frank 

Webber, René Gathier and 

George P Thompson.  Gathier 

was a French badminton 

champion and represented his 

country at the International 

Badminton Federation. L 

Gathier and Co Ltd (LGCL) were 

based at 2 Bow Lane, as were 

RSL’s offices. LGCL produced 

Bow Brand strings for tennis 

racquets. 

RSL’s factory was at the Stanley Works, Belgrave Road which dated from 

around 1867.  And in the 1870s became the location of William Ford Robinson 

Stanley’s mathematical instruments factory. The Stanley Company moved to 

New Eltham in 1927. In 1932 both 13 and 14 Belgrave Road were RSL 

premises, whilst at number 12 was E W Saunders, Reliance Foundry.  In 1937 

number 12 was unoccupied but by 1939 RSL occupied numbers 12 to 14.  

RSL Tourney No. 1 shuttlecock, the ‘near perfect 

shuttle’ made at South Norwood in the 1930s.  © Geoff 

Hinder – National Badminton Museum Collection 
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Production in England was closed down during WW2 but had started again by 

1945.  It continued in the Pennsylvania factory.  

After a fire in 1998 the Stanley Works factory site became residential 

accommodation. The house that we see on the right of the 1959 photograph has 

been incorporated into the block of flats now situated at the southern end 

Belgrave Road.  

 

City of London office 

RSL had a central London office 

at 2 Bow Lane EC4. It was from 

this address on 9 January 1958 a 

letter was sent to The Times: 

Sir,  

In your correspondent’s interesting 

article today on ‘Plucking for Profit’ it 

is stated that ‘the white duck quill is 

the only type suitable for shuttles in 

badminton.’ But this is not so. In fact, 

as is well known throughout the 

badminton world, most good shuttles 

are made with goose feathers, which 

are both more suitable and stronger – and alas - more expensive! 

Yours faithfully 

 K. G. Livingstone 

The Stanley Works in 1903 © Victor Burness Collection. 

 

The RSL works in 1959  showing the company’s 

shuttlecock logo. The advertisement on the factory 

roof reads ‘RSL Badminton Shuttlecocks’ © Victor 

Burness Collection. 
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RSL in the USA 
In August 1936 the first ever US plant manufacturing shuttles opened in Altoona, 

Pennsylvania. With a workforce of fifty employees, machinery was installed at 

their premises in the Parrish-Henderson building at 1925 Union Avenue. The US 

subsidiary started to operate under the name RSL Shuttlecocks Company, Ltd. 

The US firm was under the supervision of the UK managing director, George P 

Thompson, however Ken Davidson, who had moved to the USA in 1935, helped 

run the operation.  

Ken Davidson  

Kenneth Richard Davidson (1905-1954) was a 

leading badminton player and batsman for 

Yorkshire, being awarded his county cap in 1935.  

In 1934 in his first professional game he scored a 

century at Lord’s against the MCC and reached 

1,000 runs by 26 July of that season. 

Davidson was famous for appearing in a 

choreographed demonstration of badminton. 

Pathé News filmed him on Broadway in 1938 with 

Hugh Forgie and this is available for viewing on 

You Tube: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ER0vgnRnSM 

Davidson and Forgie toured the world and 

performed in the Royal Command performance at 

the London Coliseum in November 1938. In a 

letter, dated 15 December 1938 to William B. Hussey, Davidson says that he 

was ‘greatly complimented’ to appear before ‘King George and Queen 

Elizabeth.’  In the same letter he says, ‘I have promised that within 5 or 6 years 

we shall produce an American team to beat the world. And, by Jove! I mean it.’  

The third member of the act was Joe Tobin who commentated on the action. A 

tube of RSL shuttles would be on stage next to him, a very early example of 

product placement.  

Davidson enjoyed his sporting social life in California where he played golf with 

Fred Astaire and Bob Hope, and cricket with David Niven, Sir Charles Aubrey 

Smith, and Ronald Colman at the Hollywood Cricket Club. In addition, he 

performed his badminton act at Ken Murray's Blackouts in Hollywood. While he 

Ken Davidson  - Yorkshire cricketer 

and badminton champion –picture 

courtesy of Margaret Davidson Miller 

and Mary Miller Manuck. 
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appreciated all of this, his real passion was teaching and playing badminton at 

various universities and schools. 

Davidson was to die tragically following an air crash at Prestwick on Christmas 

Day morning of 1954. He was returning home to Los Angeles after coaching the 

USA women’s badminton team in India. ‘In 1955, his family established the USA 

Badminton Kenneth R. Davidson Memorial Award, presented annually to a male 

or female adult player who best represents the sportsmanship, integrity and 

competitive spirit that Ken had fostered in badminton players around the world.’ 

(See Ephemeral Treasures website - accessed 3 February 2021). 

https://www.ephemeraltreasures.net/prestwick-crash-4.html  

               
RSL after South Norwood 

In April 1947 RSL opened a factory at Haigh Camp, Richborough, Kent creating 

150 jobs for the Sandwich area.  Work progressed on shuttle design 

accompanied by improved production machinery.  

This enabled the conformity in performance demanded 

by players and the laws of the game.  A player in humid 

south-east Asia might use a 74-grain shuttle and in an 

English village hall would play with an 83-grain shuttle, 

but the length of flight would be equal. Thirteen different 

speeds of shuttle were produced.  In 1975 RSL were 

employing 100 people and had plans to employ another 

thirty. At this point they were the only shuttle manufacturers still based in the 

West and were exporting to 50 countries.  

Production was moved to China in 1982. The UK RSL company went into 

administrative receivership in 1991 but the name and product continues. The 

brand was purchased by a Hong Kong family business Double Happiness 

Limited, founded in 1978 by Douglas Chan, the father of the current CEO 

Duncan Chan. Sixty-six million RSL shuttles are produced each year along with 

other sports equipment at twenty sites in China. The company has 1,300 

employees worldwide. A film about the production of shuttles by RSL today is 

available on Facebook at: 

Stuart Hibberd 

 
Thanks to Geoff Hinder of the National Badminton Museum, Margaret Davidson Miller and 
Mary Miller Manuck, daughter and granddaughter of Ken Davidson; John Coulter; and Victor 
Burness for assistance in the drafting of this article. 
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THE NORWOOD BREWERY AND THE BREWERY TAP 

A brewery existed in Chapel Road existed from at least 1851 until 1919.  A C 

Beaton & Co. put the business up for auction a long with five tied houses, 

including the Cross Keys, 18 Landor Road, Clapham; and the Beulah Spa 

Tavern, Beulah Hill. J B Wilson in The Story of Norwood thought that the 

brewery was closed because when the boilers needed replacing the council 

would not permit new boilers being installed so close to the road. This was also 

the reason that a local resident, C S Weaver, recollected when the Norwood 

News interviewed him in 1960. The new owner disposed of the brewery and it 

was sold by auction on 9 February 1920. 

Following the closure of the brewery A White, printers and bookbinders, used the 

site. After the Second World War the buildings were demolished and the wells 

were covered. The site has become the premises of an industrial and linings 

coatings company, Winn & Coales (Denso) Limited. 

Amongst the owners of the brewery were a Mr Bennett; a family firm: the 

Wadleys; and finally Cecil Beaton’s company. In the 1870s the business was 

Duberly & Brooke, brewers and bottlers. In the 1881 census the master brewer 

was Frederick Brooke who employed twelve men and four boys.  

A C Beaton & Co employed a chemist who tested the product including a beer 

that sold for 2d a pint and what seems like the less appetizing Porter Ale, costing 

1 1/2d, ‘a mixture of the dregs of stout and ale.’ The brewery horses, which 

delivered beer as far as the City of London, were kept in a meadow off Chapel 

Road opposite to the brewery.  As the brewing business grew so did the demand 

for water. A second borehole was sunk and there is 150 feet of brickwork in one 

of the wells below the Chapel Road site. 

It would be wrong to have a romantic vision of the brewery. It was described in 

the Norwood News in 1960 as ‘damp, dingy and dark and burned gas all day.’ 

The Coal Smoke Abatement Society was making ‘special observations’ of the 

brewery in 1912. 

Attached to the brewery was the Brewery Tap. It was composed of three bars 

and a clubroom and was described as a lively meeting place. It was closed in the 

1920s. The Norwood News 1960 article included a photograph of the Brewery 

Tap staff and customers taken in 1924 and Kelly’s directory give the person 

living at the Brewery Tap as William George James.  

Stuart Hibberd 
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ELIZABETH CHARLOTTE FOLD 1871 - 1965 

Elizabeth Fold ran a draper’s shop at 117 Hamilton Road Norwood.  The section 

of the road on which it stood is long since demolished and rebuilt as 

Queenswood Court.  A photograph has kindly been provided by John Brown 

clearly of her premises, most likely one of the buildings in outlined red on the 

map below.  Comparing it with a more recent postcard of the road of shops on 

the other side the similarities suggest this was her shop in Hamilton Road.  

However trade directories of the time do not confirm that on either side was a 

tobacconist or a greengrocer.  If you can shine any light on this we would be 

pleased to hear from you. 

Elizabeth Charlotte Fold 

was born 22 April 1871 

in Chichester, her father 

John was 43 and her 

mother Isabel 32.  At the 

time of the 1871 census, 

2 April, John was 

recorded as a Colour 

Sergeant but as we will 

see he requested 

discharge from the army 

in 1867.   Elizabeth was 

the seventh child of 11.  

A number of 

sad events 

occurred to 

the family 

over the 

course of 

John and 

Isabella’s 

marriage.   

 

John had 

enlisted in the 

army in 

Portsmouth in 

1846 when he 

1870 OS map extract.   
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was 19.  He served in 8th Foot Brigade in India and under the command of 

Brigadier Jones was involved in the capture of Delhi 1857 for which he was 

awarded the Indian Mutiny medal with clasp.  The capture of Delhi was the key 

to the suppression of the Indian Mutiny (1857-1859).   

He married Isabel Aldred in St Nicholas’ Brighton 2 September 1858.  After their 

marriage they were based in Brompton, close to Chatham Docks in Kent.  Whilst 

in Brompton Isabel gave birth to their first two children; John and Isabel.  They 

moved briefly to the army barracks in Gosport, Hampshire and then on to the 

army camp at Aldershot, Surrey where Mary Ann was born.  By 1864 John was 

stationed at Hillsborough Barracks where a great disaster occurred.  On the 

northern side of the Barracks runs the River Loxley. Shortly before midnight on 

Friday 11 March 1864 the ill-fated Dale Dyke Dam at Bradfield burst causing the 

Great Sheffield Flood. 

More than 690 million gallons (3.14 
billion litres) of water surged into the 
Loxley and Don Valleys and on towards 
the city.  As families slept, the raging 
torrent smashed into their homes, killing 
them instantly and washing away all but 
the faintest traces of scores of 
buildings.  In Malin Bridge alone, 102 
people were killed, including 11 
members of one family. (BBC, 2014). 
The flood claimed the lives of at least 

240 people and left more than 5,000 
homes and businesses under water.  
The body of one victim was reportedly found 18 miles downstream of his home 
while 

Sergeant Fold and his wife retired at about 11pm.  She woke an hour later to find 

that the floodwater was waist deep in their bedroom.  John dashed to the window 

to see that the great boundary wall of the barracks had been washed away and 

that a great torrent was sweeping along the bodies of men and women, and 

debris of every kind.  With no clue as to what was happening he shouted to his 

wife ‘Good God, the world’s breaking up!’  Eventually he managed to open the 

door of their room and even more water rushed in.  Baby Isabella was grabbed 

from her cot by her mother, who was heavily pregnant, and John carried them 

onto the staircase above the water level.  He then attempted to return and 

rescue John and Mary Anne but the pressure of the water stopped him opening 

John & Isabel Fold. 
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the door and with the room by 

then full of water the two sadly 

drowned. (Harrison, 1864). 

Maria Susan was born a month 

later after which John was 

posted to Malta where their fifth 

child Henry was born during the 

cholera pandemic and typhus 

outbreak.  

On return to England having 

served his country for 22 years John requested that he be discharged from the 

Army.  Their sixth child Caroline was born at Wickham Cross Road, 

Westhampnett, a small village just east of Chichester, Sussex.  John took up 

employment as a commercial traveller but what company or product he 

represented is unknown.  Elizabeth was also born in Westhampnett in 1871 

before the family moved to Warrington, Lancashire during 1872 where Lucy, 

Ruth, Rachael and Phoebe were born.  They moved again in 1880 to 

Manchester, Lancashire where more sadness was to befall the family.  Henry 

followed his father’s footsteps into the Army and was also posted to serve in 

Malta where sadly he succumbed to cholera and died.  His death caused the 

family great distress.  His parent’s sorrow was almost unbearable having already 

lost two children and now having no son to continue the family name.   

A further move followed to 7 Union Road in 

Croydon where John continued as a 

commercial traveller and Isabel ran a general 

store.  At that time only Elizabeth, Rachael and 

Phoebe were living with their parents and 

perhaps Elizabeth was inspired to open her own 

shop by her mother’s efforts in Union Road. 

Isabel died at 7 Dagmar Road in 1902 and John 

eventually moved, yet again, to live with his 

daughter Caroline at her house 32 Pelham 

Road Beckenham, Kent.  John died in Thornhill 

Road, Croydon 3 May 1915, just round the 

corner from his old home in Union Road. 
Elizabeth Charlotte Fold. 
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In the 1901 census Elizabeth 

appears as a live-in sick nurse 

at 69 Arlingford Road, close to 

Brockwell Park, Lambeth, the 

home of Charles Baker a 

commercial traveller.  In 1901 

she appears as a ‘midwife in 

practice and was enrolled as a 

midwife in 1905.  Oddly she is 

recorded as a draper at 117 

Hamilton Road in 1902 and 

1904.  Perhaps the business 

was unsuccessful and she was hoping to earn a better living as a midwife.  She 

is recorded in the 1911 census as a ‘draper’ at 2 Park Terrace Brentwood Road, 

Romford, Essex.  In 1914 she married David Pearce a local butcher in Croydon 

and later appeared as a midwife at the same address.   After his retirement they 

moved to a small bungalow 20 Trafalgar Road, Clacton, Essex where she died 

17 June 1965 aged 94. 

Stephen Oxford 
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THE STANLEY HALLS IN WAR TIME- MASS VACCINATION 

‘The biggest mass-vaccination programme in the history of the National Health 

Service.’   So the news bulletins on the radio have been telling us, almost every 

day during the current Corona Virus crisis.   But I can remember an earlier 

immunisation campaign, under a coalition government, before the start of the 

National Health Service 

My mother took us both down to join the queue in the morning, me, aged six 

perhaps, and my toddler brother Ian.  The head of the queue was somewhere 

inside the Stanley Halls, but the tail end was right back near Chalfont Road.   My 

mother must have been pleased to find that the queue moved fairly quickly, and 

soon we were alongside the playing-field to the north of the Stanley schools.  

Before too long we were inside the large porch, and then in to a long corridor.  

Elizabeth centre in later life with friends. 
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We edged along, bit by bit.  At last we reached the front, inside were rooms with 

various people in uniform.  

Two or more were 

nurses, and one was an 

elderly man with a big 

beaked nose.  ‘A roman 

nose’ said my mother.  I 

saw him again at school 

later in the War at some 

clinic or other.   One of 

the nurses was doing the 

injections.  I remember 

my little brother crying.  I 

don’t know if I cried or not.  Perhaps someone distracted me and then we went 

home.  It was all over.  We had been vaccinated. 

And how did it all turn out?  I have the impression that we all did as we were told!  

Certainly nobody in those days was shouting about ‘fake news’ or any such 

trumpery.  You could really say that ‘mass vaccination’ was popular.  And why 

would we not want it?  It was free, and kept us safe from diphtheria, which had 

killed thousands before the War.   

But, oddly enough, I can tell you exactly how one family in our street must have 

felt about it.  The Matthews family were our next-door neighbours: Victor and 

Vera Matthews, with their toddler son Peter and old Mt Porter, Vera’s father.  

Victor had a job in the busy London docks — perhaps he was a tally-clerk, but I 

do not really know.   Somehow or other Vic caught the disease, at a time when 

our family doctor was away on holiday.  The locum doctor had never 

encountered it, and failed to diagnose it.  ‘One of the clearest cases I’ve seen in 

my life’ said Doctor Elder, after he came back.  But by then it was too late for 

Victor, for he had died.  So there was Mrs Matthews left a widow, with a small 

child and her father to look after.  She managed marvellously, I reckon.  Peter 

grew up well.  Her nephew Don was a frequent visitor.  Strangely he eventually 

became a ‘don’ in the other sense.  Vera never re-married.  I remember her as 

the first woman in the street to wear trousers regularly!  But I wonder how she 

felt, looking back on life with Vic in their early days there.  If only he had taken 

the vaccine, her life would have been so very different    

©    Robin Phillips                                          April 2021 

 

 

Stanley Halls looking towards Chalfont Road. 
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PLANNING NOTES 

Spring has brought the developers out with a vengeance with planning 

applications submitted for a number of unsuitable developments. These include: 

the demolition of a family house to erect blocks of 5 flats at 15 Kingslyn Terrace; 

the erection of 9 houses at the rear of 62-64 Beulah Hill; the demolition of a 

family House and the erection of 6 houses 16D Highfield Hill; and the demolition 

and loss of an existing business at 19-25 Beardell Street and the erection of a 

block of 5 flats. All of these proposals would have a significant impact on the 

adjoining residents if approved. 

Applications have also been submitted that impact on the character and 

appearance of the conservation areas of Westow Hill.  Westow House has 

applied to build 4 pergolas at the front and erect a new boundary and proposals 

for 20 Westow Hill would destroy a unique shopfront and interior (previously a 

Kennedy’s) and impact on the viability of the current business. 

The latest on the application for a metal recycling centre at Windsor Grove and 

linked application for Shakespeare Wharf is that an additional 417 page 

document has been submitted.  A new round of consultation has begun. 

Marian Girdler 

Keith Holdaway died in November 2020 aged 88 after a long period of illness 

at his home and then in hospital care. His funeral service conducted by a priest 

from St. Peter's Church in Leigham Court Road took place at the graveside in 

Streatham Vale Cemetery 30 December 2020. Some 20 people attended 

including Bridget Bentliff, widow of David Bentliff, a Past Vice-President and 

Chairman of the Society who died in March last year, Margaret Condon a past 

Social Committee member, myself as past Vice-President and Chairman of the 

Society and Alison my wife. John Brown from the Streatham Society and Jill 

Dudman of the Friends of West Norwood Cemetery were also present. A 

fulsome tribute has already been submitted to the Streatham Society Newsletter 

about Keith's local contributions. 

Keith's most prominent work for the Norwood Society was concerned with the 

publication of Zola's photos of Norwood and Crystal Palace in 1993/4, referred to 

and described in The Norwood Review March 1994. He was himself a member 

of The Emile Zola Society whose representatives, including several of Zola’s 

descendants, attended a celebration event at Virgo Fidelis on a special evening 

to launch the publication. He also mounted an exhibition of the photos in St. 

Margret’s Church Hall in December 1993, which was supported by the Zola 
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family, the French Institute and the Emile Zola Society. He also contributed to a 

publication about the history of St. Luke's Church in West Norwood, which 

Pissarro sketched in the 19th century, and which of course was one of the 

famous 'Waterloo Churches' built after the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. He was 

also Chairman of the Local History Group and acted as Archivist as well. These 

contributions were made during the period when Joan Warwick was Vice-

President, Leo Held was Chairman and Lord Weatherill was President. 

In more recent times he helped to form a new history group which covered South 

London and held regular monthly talks and presentations at the Phoenix Centre 

in Crystal Palace. This was supported by representatives from Lady well 

Cemetery, previous Croydon Society members and other well known local 

historians. Its last meeting was held in November 2019. 

Peter Austin  Past Chairman and Vice-President 

Philip Goddard  Past Chairman, Vice-President and Chairman of Planning 

Subcommittee 

Jane Moore, who was for some years a keen member of the society and 

covered planning applications in the borough of Bromley, for the planning sub-

committee, died recently. She had been suffering from dementia and moved 

away from Norwood with her husband a few years ago. 

BOOK REVIEW 

At first glance the title ‘The First Crystal Palace Football Club 

1861 -1876’ may not appear of interest to everyone, 

however there is much more between the covers of this 

book than a history of a local football team.  In addition to a 

clear and well researched history of the first Crystal Palace 

Club, its players and involvement in establishing the FA Cup, 

the book goes on to examine the whole range of sports at 

the Crystal Palace in the 1860s and 1870s.  Also included is 

information about a vast array of other local football clubs, 

biographies of dozens of interesting local footballers and previously unpublished 

information from the diary of CPFC’s most capped player; Charles John 

Chenery.  The book is well illustrated with numerous relevant and high quality 

photographs, diagrams and archive material.   

Stuart Hibberd and Michael Gilbert are to be congratulated on their most 

fascinating and masterly production. 

Copies available @ £20.00 pp£3.50 or may be collected from Stuart or Stephen. 

Stephen Oxford 



 

 


